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Week Ending Friday, January 26, 1990 


Remarks at the Bush-Quayle Campaign 
Reunion 


January 18, 1990 


Well, I’m delighted to see you all. And 
first, let me pay my respects to our chair- 
man of the Republican National Committee 
and to Jeanie Austin, the cochairman. What 
a job they are doing for the party, and what 
a job they’re going to do for winning in 
1990. 

I want to salute the G-7, two members of 
our Cabinet, and the others lined up here— 
great friends. I value their counsel still, and 
I know very well that if I hadn’t had their 
counsel back then I probably would not be 
standing here as the 41st President of the 
United States. So, my heartfelt thanks to all 
of you. 

Let me just say a word of thanks to our 
outstanding Vice President, Dan Quayle. 
He is doing a great job for our country. And 
I am delighted to see him. And of course, 
the Silver Fox. [Laughter] I think she’s 
doing pretty well for the country, too. 
Forty-five years—some things never 
change. [Laughter] 

I'm sorry if I’m late. The 18-wheeler got a 
flat. Then I got tangled up in the flag. Then 
the metal detector got set off by the silver 
foot. [Laughter] Does it all come back to 
you now? [Applause] 

It’s too bad a lot of our campaign staff 
couldn’t be with us tonight. I understand 
that some of them are still waiting in the 
elevator in the Woodward Building over 
there. [Laughter] 

You remember those ritzy, patrician, Ivy 
League, elitist campaign headquarters— 
[/aughter|—famous for its plush carpets, 
quiet telephones, priceless antiques— 
[/aughter|—and that fine food you all ate? 
[Laughter] This is the truth. They did an 
informal survey over at Domino’s. True 
story. They said we ordered twice as much 
pizza as the Democrats. [Laughter] And 
true to our reputation, we tipped better, 
too. [Laughter] And now that. we’re in 


office, you might sum it up this way: We 
deliver. [Laughter] 

It was a long, hard campaign. We all have 
our memories, but I remember riding in 
planes and kissing babies and hugging pigs 
and marching in parades and driving stage- 
coaches and tractor trailers and playing 
shuffleboard in Florida and standing under 
confetti cannons in California and waiting 
for yet one more balloon drop. But tonight, 
I really came over to thank you for one 
thing you did not ask me to do: You never 
asked me to make a video riding in a tank. 
[Laughter] 

Some of the members of the press corps 
who had the good fortune, or ill fortune, 
depending on how they looked at it, of 
being assigned to our campaign would 
know that this is a true one, but Ill never 
forget it. Barbara and I were traveling in 
the car, when they told us to look out the 
window to wave because these photo dogs 
were coming alongside for a photo opportu- 
nity. And so, we’re both sitting there, smil- 
ing and waving and looking enthusiastic— 
you know how you do in campaigns. 
[Laughter] And the truck full of photo dogs 
pulls up next to us, and they all look over 
and say in unison, “Pardon me, sir. Do you 
have any Grey Poupon?” [Laughter] Don’t 
say these guys don’t have a sense of humor. 

The Secret Service really never got into 
the act too well. They had one comedian, 
though. I’d been singing to myself in the 
car—this is also a true story—and as Bar- 
bara and I were getting out, she heard a 
quiet voice from behind the wheel in the 
front say, “If I were you, sir, I wouldn’t give 
up your daytime job.” [Laughter] 

Barbara tells a story about staying in a 
hotel and not having her bathrobe with her. 
In the morning, the room service knocked 
on the door with coffee, and she looked all 
over for a robe—no luck. So, when the 
room service guy opened the door, the 
future First Lady was standing there, look- 
ing quite elegant, wrapped in a bedsheet. 
[Laughter] First Ladies do have a fashion 
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effect, if you will, so start planning the toga 
parties; we’re coming into an election year. 
[Laughter] 

But we know—she knows and I know and 
Dan knows and Marilyn knows—we know 
well where the real heavy lifting happened 
out there in the campaign, out in the field. 
And I’m talking about what you all know so 
well: the phone work, the signmaking, the 
all-nighters, the creative chaos, and the just 
plain making do with what you've got. I 
heard about the Orlando office scrambling 
to rent a forklift to unload 60,000 posters, 
only to find out that the forklift wouldn’t 
come through the door. And so, for 2 
hours—truth—in spite of blisters, sunburns, 
sore biceps, the crew carried and stacked 
every one of those posters, all 60,000, by 
hand. And I can never forget my gratitude 
to those people. 

The toughest part, for me, was the de- 
bates. Some time has passed. So, I want to 
take a moment to recognize my opponent. 
He was strong, tough, tenacious, a_ real 
fighter. I gained a newfound respect for 
Dan Rather. What a team. [Laughter] What 
a team we had. [Laughter] 

I referred to some of these guys standing 
back here—Lee Atwater, the Republican 
master of R&B. [Laughter] He couldn't 
teach me rhythm, but he did teach the 
Democrats to sing the blues. And I believe 
they’re just starting. [Laughter] 

You know Bob Teeter. He promised me 
he’d always give us an accurate view of 
things. So, he tried to balance the good 
news and the bad news—you know, 1 
month of good news, 18 months of bad 
news. [Laughter] But he served us with 
wonderful loyalty and dedication, and I 
valued his advice. 

In biblical times, Noah heard a voice that 
told him to go build an ark. The hero, you 
remember, in “Field of Dreams” heard a 
voice that told him to go out and build a 
baseball field. Poor Rich Bond. He heard a 
voice that told him to go build momentum 
in Iowa. [Laughter] But again, what a job 
he’s done, what loyalty, what dedication 
that he’s given me and Barbara and our 
farnily, and all of us working together in the 
party. 

Then we heard we were down by over 20 
points, and a man named John Sununu pre- 
dicted that we’d win New Hampshire by 10 
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points. What a kidder, right? [Laughter] But 
he did, literally. And he’s versatile. He can 
take on the Democratic Party, bring in 
New Hampshire and, yes—you’re not going 
to believe this—but he can even fix Xerox 
machines in the White House. [Laughter] 


And then, over the course of the cam- 
paign, some say that it was Roger Ailes who 
gave me a personality. [Laughter] He made 
me seem more decisive. Well, I’m not sure 
about that. Maybe I am, and maybe I’m not. 
[Laughter] But he worked hard and was 
very well compensated. We paid him in 
pints of Haagen-Dazs [ice cream]. [Laugh- 
ter] 


And as for Craig Fuller, there’s no way I 
can ever really express my gratitude to him, 
my former Chief of Staff, with me every 
inch of the way. We’d call, and they say get 
us the plane. That meant get ahold of 
Fuller on the telephone wherever he was. 
But he did a magnificent job. 


I don’t need to tell you my respect for 
Nick Brady and Bob Mosbacher, both of 
them now serving with great distinction as 
members of, I think, the finest Cabinet a 
President has ever been blessed with. 


We'll let this party get back to being a 
party, but before I leave, I want to thank 
each one of you. I hope you'll pass along my 
thanks to those who couldn’t be here. 


We set out to win an election in 1988 for 
a reason. America’s work is unfinished, but 
her promise—I still believe it—is unlimited. 
We live, as Rick Klun, a bass fisherman 
from Montgomery, Texas, said one day to 
7,000 bass fishing fans in Arkansas—he 
said—young kid, learned to bass fish, and 
following—in his jockey shorts—following 
his Dad in the creeks of Oklahoma—and he 
said, “Isn’t it wonderful to live in a country 
without limits?” And that’s exactly the way 
I feel about the United States. 


You’ve seen people flocking to our com- 
mitment to freedom and democracy all 
around the world—-wondrous changes, espe- 
cially in Eastern Europe. And God bless 
those young kids that gave Panama’s de- 
mocracy a chance to be fulfilled now. 


Here at home, in the 88 election, we 
sought power for its potential to help 
people. We wanted progress for a clean en- 
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vironment and the fight against drugs that 
savage our streets and for the sake of the 
family, free institutions, free speech, and 
free markets, to make an America second to 
none in education, to ensure economic op- 
portunity for all Americans. We knew what 
remained to be done. 


So, we’ve introduced the first amend- 
ments to the Clean Air Act and a tough 
crime package and an innovative education 
bill. Carefully crafted for the S&L indus- 
try—we’ve worked that out, policies there, 
and trade, and conducted a foreign policy 
that we think our forebears would be proud 
of. 


You and the many who aren’t with us 
tonight pulled off incredible feats of endur- 
ance and faith during the campaign, day 
after day, for the sake of the party and the 
American people. And Dan Quayle, who 
put up with a lot during this campaign—I 
might say, nobody took more heat and did a 
better job for our ticket and our election 
than he did. 


So, Barbara and I came over here literally 
to try as best we can, from the bottom of 
our grateful hearts, to say thank you. Thank 
you for giving us this fantastic opportunity 
to serve the greatest country on the face of 
the Earth. 


God bless you all. Many, many thanks. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Washing- 
ton Hilton Hotel. In his opening remarks, 
he referred to the G-7, the President’s lead- 
ing campaign advisers; and two Cabinet 
members who were a part of this group, 
Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. Brady 
and Secretary of Commerce Robert A. Mos- 
bacher. Later the President referred to 
Robert Teeter, campaign adviser and poll- 
ster; Richard N. Bond, deputy campaign 
manager and national political director; 
John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the Presi- 
dent; and Roger Ailes, senior campaign 
media adviser. The Woodward Building 
was the 1988 Republican campaign head- 
quarters in Washington, DC. The remarks 
were not received in time for inclusion in 
last week’s issue. 


Remarks at the Annual Convention of 
the National Association of Home 
Builders in Atlanta, Georgia 


January 19, 1990 


Well, thank you, Shirley, Florida’s gift to 
the home builders and trusted adviser to 
this President. I’m delighted to be with you. 
I’m delighted to see a fellow Houstonian, 
your next president, your incoming presi- 
dent. Marty, good luck to you in the travails 
ahead. I wish you the very best. And to 
other VP’s here—Mark Tipton and Jay Bu- 
chert and Kent Colton and Bob Bannister— 
delighted to be with all of you. And, Patsy, 
what a job you’ve done on this convention. 
Thank you for including me in it. 

It’s great to see you. It hasn’t been so 
long, has it, since that last meeting that 
Shirley referred to, in November. And of 
course, we have with us several other dis- 
tinguished guests. Congressman Newt Ging- 
rich is here, and Chalmers Wiley, so active 
in the housing business. [Representative] 
Steve Bartlett is over here, a fellow Texan. 
Kit Bond, Senator Bond—great leaders in 
the Senate—Senator Wyche Fowler flew 
down with me on Air Force One. So, you 
have a very distinguished congressional del- 
egation here, and I expect I’m missing 
somebody. 

Also with me on the plane—and doesn’t 
have that much to do with housing, but he’s 
here and I’m very proud of him—is Secre- 
tary Manual Lujan, the Secretary of the In- 
terior, who came with me—over here some- 
place—whoops, where is—there he is on 
the end—and other members of what I 
think is an outstanding Cabinet. And of 
course, I’d be remiss if I didn’t single out an 
old friend of mine—one fatal flaw, he’s a 
Democrat—{laughter|—but one old friend 
of mine, and that is Atlanta’s old and yet 
new mayor, my friend—and I mean that— 
Maynard Jackson, and his family are here 
with us today, too. So, Maynard, we wish 
you all the best in the job ahead. 

And what a treat it is to be back in Atlan- 
ta. In fact, I believe that it was in this very 
hall about a year and a half ago that the 
party opposite from mine held their 1988 
convention. And of course, I have fond 
memories of that convention. It gave me a 
very good excuse to go fishing in Wyoming 


69 





Jan. 19 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


with [Secretary of State] Jim Baker. [Laugh- 
ter) And the question was appropriately 
raised, “Where was George?” Albeit a year 
and half later, I’m proud to say, “Here I 
am,” proud to be with the Home Builders. 
Isn’t it great to live in a country with no 
limits? Who would have thought that I 
would put my silver foot in the same place 
where Ann Richards talked? [Laughter] 

In any event, it is great to be back among 
the Home Builders of America. I really 
hope you all appreciate one thing: it’s not 
every day that this association gets to hear 
from one who actually lives in public hous- 
ing. [Laughter] And let me say parentheti- 
cally, I’m very sorry that my favorite Silver 
Fox is not with me. She’s doing literacy 
work in Florida. But I might add: I am very 
proud of Barbara Bush, and I wish she were 
with me here today. 

You see, before we moved to the White 
House, Barbara and I were a home builder’s 
and, yes, a realtor’s dream. We lived in 28 
places in 45 years. And yet in a real sense, 
wherever we lived—whether it was in 
Houston, Washington, New York, or 
China—our family had one true home that 
we took with us wherever we went. 

I remember the first place Barbara and I 
lived in, when our son George was just a 
baby—a tiny ramshackle shotgun house in 
the oil town of Odessa, Texas. It had a 
makeshift partition down the middle that 
cut the house into two apartments, leaving 
us with a small kitchen and a shared bath- 
room, an old water-drip window unit—you 
remember those cooler units they used to 
use out there—cranked up like a west Texas 
dust storm still couldn’t drown out the noise 
of the all-night parties next door. 

But that first house that Barbara and I 
lived in couldn’t compare to those new 
“smart houses” that you in the NAHB are 
building. We were fortunate that the wiring 
even worked, while today you're putting 
telephone, television, and power together 
on one master cable, linked to a computer. 
It is remarkable what free enterprise and 
American ingenuity can do. 

Yet despite it all, Lord Byron was right: a 
home is a place in the heart. I can’t speak 
for our neighbors, but for us, that little tiny 
shack was home. And I have to wonder and 
worry how many families break apart be- 
cause they can’t afford to buy or rent a 
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home even half as decent as that first place 
that we lived in. We cannot allow the high 
costs of housing to suffocate the financial 
life of America’s young people. When it 
comes to housing, this must not become a 
society of haves and have nots. And I salute 
your association who understands that prin- 
ciple and is doing something about it. 

The fact is that for the last decade and a 
half the cost of new homes—the cost of the 
American dream, if you will—has been es- 
calating. Young couples just starting out, 
low- and moderate-income Americans, un- 
married people trying to invest in the 
future—and many are finding themselves 
priced out of the home market, especially 
new homes. To create decent housing that 
people can afford, the Government and the 
private sector must cut some redtape. So, 
I’ve asked my able, distinguished Secretary 
of HUD [Housing and Urban Development] 
Jack Kemp—and what a job he is doing for 
housing in this country—to convene a blue 
ribbon commission to identify these barriers 
to affordable housing construction and to 
make recommendations on how to elimi- 
nate them. 

And while I’m at it, let me just get some- 
thing off my chest. As you know, as I travel 
around this country, I’ve encouraged the 
planting of trees, and even planted a few 
myself—half of which lived. [Laughter] But 
in these same travels, I see so many new 
suburbs that are utterly denuded of trees. 
Ironic, since the new owner’s first instinct 
will be to plant as many trees as possible. 
Ironic also because trees clean out air. And 
so, I respectfully suggest as a former busi- 
nessman that leaving the original trees 
might be a shrewd sales strategy. It’s good 
for business, and it is very good for the 
environment. 

But the truth is, there’s one housing 
policy and one sales strategy that’s better 
than all the others combined, and of course, 
I’m talking about a healthy, growing econo- 
my with low, long-term interest rates. This 
first month of the 1990’s marks the 86th 
month of economic growth in America. And 
as Shirley says, it was housing that paved 
the way to the longest peacetime recovery 
in modern history. You built nearly 10 mil- 
lion single-family homes in the eighties and 
nearly 5 million multifamily units. And by 
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working together, the housing industry will 
keep this country going strong in the nine- 
ties. 

Now, you understand that the engine of 
homeownership in America is the private 
enterprise system. And by helping those en- 
trepreneurs and risktakers, more Americans 
will have access to the dream of homeown- 
ership and decent housing. But to keep 
America moving, keep it moving, we will 
need the cooperation of Congress. And I 
can think of one simple action that Con- 
gress can take to give this economic expan- 
sion a boost. It has already been debated; it 
has already won the support of the majority 
of the Members in the House, the majority 
of the Members in the Senate. And what 
we need now is a simple up or down vote 
to cut the tax on capital gains. 

Some call such a cut a favor for the rich, 
and they should know better. They should 
know what you know: that a capital gains 
tax cut favors economic growth, jobs, and 
opportunity for working America. It favors 
every American who makes a living day 
after day, brick by brick, hammer on nail; 
and it helps those get jobs—those who do 
not have jobs now. A capital gains tax cut 
will help every American who holds a job 
or owns a home. And so, I call on the Dem- 
ocrat leaders of Congress to give the Ameri- 
can people a break and to let the House 
and Senate work their will by having an up 
or down vote on the capital gains tax cut, 
and do it soon after the Congress comes 
back. 

Also vital to the home buyer and the 
home builder alike are low and stable rates 
of interest. A l-percent increase in the rate 
of interest knocks millions of families out of 
the market. In the last few years, millions of 
families could afford a new home because 
mortgage interest rates have dropped from 
18 percent in the early eighties to less than 
10 percent today. But I want to see them 
come down even more. I am not satisfied at 
10 percent. 

The 1990’s must be another decade of 
lower taxes and lower interest rates; but to 
have a stable economy, it must also be a 
decade in which Washington, at long last 
adopts fiscal policies as sound as those of 
the average American household. None of 
us is allowed to spend our bonus before we 
earn it, nor should Congress start planning 


where to spend a possible peace dividend. 
To the extent that the world events allows 
to cut defense spending, then we should 
recognize that cutting the Federal budget 
deficit would be a true dividend for Ameri- 
ca’s taxpayers and our children’s future. We 
must get that deficit down. 

And too often we forget, Congress for- 
gets, that every house is the handy work of 
an architect, a surveyor, a mason, a plumb- 
er, a carpenter, painter, dozens of other 
working men and women. And if Congress 
levies new burdens on our economy, it’s 
these very people who will be put out of 
work. But of course, even if we do cut the 
capital gains tax, and even if we do keep 
interest rates low and get them lower, and 
even if we do protect the economy, this is 
cold comfort for those Americans who lan- 
guish in the projects or the thousands of 
others who know no shelter at all. These 
Americans need help. They need hope. And 
so, that’s just what I call our program that 
Jack and I are working on together: HOPE. 
It stands for Homeownership and Opportu- 
nity for People Everywhere. Our program 
addresses the full range of housing con- 
cerns, from shelter to the homeless to af- 
fordable housing for low-income families to 
greater access to jobs. 

Let’s start with what HOPE can do for 
first-time home buyers. It’s time Congress 
let Americans use their IRA savings to get 
into that first house. 

And then—God bless them—there are 
those who must live in the poverty and fear 
of public housing. They’re disproportionate- 
ly minority Americans. And they suffer 
abuse from drug-dealing predators within, 
and the last thing they need is abuse from 
without. One of the first and, I think, very 
best things that Jack Kemp did when he 
came into office was to change HUD proce- 
dures so the drug dealers can be kicked out 
of public housing. We owe that to those 
people living in these public dwellings. 

And concerning abuse from without, let 
me say just one thing: Atlanta is a great and 
cheerful city. It has proudly risen from the 
ashes of a distant past. And so, for those 
who plan to revel in a rally of hate here 
tomorrow, let them know this: Atlantans, 
like all Americans, turn their backs on 
bigots. 
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To escape violence and crime, to live in 
decent housing, our public housing tenants 
must first be empowered, empowered to 
choose where they want to live, empow- 
ered by housing vouchers. Low income 
families don’t need us to build new public- 
housing horrors, these edifices. They need 
decent low-income housing. And that’s why 
I call on the Congress to extend the low- 
income housing tax credit. 

Earlier I discussed my capital gains cut 
proposal, but even this cut would not be 
enough for America’s impoverished inner 
cities, often as desolate and as shattered as a 
war zone. No, for these communities, we’ve 
got to go one step further and eliminate the 
capital gains tax all together within these 
enterprise zones, because this surely will at- 
tract more investment and jobs, and en- 
courage more development in these areas. 

There is something perverse about dis- 
criminatory lending practices that have 
kept the FHA out of the very places that 
need the most help. And so, my administra- 
tion will ensure that FHA is true to its first 
mission: to make housing affordable for low- 
and moderate-income families. It’s wrong to 
draw a red line around the inner city; it’s 
not right or fair. And we’re going to replace 
the red line with a green line of opportuni- 
ty and jobs for the future. 

The centerpiece of HOPE is to let all 
Americans live in dignity and control their 
destiny. And dignity is exactly what resi- 
dent management projects allow. Tenant 
management and tenant ownership is not 
just an experiment, it’s the future. But even 
more is needed. We’re all going to have to 
work in a partnership to solve the problems 
of the helpless and the homeless. My ad- 
ministration is going to do its part by ex- 
panding homeless assistance. Late last year 
I signed a bill that boosts funding under the 
McKinney Act to reduce homelessness. Our 
HOPE proposals will tie shelter with basic 
services for those in need. And Secretary 
Kemp, I know, will tell you later of the 
other steps we’re taking. 

You’re doing your part. You certainly are, 
building and renovating shelters for the 
homeless, for battered women, for these 
troubled children and retarded adults. And 
you’re working with the Job Corps, taking 
the unskilled, the out-of-work, and training 
them for lifetime careers in construction 
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and maintenance. And again, I congratulate 
you on this commitment. What better Point 
of Light—one American helping another 
have a better life. 

But our partnership needs a third ele- 
ment: that constellation of volunteers I re- 
ferred to that I call the Thousand Points of 
Light. I couldn’t come to Atlanta without 
taking note of one such Point of Light: a 
part-time carpenter and his wife, who have 
provided sheiter for so many in this very 
city. And of course, I’m talking about the 
former President, Jimmy, and Rosalynn 
Carter. They deserve our thanks, as do all 
the people behind Habitat for Humanity. 
[Applause] 

And he was President, and he deserves 
the applause you’ve given him. And so does 
a woman named Ella McCall. Ella, once a 
homeless mother, now she has her master’s 
degree and serves the homeless as a social 
worker in a shelter in Washington, DC. And 
when the family strives to move out of a 
shelter into a home, they need her, they 
need Ella. When a homeless mother wan- 
ders lost with her children in tow, she 
needs Ella. And when I look out of the 
south window of the White House at dusk 
and see the distant figures of ragged men 
bedding down for the night, I pray to God 
that this country find more people like Ella 
McCall. 

Your work in job training, Jack Kemp’s 
work in tenant management and owner- 
ship, Ella McCall’s work with the home- 
less—all of this ultimately saves the taxpay- 
ers money. But this isn’t about money, it’s 
about caring. And if it takes love to make a 
house a home, then perhaps the same could 
be said of a country. For the poorest among 
us, America must not just be a place to live 
in but a home for all. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless 
the United States of America. Thank you 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in 
the Omni Coliseum. In his opening re- 
marks, he referred to the following associa- 
tion officers: Shirley McVay Wiseman, 
president; Martin Perlman, incoming presi- 
dent; Mark E. Tipton, first vice president; 
Robert J. Buchert, vice president and treas- 
urer; Kent W. Colton, chief executive offi- 
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cer; and Robert D. Bannister, senior staff 
vice president for governmental affairs. The 
President also referred to Ann Richards, 
one of the keynote speakers at the 1989 
Democratic National Convention. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Development of Wetlands 
Conservation Policy 


January 19, 1990 


President Bush today visited the Ever- 
glades National Park to emphasize his com- 
mitment to achieving the goal of no net loss 
of wetlands. On December 13, he signed 
into law the Everglades National Park Pro- 
tection and Expansion Act of 1989, which 
expands the park by over 100,000 acres. 
The President believes this type of environ- 
mental stewardship can coexist with eco- 
nomic growth and prosperity as we face the 
challenge of protecting the Nation’s wet- 
lands. 

At the President’s direction, the Domestic 
Policy Council, which has created a task 
force on wetlands, is in the process of exam- 
ining how best to implement the Presi- 
dent’s goal of no net loss. The Domestic 
Policy Council review is expected to lead to 
recommendations for revising Executive 
Order 11990, which was signed in 1977 and 
directs Federal agencies to minimize the 
loss of wetlands resulting from Federal ac- 
tions, but does not address the broader issue 
of achieving no net loss. In addition, the 
task force will examine other methods to 
achieve the goal of no net loss and make 
recommendations to the President in late 
1990. 

The task force has been undertaking 
background studies and briefings on wet- 
lands preservation. During the coming 
months, the task force will hold a series of 
public meetings around the country to solic- 
it public comment on appropriate strategies 
for achieving the no-net-loss goal, including 
consideration of the effectiveness of regula- 
tory programs and the use of nonregulatory 
approaches. The meetings will also focus on 
specific issues, such as losses which are re- 
lated to agricultural production, losses of 
wetlands in the Mississippi River Basin and 


along the Louisiana coast, and the unique 
challenges posed in Alaska. Information 
gained at these meetings will be used in the 
development of recommendations to the 
President. 

The task force will accomplish its work 
through the use of small interagency 
groups, each of which will develop options 
on a particular issue for consideration by 
the full task force. These groups will ad- 
dress a number of issues, such as: the scope 
and meaning of the no-net-loss goal; specific 
Executive order language required to 
ensure that Federal policies assist in achiev- 
ing the goal; the important roles of State 
and local communities and private conser- 
vation groups in preserving wetlands; the 
role of market-based incentives in wetland 
protection; mitigation of wetlands loss 
through replacement elsewhere and addi- 
tional steps that may be necessary to imple- 
ment the no-net-loss goal, including wheth- 
er legislative changes are required. 


Nomination of William D. Phillips To 
Be an Associate Director of the Office 
of Science and Technology Policy 


January 19, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate William D. Phillips to be 
an Associate Director of the Office of Sci- 
ence and Technology Policy. This is a new 
position. 

Since 1989 Dr. Phillips has served as 
president of the Missouri Advanced Tech- 
nology Institute in St. Louis, MO. In addi- 
tion, he has served as science adviser to the 
Governor of Missouri, 1987 to present, and 
a professor of chemistry at Washington Uni- 
versity, 1987 to present. Prior to this, Dr. 
Phillips was senior vice president of science 
and technology for Mallinckrodt, Inc., in St. 
Louis, MO. 

Dr. Phillips graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Kansas (B.A., 1948) and the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology (Ph.D., 1951). 
He was born October 10, 1925, in Kansas 
City, MO. He served in the U.S. Navy, 
1943-1946. Dr. Phillips currently resides in 
St. Louis, MO. 
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Nomination of Eugene Wong To Be an 
Associate Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy 


January 19, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Eugene Wong to be an 
Associate Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy. This is a new posi- 
tion. 

Dr. Wong has served at the University of 
California at Berkeley as a professor of elec- 
trical engineering and computer science, 
1969-present; as an assistant professor, 
1962-1965; and as an associate professor, 
1965-1969. He has served as a fellow at 
Harvard University, Imperial College, and 
the University of Cambridge. Prior to this, 
he worked for IBM Research Center in 
Yorktown, NY, 1960-1962, and for the IBM 
Research Laboratory in Poughkeepsie, NY, 
1955-1956. 

Dr. Wong graduated from Princeton 
(B.A., 1955; Ph.D., 1959). He was born De- 
cember 24, 1934, in Nanking, China. He is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
Berkeley, CA. 


Nomination of Edward W. Kelley, Jr., 
To Be a Member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System 


January 19, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward W. Kelley, Jr., to 
be a member of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System for a term of 
14 years, from February 1, 1990. This is a 
reappointment. 

Since 1987 Mr. Kelley has served as a 
member of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System. Prior to this, he 
was chairman of the board of Investment 
Advisors, Inc., in Houston, TX, 1981-1987. 
In addition, he has served as chairman of 
the board of the Shoreline Companies, Inc., 
and director of Texas Industries, Inc. 

Mr. Kelley graduated from Rice Universi- 
ty (B.A., 1954) and Harvard University 
(M.B.A., 1959). He was born January 27, 
1932, in Eugene, OR. He served in the U.S. 
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Naval Reserve, 1954-1956. Mr. Kelley is 
married, has three children, and resides in 
Washington, DC. 


Proclamation 6090—National Sanctity 
of Human Life Day, 1990 


January 19, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 
we affirm the sanctity of human life in all 
its stages. We recall that at the very begin- 
ning of our Nation, Thomas Jefferson wrote 
in the Declaration of Independence that 
“Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi- 
ness” are among the “unalienable Rights” 
with which all people are endowed by God. 
Similarly, our Constitution recognizes the 
sanctity of life by providing that no person 
shall be deprived of life without the due 
process of law. 

On this day, we thank God for the mil- 
lions of Americans who work every day to 
affirm the sanctity of life: scientists who 
devote their lives to researching cures for 
disabling and deadly diseases; doctors and 
nurses who care for premature babies, the 
elderly, and the sick; those who inspire our 
youth to say “no” to drugs and “yes” to the 
full richness of life; and those who work to 
affirm the sanctity of life in our laws and 
public policy. We recall that when life is 
threatened, Americans respond energetical- 
ly and quickly, as when disasters such as 
Hurricane Hugo or the Loma Prieta earth- 
quake strike. In sorrow, we recall scenes 
that deny the sanctity of life: babies born 
addicted to drugs, lives shattered by drugs 
or alcohol, the elderly who are neglected, 
the disabled denied their full potential. We 
are also mindful that children, in particular, 
need special concern, care, and protection, 
both before and after birth. 

One of the key issues connected with the 
sanctity of life, abortion, has been a divisive 
issue in our Nation for many years. The 
prevalence of abortion in America today is 
a tragedy not only in terms of human lives 
lost, but also in terms of the values we hold 
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dear as a Nation. We pray for a recognition 
that the principle of life’s sanctity should 
guide public policy on this question and 
others, just as moral principles should guide 
our individual lives. We pray also for 
wisdom and guidance as those with public 
responsibilities consider this question. We 
ask all levels of government and all sectors 
of society to promote policies to encourage 
alternatives such as adoption, and to extend 
policies that make adopting easier for fami- 
lies who want children and can provide a 
loving, supportive home for them, particu- 
larly for children with special needs. We 
hope for the day when devoted families 
who want to adopt will no longer be disap- 
pointed. On this day, we also thank God for 
the advances in medicine that have im- 
proved the care of unborn children in the 
womb and premature babies. These scien- 
tific advances reinforce the belief that 
unborn children are persons, entitled to 
medical care and legal protection. 

All stages of human life are precious; all 
demand recognition of their sanctity. Pro- 
tection of human life is a reflection of our 
Nation’s most cherished principles. Let us 
then on this day speak for those who cannot 
speak and join with other Americans in 
reaffirming the sanctity of life. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim Sunday, January 21, 
1990, as National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. I call upon all Americans to reflect on 
the sanctity of human life in all its stages 
and to gather in homes and places of wor- 
ship to give thanks for the gift of life and to 
reaffirm our commitment of respect for life 
and the dignity of every human being. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:13 a.m., January 22, 1990) 


Remarks at a Fundraising Dinner for 
Governor Bob Martinez in Miami, 
Florida 


January 19, 1990 


Thank you very much, Bob. Thank you, 
Governor. In case you missed it, Bar and I 
are pretty proud of our son, Jeb—smiling 
away when I think Bob honored him by 
asking him to be his campaign chairman. To 
Mary Jane Martinez and our chairman, Van 
Poole; our able Secretary of the Interior, 
way down there, Manuel Lujan—was with 
me all day long today—and of course, to my 
old friend, the doer, Alec Courtelis—I'll tell 
you, he does everything to help others—and 
to our outstanding United States Senator, 
Connie Mack, who is doing a superb job up 
there in Washington; and Members of the 
U.S. Congress, Mike Bilirakis and Bill Grant, 
Craig James, Clay Shaw, Bill McCollum, 
Porter Goss, and of course, your own—and 
Bar and I feel like our own—Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, right from this district here—and 
I might say parenthetically, I am very 
proud of the team that her husband is put- 
ting together here in Miami to see that jus- 
tice prevails; I’m very proud of Dexter Leh- 
tinen. 

You know, when it comes to standing by 
Bob Martinez, Barbara and I are not going 
to let anything get in our way, as much as 
we hate having to leave Washington in Jan- 
uary to come south to Florida. We'll do 
anything that’s required of us. [Laughter] 

As you know, I originally intended to 
come here in December. But as I told Bar, 
in order to meet with the most important 
man in the Soviet Union, I had to postpone 
a get-together with the most important man 
in Florida. Barbara said, “You know Dennis 
Erickson?” [Laughter] Of course, those of us 
who are fans of Hurricanes, we’re not alone. 
Every time you changed the TV channel 
this year, there was another team from 
Florida out there. I might say to Dennis and 
to Sam, I look forward to seeing you at the 
White House to salute your fantastic record. 
But tonight we’re talking about another 
champion: my early supporter, my friend, a 
great Republican, and—as Jeb pointed out, 
and Alec, too—a great chief executive. And 
I'm talking about Bob Martinez. 
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You know, in the next decade, Florida 
will need his leadership as never before. 
Every year, the equivalent of the popula- 
tion of a new city, even larger than Bob’s 
Tampa, moves to Florida. And some say this 
growth is a mixed blessing. Everyone loves 
the new businesses and the new jobs, but 
growth can also bring problems: how to 
preserve the environment, to fight crime. 
Florida’s growth is the proof of Florida's 
prosperity. So, what you need is a Governor 
who has always seeked the best for Florida, 
who will carefully weigh the needs of 
nature and man, who will make the most of 
economic opportunity while protecting 
your own very special way of life. And 
that’s the kind of Governor you need, and 
that’s the kind of Governor you've got, and 
that’s the Governor that we must reelect. 

Some leaders look only for immediate po- 
litical gain. Bob Martinez—he looks beyond 
the horizon to the stars. And this has been 
an incredible year of change. Promises to 
be a decade of change, beginning with the 
successful mission of the space shuttle Co- 
lumbia. And now, thanks to Bob Martinez, 
American business is on the launch pad 
with Spaceport Florida. 

And a President, too, must look to the far 
horizons, and the other great frontier of our 
time is the freedom frontier. The world in 
January 1990 is a very different place, very 
different than it was in January of 1989. 
Then the Berlin Wall seemed to be an im- 
penetrable vei! between East and West; 
now that Iron Curtain is open. And then a 
dictator reigned in Panama, and now the 
people rule in Panama. In fact, there are 
only two holdouts preventing a_ totally 
democratic hemisphere. So, let Daniel 
Ortega and Fidel take note: Like the dino- 
saur, the day of the dictator is over. They 
are swimming against the tide. 

But this is an era of brisk change abroad. 
Let us also make it a time of great achieve- 
ment at home. And Bob and I began this 
year by working together to help Florida 
farmers recover from the terrible freeze. 
And I was pleased at his suggestion to sign a 
major disaster declaration for southern Flor- 
ida earlier this week, authorizing Federal 
relief and recovery assistance. And we will 
work on a wide range of domestic issues, 
from the environment to crime fighting, 
sound economic policies and education. 
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But to be effective, we will both need the 
cooperation, not the opposition, of partisan 
legislators. Take clean air. Last summer, I 
proposed the first major revision of the 
Clean Air Act since 1977, one that uses 
market solutions to cut acid rain, smog, and 
other poisons in our air. And it was a bal- 
anced proposal. But Congress still hasn’t 
acted. And so, I call on Congress as soon as 
it reconvenes to preserve the balance, to 
keep costs under control, but to act on 
clean air. 

And, yes, we have other environmental 
concerns. I know that every time I fish 
along the flats off Islamorada, I’m reminded 
of just how special Florida truly is. You have 
the longest coast of any State in the conti- 
nental United States, some of it beautiful 
beaches; some of it lined with leafy man- 
groves—your interior landscape, a tropical 
jewel glistening with rivers and marshes 
and freshwater swamps, and the famous 
river of grass. Just this afternoon, as Bob 
referred to this, we toured the Everglades 
and saw sanctuaries for crocodiles and tur- 
tles. And this is the home of the royal palm 
and the bald cypress, the Florida panther, 
and so many other rare and endangered 
plant and animal species. And all these 
creatures, great and small, need very spe- 
cial protection. 

So, Bob has been working with my ad- 
ministration to extend the Everglades east- 
ward across the very land that we saw 
today. And this successful partnership be- 
tween Florida and the Federal Government 
has been furthered by the able leadership 
of Manuel Lujan. Working with Secretary 
Lujan, Governor Martinez took the initia- 
tive necessary to make this major Ever- 
glades expansion a reality. He created the 
East Everglades Land Acquisition Task 
Force. And because the State of Florida was 
willing to set aside part of this land, I was 
able to sign into law a bill increasing the 
size of Everglades National Park by more 
than 100,000 acres. And because of our ef- 
forts together, we have ensured that the 
Everglades will remain an everlasting treas- 
ure for the children of America. In fact, I 
hear that even the alligators are pleased. 
[Laughter] So pleased, they’re wearing polo 
shirts with a little picture of Bob Martinez 
on their chests. [Laughter] 
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And we will go further to protect natural 
Florida, but we also need common sense to 
protect another delicate ecology, if you will, 
the ecology of an expanding economy with 
good jobs and good government. And as I 
start my second year as President, one of 
my prime economic goals is to cut the tax 
on capital gains. You see, I believe I know 
that such a tax cut would create even great- 
er opportunities for more Americans. Now, 
of course, there’s those who claim other- 
wise. They attack me for claiming this is a 
tax cut for the rich, but we know that such 
a tax cut will help every American who 
holds a job or owns a home. A majority, a 
majority—Connie knows this well—the 
Members of the United States Congress, 
Senate and House, are on record as wanting 
to cut capital gains. And therefore, I call on 
the political leadership in Congress to get 
out of the way of that majority. Let the will 
of the majority work on this important job- 
oriented piece of legislation. 

Bob and I agree on other basic economic 
principles, as true in Tallahassee as they are 
in Washington, DC: when legislators send a 
spendthrift legislation, we send it back. But 
if legislators will work with us, we can 
devise creative new ways to use frugal 
means to achieve generous ends. And for 
those who say that we need to spend more 
money to get people off welfare, I say look 
to Florida—look to Florida. Thanks to your 
Governor’s Project Independence, 31,000 
men and women, all welfare recipients, 
were able to use State training and. educa- 
tion to replace welfare with work. And this 
is the best kind of antipoverty program, one 
that saves the taxpayers’ money—tens of 
millions of dollars—one that really does 
work. 

Bob and I share yet another goal, and 
that’s to beat the scourge of drugs, a 
menace to the very future of America. Bob 
is the lead Governor on the substance abuse 
and drug trafficking for the national task 
force for the National Governors’ Associa- 
tion. He set a national precedent by ap- 
pointing a State drug czar. And he has 
worked to make parolees undergo drug 
testing with counseling—to get straight and 
then to stay straight. 

And Bob and I also share a philosophy 
about prison sentences: make them at least 
as tough as the criminals you convict. And 


Bob has already stiffened the Florida code, 
added the prison space to enforce it. In 
Washington, Congress, to its credit, acted 
on part of my anticrime package. More 
money has been provided for additional 
prison space, more Federal law enforce- 
ment officers. But Congress has left too 
much work undone. And so, help Senator 
Mack and our Republican Congressmen 
here tonight—all of them supporters—our 
Members of Congress and me, help us all to 
get action on the rest of my violent crime 
package: to toughen Federal sentences for 
those using a firearm in the commission of a 
felony, to reform the rules of evidence, to 
support the police, to enact the death pen- 
alty proposal that I sent them. Join me in 
calling on Congress to take the shackles off 
the policemen, the courts, and the law. 

Bob and I support an oppressed minority, 
one that’s too often been stripped of its 
rights, and I’m talking about the victims of 
crime. I hope that each of you, one way or 
another, will try to help out what I call a 
Thousand Points of Light, try to learn a 
little more about these organizations to help 
the victims of crime. 

I say a killer deserves something else, and 
I'm talking about justice. And justice is ex- 
actly what Bob Martinez is dispensing in 
this State. So, let those who value life so 
little know one sure thing: that when they 
come to Florida, they’ve reached the end of 
the line. We need to back up our law en- 
forcement people. 

But the challenges of the future also re- 
quire vision and compassion, especially the 
challenge of preparing our children for the 
future. And if I might—I am in great admi- 
ration of Barbara for what she’s done over 
the years in working to help make our 
country a literate nation. We have an Edu- 
cational Excellence Act. And that Educa- 
tional Excellence Act has been one of my 
top priorities since I sent this legislation to 
Congress almost 9 months ago. To make our 
schools work, we must give parents, teach- 
ers, and children choice and flexibility and 
then hold everyone accountable for the re- 
sults. And accountability should begin with 
the United States Congress. It’s high time 
that Congress finished its homework and 
passed needed education reforms. When it 
comes to caring for children, perhaps Wash- 
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ington could learn a thing or two from Bob 
Martinez, who has worked so hard on 
behalf of children at risk, whose One 
Church, One Child Program has placed so 
many foster children in loving homes. 

I've spoken here at length about some of 
my hopes for this year because they mesh 
so well, you see. They mesh so well with 
your Governor’s outlook. But Bob’s achieve- 
ments stand alone, from the environment to 
crimefighting, to preparing the children of 
Florida for the future. His would be a re- 
markable record of achievement for any 
Governor, but for this Governor, it’s all just 
another day at the office. 

The bottom line is this—and this is what I 
came down to tell you: I need Bob Marti- 
nez; Florida needs Bob Martinez. So, let’s 
hit the campaign trail, the trail to victory in 
November. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless 
America. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:26 p.m. in 
the main ballroom of the Omni Interna- 
tional Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
the Governor's wife, Mary Jane Martinez; 
Van Poole and Alec Courtelis, chairman 
and finance chairman of the State Republi- 


can Party, respectively; Dexter Lehtinen, . 


acting U.S. Attorney; and Dennis Erickson 
and Sam Jankovich, football coach and di- 
rector of intercollegiate athletics at the Uni- 
versity of Miami, respectively. Following 
his remarks, the President and Mrs. Bush 
went to Camp David, MD, for the weekend. 


Executive Order 12700—President’s 
Council of Advisors on Science and 
Technology 


January 19, 1990 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
establish, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App. 2), an advisory 
committee on science and technology, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab- 
lished the President’s Council of Advisors 
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on Science and Technology (“Council”). 
The Council shall be composed of not more 
than 15 members, one of whom shall be the 
Director of the Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy, and 14 of whom shall be dis- 
tinguished individuals from the private 
sector to be appointed by the President. 
The Director of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy shall serve as Chairman 
of the Council. The Vice Chairman shall be 
appointed by the President from among the 
14 private sector members. The Chairman 
shall report directly to the President. 

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Council shall 
advise the President on matters involving 
all areas of science and technology. 

(b) In the performance of its advisory 
duties the Council shall conduct a continu- 
ing review and assessment of developments 
in science and technology, and _ shall, 
through the Chairman, report thereon to 
the President whenever requested. 

(c) The Chairman may, from time to 
time, invite experts to investigate and 
report to the Council on specific issues of 
national consequence. 

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of 
Executive agencies shall, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, provide the Council! and its 
panels such information with respect to sci- 
entific and technological matters as re- 
quired for the purpose of carrying out its 
functions. 

(b) Members of the Council shall serve 
without any compensation for their work on 
the Council. However, members appointed 
from among private citizens of the United 
States may be allowed travel expenses, in- 
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, as 
authorized by law for persons serving inter- 
mittently in the Government service (5 
U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(c) Any expenses of the Council shall be 
paid from the funds available for the ex- 
penses of the Office of Science and Tech- 
nology Policy. 

(d) The Office of Administration shall, on 
a reimbursable basis, provide such adminis- 
trative services as may be required. 

Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding any 
other Executive order, the functions of the 
President under the Federal Advisory Com- 
mittee Act, as amended, except that of re- 
porting to the Congress, which are applica- 
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ble to the Council, shall be performed by 
the Office of Administration in accord with 
the guidelines and procedures established 
by the Administrator of General Services. 

(b) The Council shall terminate on June 
30, 1991, unless sooner extended. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 19, 1990. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:14 a.m., January 22, 1990) 


Remarks to Participants in the March 
for Life Rally 


January 22, 1990 


Hello. Well, at first I want to welcome all 
of you gathered in Washington from around 
the country for this year’s March for Life. 
Before you begin the march, I want to take 
a minute to share my deep, personal con- 
cern about abortion on demand, which I 
oppose. 

For 17 years, the March for Life has 
served as a poignant reminder to all Ameri- 
cans that human life in all its forms must be 
respected. And I think all of you know my 
deep conviction on Roe versus Wade. The 
continuing strong presence of the March for 
Life reminds those of us in decisionmaking 
capacities, in the White House and in the 
Congress and in the Court, that millions of 
Americans care fundamentally about this 
issue and are committed to preserving the 
sanctity of life. 

Your movement also reminds Americans, 
especially young Americans, of the self-evi- 
dent moral superiority of adoption over 
abortion. We should all be grateful to the 
families that adopt babies, giving them care 
and love and a chance for a wonderful life. 

Ladies and gentlemen, let me assure you 
that this President stands with you on this 
issue of life and that my prayers go out to 
all of you for your faith and courage. God 
bless you, and God bless life. Thank you 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at noon from the 
Oval Office at the White House, via an 


electronic hookup with the rally site. Par- 
ticipants had gathered on the Ellipse for a 
march to the Supreme Court on the occa- 
sion of the 17th anniversary of the Court’s 
decision of Roe v. Wade, which legalized 
abortion. 


Statement on the Appointment of 
Arnold Schwarzenegger as Chairman of 
the President’s Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports 


January 22, 1990 


I am pleased to announce the appoint- 
ment of Arnold Schwarzenegger as Chair- 
man of the President’s Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports, and I challenge him to 
raise the consciousness of all Americans on 
the importance of good health through 
physical fitness. 


The physical health of all Americans must 
have a stronger commitment than an 
annual New Year’s resolution. We now 
know that individuals can influence their 
health, fitness, and productive prime of life 
through the active pursuit of regular exer- 
cise programs. I have asked Arnold to chair 
the Council because I believe he is uniquely 
qualified to address and influence national 
health and fitness issues, especially among 
our youth. Arnold has devoted much of his 
career to the pursuit and advocacy of physi- 
cal fitness. His abilities have produced a 
broad range of career successes involving 
athletic competition, acting, and business 
ventures. 


The continued success of the President’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports is in 
large part due to the efforts of past Councils 
and Chairmen, especially immediate past 
Chairman Dick Kazmaier. I have asked 
Dick to remain on the Council so that his 
experience and knowledge can be of bene- 
fit to the new Chairman. I will be announc- 
ing other new members of the Council in 
the very near future, and I know that 
through the Council’s work and Arnold’s 
leadership physical fitness will become a 
priority for all Americans in the 1990's. 
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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on Rural Development Programs 


January 22, 1990 


Today the President ordered the imple- 
mentation of a report from the White 
House Economic Policy Council’s Working 
Group on Rural Development, formed in 
April 1989 to analyze and evaluate existing 
Federal rural development programs and 
develop policy options for improving their 
coordination and execution. 

The President has instructed Secretary of 
Agriculture Clayton Yeutter to implement 
six proposals designed to improve the co- 
ordination of rural development programs 
and serve as a catalyst for future initiatives. 
They are: 

President’s Council on Rural America. A 
Presidential Council will be formed with 
membership drawn from farmers, State and 
local governments, rural businesses and 
high-technology industries to advise the 
Federal Government on improving Federal 
rural development policy. 

State Rural Development Councils. Each 
State will establish a Rural Development 
Council to coordinate Federal rural devel- 
opment programs in its region. Council 
members will include representation from 
the Office of the Governor and the State 
representatives of all Federal departments 
administering rural development programs 
locally. The council will identify and assess 
local rural development needs and coordi- 
nate the delivery of Federal and State rural 
development programs to meet those 
needs. 

Rural Development Demonstration Pro- 
grams. Under existing budgetary resources 
and programs, a series of Rural Develop- 
ment Demonstration Programs will be orga- 
nized to identify regional rural develop- 
ment needs, develop plans of action to 
meet those needs, bring together the neces- 
sary resources, and evaluate the process and 
its results for possible application on a 
broader basis. 

Rural Development Technical Assistance 
Center and Hot Line. The Department of 
Agriculture will establish a center to pro- 
vide technical assistance and detailed infor- 
mation on Federal programs that serve 
rural communities. The Center will also link 
callers with Federal, State, and regional 
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program officials who can provide addition- 
al assistance. 

Target Federal Rural Development Pro- 
grams. Given limited Federal budget re- 
sources, the Federal Government will at- 
tempt to target rural development pro- 
grams on those activities that generate the 
maximum net economic benefits. While 
most Federal rural development programs 
allocate funds by formula, programs with 
discretionary accounts will allocate funds to 
those activities where the payoff is greatest. 

Economic Policy Council’s Working 
Group on Rural Development. This working 
group will become a standing committee of 
the President’s Economic Policy Council 
and will implement any rural development 
initiatives developed by the President’s 
Council on Rural America and approved by 
the administration. 

Secretary Yeutter will hold a press avail- 
ability at the Department of Agriculture 
today at 10:30 a.m. to discuss these initia- 
tives. 


Nomination of James L. Kolstad To Be 
Chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board 


January 22, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James L. Kolstad to be 
Chairman of the National Transportation 
Safety Board for a term of 2 years. He 
would succeed James Eugene Burnett, Jr. 

Since 1988 Mr. Kolstad has served as 
Acting Chairman of the National Transpor- 
tation Safety Board in Washington, DC. 
Prior to this, he served as Vice Chairman of 
the National Transportation Safety Board, 
1988; member of the National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board, 1987-1988; vice presi- 
dent of the Pat Thompson Co. in Denver, 
CO, 1986-1987; aviation management con- 
sultant in Denver, CO, 1986; and senior di- 
rector of communications and public affairs 
for Frontier Airlines in Denver, CO, 1978— 
1985. In addition, he served as Director of 
the Office of Community and Congressional 
Relations for the Civil Aeronautics Board, 
1973-1978; Presidential advanceman for 
the White House, 1972-1973; Executive As- 
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sistant for Intergovernmental Relations for 
the Office of the Vice President at the 
White House, 1971-1972; Director of Inter- 
governmental Relations at the Department 
of Transportation, 1969-1971; and legisla- 
tive assistant to Congressman James F. 
Battin, 1968-1969. 


Mr. Kolstad graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Montana (B.A., 1960). He was born 
March 3, 1939, in Washington, DC. Mr. Kol- 
stad served in the U.S. Navy. He resides in 
Alexandria, VA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation Mission to Panama 


January 22, 1990 


The U.S. Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation (OPIC) plans to recruit U.S. 
businesses for an investment mission to 
Panama, February 23-28. The OPIC mis- 
sion will familiarize investors with the eco- 
nomic and political climate in Panama by 
providing direct access to representatives of 
Panama’s new government and _ business 
community. The purpose of this mission is 
to help rebuild the Panamanian economy. 


Panama’s business infrastructure retains 
attractive features, such as transportation, 
communications, and financial services. It 
has excellent potential in agriculture, aqua- 
culture, light industry, and tourism. 


Preparation for the mission will begin 
with a preliminary trip to Panama by OPIC 
CEO and President Fred M. Zeder on Janu- 
ary 31. 


OPIC is the U.S. Government agency re- 
sponsible for encouraging investment in 
some 110 developing countries worldwide. 
An increasingly vital tool of American for- 
eign policy, OPIC encourages investors to 
explore overseas business opportunities. In 
the past year, OPIC has led investment mis- 
sions to Poland, Hungary, Bolivia, sub-Saha- 
ran Africa, and other developing nations. 


Nomination of L. Joyce Hampers To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Commerce 


January 22, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate L. Joyce Hampers to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Eco- 
nomic Development. She would succeed 
Orson G. Swindle III. 

Since 1985 Mrs. Hampers has served as 
an attorney with the law firm of Tierney 
and Manoil in Boston, MA. Prior to this, she 
served as the Republican candidate for the 
Massachusetts State Treasurer, 1986; attor- 
ney with the law firm of Rosales and Ro- 
sales in Boston, MA, 1983-1985; commis- 
sioner at the department of revenue for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1979- 
1983; partner with the law firm of Blake 
and Hampers in Boston, MA, 1978-1979; 
and associate commissioner and member of 
the State tax commission at the department 
of revenue for the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, 1975-1978. 

Mrs. Hampers graduated from Boston 
College School of Law (L.L.B., 1967) and 
Boston University School of Law (L.L.M., 
1969). She was born September 30, 1938, in 
Mt. Vernon, IN. Mrs. Hampers is married, 
has three children, and resides in Chestnut 
Hill, MA. 


Remarks at the American Spectator 
Annual Dinner 


January 22, 1990 


Thank you, David. And let me say that I 
deem it a high honor to be introduced by 
David Morse, a man I’ve known for a long, 
long time, a Nobel winner and extraordi- 
nary human being. And congratulations, sir, 
on the wonderful work of Libertad, the 
work that it’s doing to advance the cause of 
freedom in the world. Let me also pay my 
respects and recognize Lord Henry Plumb 
over here, who is with us tonight, also a 
distinguished international figure—very 
proud to be with him and many members 
of my administration and Senators and 
Members of the House of Representatives— 
our whole team on Capitol Hili. And of 
course, I’m very pleased to be on Bob Tyr- 
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rell’s kinder and gentler side. [Laughter] 
That’s his right side, if any question about 
that. 

I understand that this is actually the 
American Spectator’s 1989 annual dinner. 
[Laughter] Now, that’s true conservatism, 
you see. Wait until the year’s over—com- 
pletely over—until you decide whether it’s 
worth celebrating about. [Laughter] But 
who am I to criticize? Actually, I've learned 
to be more forgiving about confusions in- 
volving the calendar—ever since I made 
September 7th a date that would live in 
infamy. [Laughter] 

But I am delighted to be here, and so is 
Barbara. We are to help celebrate tonight 
with all of you. Our nation’s intellectual life 
would be more than a little poorer without 
the American Spectator surveying the 
scene. Your critical eye helps us see be- 
neath the surface, see beneath and beyond 
the intellectual fads and fashions of the day, 
to the ideas and the enduring values that 
really matter in our society. That’s a valua- 
ble service, especially today, because there 
is a tendency these days to mistake surface 
appearances for the substance of things. 

Take an issue like homelessness. There is 
no condition more repugnant to the demo- 
cratic values and the dignity of the individ- 
ual, and there’s no problem more suscepti- 
ble to misunderstanding. We’ve all heard 
the law of unintended consequences. Well, 
what’s at work here is what we could call 
the law of well-intended consequences. And 
in some ways, our difficulty with dealing 
with homelessness begins with the label, a 
label that tells us what the homeless lack is 
homes. 

But the problem is far more complex— 
more complex because the real problem of 
homelessness is not one-dimensional. There 
are homeless families, cases where the hus- 
band and the wife and the children are all 
together, out on the street. But most often, 
homelessness is a symptom of a more perva- 
sive problem: drug or alcohol addiction or 
chronic joblessness or mental illness or 
family problems—conditions that prevent 
the unfortunate people that we see on the 
streets from caring for their children, from 
keeping a home. 

If our policy towards the homeless doesn’t 
treat these causes, if it doesn’t combine the 
basic need for shelter with other support 
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services that reach the real reasons for 
homelessness, all the best intentions and all 
the housing in the world won't get the 
homeless off the street once and for all and 
back into society. There is no other way to 
truly help the homeless break the grip of 
life on the streets. And so, last November I 
announced what we call the HOPE initia- 
tive—Homeownership and Opportunity for 
People Everywhere. Along with help for 
first-time homebuyers, this new proposal 
brings other creative solutions to the diffi- 
cult housing problems facing low-income 
families, not new public construction pro- 
grams that too often prove to be expensive 
failures but more tenant ownership and 
housing vouchers to provide more options 
to more people. 

But affordability is only one part of the 
problem: availability is the other. We must 
renew the low-income housing tax credit to 
spur needed private construction. We've 
got to go even further. We need policies 
that encourage the growth and investment 
that provide jobs, the jobs that translate 
into homes. And we need enterprise zones 
to stimulate entrepreneurship. And we 
need to cut the capital gains tax. And in 
these pockets of poverty, these special en- 
terprise zones, we need to eliminate that 
tax altogether. 

But the real answer for homeless with 
mental problems or dependent on drugs or 
alcohol—the real answer is shelter plus 
care. And you’re familiar with the McKin- 
ney Act. It’s now been signed into law and 
substantially increases funding to reduce 
homelessness. But the solution to the prob- 
lems of the homeless require partnership— 
Federal, State, and local. Through HOPE, 


.we will improve coordination of basic 


needs, like shelter, with other social services 
to help the homeless get the support they 
need to control their own lives and find the 
jobs that mean the difference between a 
life of despair and a life of dignity. 

But homelessness isn’t the only issue 
where we need to look beyond superficial 
quick-fix solutions. Take our schools, educa- 
tion. There is no single function more vital 
to society than what goes on in that class- 
room: cultivating the skills and intellect we 
need to succeed in the future, transmitting 
our values—centuries of experience and 
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hard-won wisdom—from one generation to 
the next. 

Now the conventional wisdom—current 
wisdom, I guess you call it on the back page 
of the Spectator, is that there’s nothing 
wrong with our schools that can’t be cor- 
rected, if only the Federal Government 
would just get out that checkbook and write 
a check. Well, we all know the bigger the 
price tag, the better the quality, right? 
Well, the fact is, we already spend as much 
or more than the other industrialized soci- 
eties and democracies on education—an av- 
erage of almost $4,000 per student each 
year. And we all know the results: our 
schools simply are not making the grade. 

So, what’s wrong? It’s not a question of 
cash. We’ve got to use our resources more 
wisely: look to the schools that do work, 
find out why, translate their success into the 
goals that all schools can aim for. And then 
we've got to take two more crucial steps. 
We've got to give parents a choice in their 
children’s schools, and we've got to give our 
schools the freedom and flexibility they 
need to strive for higher standards and then 
hold them accountable. 

There is no shortcut to better schools. 
And there’s also no shortcut to the victory 
line in the race against drugs and crime. 
There’s no simple solution to a problem as 
complex as this. And here again, it'll take a 
partnership of people reaching into every 
neighborhood and every school. 

You know, at the Federal level, we’ve 
developed a comprehensive National Drug 
Strategy to attack this insidious plague on 
four fronts: enforcement, interdiction, edu- 
cation, and treatment. And I salute our 
Drug Czar, Bill Bennett—why we call 
people czars in the United States, I don’t 
know. But if there’s ever a guy that de- 
served the title, it’s Bill. 

But over the past year, we’ve sent Con- 
gress our proposals, and frankly, we have 
made progress in some areas. I’m pleased 
that Capitol Hill provided us with the rein- 
forcements that we asked for—new agents, 
new prosecutors, new prisons—to catch, 
convict, and hold those who value America 
so little. But these new troops can’t do it 
alone. Simply put: We must have tougher 
laws on the books. And that means in- 
creased mandatory time for firearms of- 
fenses, the death penalty for anyone who 


kills a law enforcement officer, and no 
more loopholes that let criminals go free. 

Working together, the administration and 
Congress can make even more progress. 
But our drug and crime problems go 
beyond government solutions alone. Get- 
ting addicts off drugs or making sure that 
hardened criminals do hard time will take 
the commitment of everyone who cares 
about this country. And it will take a return 
to the values that have taught generations 
of Americans the difference between right 
and wrong. It’s not an easy road to travel, 
but it is the surest route to a drug-free 
America. 

And that’s why, with all the flash and the 
fluff in the world today, there’s something 
we can’t afford to lose sight of, something 
deceptively simple: it’s who we are that 
makes this nation what it is. You know, we 
all know democracy is more than the ma- 
chinery of government, more than just a 
system of checks and balances, clashing in- 
terests. More than anything else, democracy 
depends on the decency of its people. And I 
am convinced that there is in this country a 
deep reservoir of democratic decency: a re- 
spect for others, a sense of responsibility, a 
solid recognition that values matter. This 
reservoir of decency is there for us to draw 
on to renew our dedication to the funda- 
mental ideals of a free government. 

And it’s not a matter of each individual 
waging a lonely battle against the imperson- 
al forces of society; we’re not alone. The 
values I’m talking about have a home in the 
family, in our churches, and in our commu- 
nities. And these institutions are strong, 
much stronger than the alarmists out there 
would have us believe. Each of them con- 
tributes to our public life, enriches it in 
ways beyond measure. Each of them makes 
this nation strong, gives it a sense of pur- 
pose and a role in the world. 

And this is the culture that sustains us, 
the culture that we must ourselves sustain. 
And that’s our challenge today. I must con- 
fess, I worry at times about the dissolution 
of the family, about the diminution of the 
family. But fundamentally, the institution is 
strong. And our challenge, then: to see the 
values and institutions that endure, beneath 
the kaleidoscope of modern culture. 
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The American people understand there 
are no snap answers, that the only solutions 
that succeed are ones consistent with these 
core values. And for all the noise and the 
clatter of contemporary culture, that’s cause 
for optimism. The calendar offers each of us 
convenient launch points for a fresh start. 
Sometimes it’s a new day, a new year— 
now, a brand-new decade. And the begin- 
ning of the nineties invites America to 
clearly put its signature on the 20th centu- 
ry, to write the next chapter in a book of 
spectacular achievements in freedom, eco- 
nomics, human advancement, world leader- 
ship. I welcome the nineties with a genuine 
sense of optimism. It’s an ideal time to 
renew our vows and our values, time to 
look beyond the next paycheck and the 
next personal problem, time instead to look 
to the next generation. 

And so, I am optimistic about our future 
for one compelling reason: To succeed, we 
do not have to acquire any new qualities. 
The courage, ingenuity, and compassion 
that made us the leader of the free world is 
still in every one of us. And we simply have 
to remember that the American adventure 
isn’t over: it’s just begun. 

Thank you all very much. God bless you 
and the Spectator, and God bless the 
United States of America. And thank you 
for letting Barbara and me come by. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. in 
the ballroom at the Willard Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to Lord Henry Plumb, 
former President of the European Parlia- 
ment, and R. Emmett Tyrrell, Jr., editor of 
the American Spectator, a monthly maga- 
zine. 


Message on the Observance of National 
Afro-American (Black) History Month, 
February 1990 


January 22, 1990 


Each February, we observe National 
Black History Month in recognition of the 
remarkable achievements of Black Ameri- 
cans and the many contributions they have 
made to our nation’s heritage. 
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In 1926, the respected historian, Carter 
G. Woodson, initiated “Negro History 
Week” in order to increase public apprecia- 
tion for the important role Black Americans 
have played in shaping American history. 
This year, during Black History Month, we 
once again pay tribute to those courageous 
men and women who have triumphed over 
the bitter legacy of slavery and discrimina- 
tion and become full partners in America’s 
great experiment in self-government. 

Throughout our nation’s history, Black 
Americans have continued to demonstrate 
the strength of their beliefs and the wealth 
of their abilities. The career of Dr. Daniel 
Hale Williams, the first physician to per- 
form successful open-heart surgery, and the 
beloved poetry of Langston Hughes and 
Sterling Brown provide powerful examples 
of the honor Black Americans have earned 
in virtually every field of endeavor. This 
month, we also celebrate the lasting influ- 
ence of courageous individuals like Rosa 
Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who 
led the way in the struggle against bigotry 
and segregation. Their efforts helped open 
the doors of opportunity for millions of 
their fellow Americans. 

Standing on the threshold of a new 
decade, we look to the future with high 
hopes, confident that it will be marked by 
ever greater achievements among Black 
Americans and by continued progress in 
our efforts to promote equal opportunity 
and racial harmony in the United States. 

Today, I encourage all Americans to join 
me in saluting the tremendous achieve- 
ments of Black Americans. They strengthen 
and enrich our entire nation. 


George Bush 


Remarks to Members of the Law 
Eniorcement Community in Kansas 
City, Missouri 


January 23, 1990 


Thank you, Mayor Berkley. Thank you 
very, very much, all of you. Thank you very 
much. But how did you know that our dog, 
Millie, was the most popular person in the 
Bush family? [Laughter] I'm delighted to be 
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introduced by my friend, Dick Berkley, and 
thank you for that warm introduction. As 
he confessed, we go back a long, long time, 
and I’m grateful to him for his friendship 
and his leadership. I also want to thank and 
pay my respects to two that flew out here 
with me on Air Force One: our distin- 
guished Attorney General, Dick Thorn- 
burgh; and our Drug Policy Czar—why we 
use the word in the United States, I do not 
know—but our able Drug Policy Director, 
Bill Bennett. Both here with me today, and 
both doing a superb job for our country. 

It’s always good to see the Governors, and 
be with them, of these two great States, 
both friends—John Ashcroft, from Missouri, 
and of course my friend, Mike Hayden, 
from just across the line—I think it’s just 
across the line—but both of them, side by 
side with us, recognizing that the States 
must have considerable influence, must 
take a lot of action, if we’re going to solve 
the problems that I wanted to talk to you 
about today. 

And of course, we also had some other 
travelers with me, friends of good standing 
flying out, your two able Missouri Senators, 


Jack Danforth and Kit Bond. Both—whoops, 


they’re here—here’s one. Where’s Kit? 
Over here. And of course, Congressman Ike 
Skelton, my friend, and also Tom Coleman. 
And let me just say about this group of 
Representatives, Senate and House: All of 
them, all four, are taking leadership roles in 
this fight against crime. And I know that 
your Congressman from the district I just 
visited, Alan Wheat, wanted to be here. He 
is attending to duties in Washington. I hope 
he’s doing the right thing back there, as 
Congress just reconvened. And of course, so 
many law enforcement and community 
leaders—the police chief has been at my 
side, and the respect with which he’s held 
by people in the communities is very clear 
and obvious—Commissioner Ray Price. 

And of course, I had a wonderful meeting 
with the Ad Hoc Group. I’ve known the 
leader of the group because he is serving on 
one of our most prestigious antinarcotics 
task forces in Washington, Presidentially ap- 
pointed, working closely with Bill Bennett 
and me. Al, we’re just delighted that you 
are willing to not only do what you are 
doing here but take the time to be a part of 


that. Al Brooks—an outstanding leader for 
this community. 

Then I had a list, not to read off, neces- 
sarily, but I would be remiss if I didn’t say 
how pleased I was with the briefing I re- 
ceived out here—the Ad Hoc Group. Inspir- 
ing presentations—and I won’t mention 
them all, but Dr. Stacey Daniels, Dr. Mark 
Mitchell, one a Ph.D. psychologist, the 
other an M.D.; Cliff Sargeon, who just 
hitchhiked a ride with us somewhere along 
the line—I don’t know where he is out 
there—And of course, Ron Finley and Vic, 
Majeeda, Aasim—so many others that just 
made this whole program come alive. 

And now, before I get to my words, let 
me also salute the Army and thank the 
band from Fort Riley for that wonderful 
music. Outstanding, as always. 

And I can tell you—and mean it—that it 
is great to be in the heartland, great to be 
back in Kansas City. And you know, Kansas 
City has so much of which to be proud. 
You’ve heard the tally: grassier than Ire- 
land; built on more hills than ancient Rome; 
more water, more fountains than Paris. But 
you also know what really sets Kansas City 
apart. It is not your parks. It’s your people. 
They call it the Kansas City Spirit—restless, 
idealistic, determined. It’s the kind of spirit 
that pushed back frontiers and brought the 
railroads west, rebuilt a burned-down con- 
vention hall in 90 days, and survived three 
floods this century. And, yes, it’s a commu- 
nity spirit, a spirit that emphasizes the 
value of collective well-being. Norman 
Rockwell captured in a painting called just 
that, the “Kansas City Spirit.” It pictures a 
brawny, sun-burned man, feet firmly plant- 
ed on the ground, eyes on the distant hori- 
zon. And one hand clutches a blueprint, 
and the other’s rolling up his sleeves. 

And thank God, it’s a spirit that is very 
much alive today, because in recent years, 
it’s not the convention hall that’s caught 
fire but the streets themselves, burning 
with a new form of pain called crack and 
crackling with a burst of gunfire not heard 
in Kansas City since the outlaw days of the 
Old West. 

But people in this town refused to surren- 
der to the drug plague. You took back 
what’s yours: took back your kids, and took 
back your streets. It began like the spirit of 
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Kansas City, when one man rolled up his 
sleeves and stepped forward with a blue- 
print, a blueprint that’s become a model for 
our cities, an inspiration to people every- 
where. I had the pleasure of meeting with 
him, as I alluded to earlier, and with his 
group this morning; and I know that many 
more than I mentioned are here with us 
this afternoon. They’re a group of home- 
grown Kansas City heroes called the Ad 
Hoc Group Against Crime, and the man’s 
name, you know him, Alvin to some, Al to 
me, Al Brooks. 

Ad Hoc recognized early on that the war 
on drugs meant unconventional warfare, a 
battle to be fought day by day, house by 
house, family by family, child by child, be- 
cause each kid saved is a victory won. 
Working closely with police, Ad Hoc mem- 
bers gather in force, gather by the dozen, 
using bullhorns, wooden coffins, street ral- 
lies to warn drug dealers to get off the 
street. They’re not subtle. I just saw them 
in action out there. But they are deter- 
mined, and they are united, and they are 
clearly making a difference. 

I spent a part of the morning here in the 
downtown inner-city area. I can’t remem- 
ber a more inspiring experience since I’ve 
been President. Went to 33d and Park. Saw 
what they used to call the Drug Tree, an 
ancient, curb-side oak where the drug deal- 
ers put up a basketball board to lure young 
children and cover up their own deadly op- 
erations. And it’s still a rough area, still not 
free of crime. But a lot of crack houses are 
gone, and a lot of pride’s come back. And 
block after block, house after house carries 
the sign of victory, Ad Hoc’s six-word warn- 
ing to the cowards of the night: “This 
neighborhood fights back against drugs.” 

Part of the solution to the drug menace 
lies in effective, community-based initia- 
tives like the Ad Hoc Group here. Also, 
cooperation between local and Federal law 
enforcement is essential, as we saw last 
Friday when Kansas City police combined 
with Federal agents to bust what may be 
the biggest crack ring in town. Another 
part, an essential part, lies in the demand 
side: stopping drug use before it starts, and 
helping those who want to stop. And our 
National Drug Strategy calls for record 
levels of new funding for both education 
and treatment. 
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But demand-side solutions alone, impor- 
tant as they are, will never be enough. 
There are people out there intent on doing 
evil—cowardly, amoral. And when they 
spot someone vulnerable, the school kid 
who has to cross a drug-infested corner to 
get home, they see their fellow man the 
way a pack of jackals sees a wounded fawn. 

A 4-year-old boy shot dead in a suspected 
crack house; an li-year-old kid gunned 
down outside another drug den, allegedly at 
the hands of a 14-year-old guard; in a down- 
town bar, a mother sells her baby for crack; 
and a fire bombing leaves three generations 
dead, including a grandmother and three 
little kids—the headlines are horrifying, 
sickening, outrageous. And though they 
come from Kansas City, they are tragically 
familiar in cities across America. 

Strong families are an important element 
in a healthy, respectful society. Many of 
life’s most important lessons are learned 
within the walls of our own homes, and we 
must do everything we can do to strength- 
en our families and help them cultivate 
character in our children. But let us also be 
clear about the role of personal accountabil- 
ity, of the responsibility of the criminal for 
his actions. The fact of the matter is, the 
criminal chooses his way of life, his compan- 
ions, the kind of crimes he commits. He’s 
not the victim; he is the victimizer. 

And you who have struggled, worked 
hard for safe streets know this. It’s time we 
protect the rights of our elderly, our kids, 
and our crime victims everywhere. The 
law-abiding community that you represent 
has a duty to punish wrongdoers. Punish- 
ment is not, as some may see it, an unseem- 
ly indulgence in revenge. Just punishment 
is a moral, civilized response to wrong. Pun- 
ishment is necessary not only as a deterrent 
to future crimes but for its own sake, which 
is to say, for the sake of justice. 

This tradition of justice speaks not of a 
society that disparages human life but, 
rather, one that treasures innocent human 
life as precious, as unique. In Larry 
McMurtry’s—you remember _ it—classic 
Western novel, “Lonesome Dove,” two 
Rangers finally put an end to a brutal 
gang’s deadly rampage, and one of the out- 
laws turns out to be Jake Spoon, the Rang- 
ers’ old partner. “It’s a bad situation,” says 
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Captain Call, moments before arresting his 
old friend. “But there he is. He put himself 
in it.” McMurtry’s saga, like the lives of the 
real-life pioneers who inspired it, reveals 
some simple truths. Most Americans believe 
each of us faces the innate temptation to 
succumb to evil and yet always has the free- 
dom instead to choose to do good. 


Today too many law-abiding Americans 
are prisoners in their own homes, and we 
really have to change that. We have got to 
change it. The wrong people are behind 
bars. Go to the community I came from. 
Talk to the lady and her husband in a 
Christian home, a cross and the Bible 
inside, locked in for fear of what’s on the 
outside. 


The first line of defense will always be 
our local law enforcement. But as in the 
days of legendary U.S. Marshals like Bat 
Masterson and Wild Bill Hickok, places like 
Kansas City again need the support of top- 
notch Federal lawmen. Congress deserves 
our thanks for providing the new Federal 
troops that we asked for—new agents, new 
prosecutors, new prisons to catch, convict, 
and contain those who prey on our cities. 


But it’s time for Congress, reconvening 
this very day, to finish the job, because it 
does no good to send the troops into battle 


wearing handcuffs. Shortly after taking 
office, I sent a comprehensive package to 
Congress to combat violent crime, to back 
up our new lawmen with new laws—laws 
that are fair, fast and final. Fair—an exclu- 
sionary rule designed to protect the truth 
and punish the guilty and not good cops 
who have acted in faith. Fast—habeas 
corpus reforms to stop the frivolous appeals 
that are choking our courts. And finally— 
fair, constitutionally sound death penalty 
provisions—because for any drug dealer 
who kills a cop, no penalty, in my view, is 
too tough. 

Major portions of our crime bill still await 
congressional action. But today there’s an- 
other bill, a Trojan Horse, standing at the 
gates of Congress. It’s called S. 1970. It 
looks like a real crime bill. It sounds like a 
real crime bill. But look at it. Take a look at 
it. Go to the library and get it. In actuality 
it will be tougher on law enforcement than 
on criminals. And its so-called reforms of 
the exclusionary rule, habeas corpus, the 


death penalty, and the Justice Department 
itself will only entrench and extend the 
legal loopholes and the redtape that disrupt 
honest law enforcement and have angered 
the American people for far too long. It 
must be defeated. America needs a crime 
bill with teeth, yes, but this is a sheep in 
wolf’s clothing. 


We don’t question anyone’s motives. One 
of the things I don’t like about politics, 
maybe I should expect it, get into the 
arena, as Teddy Roosevelt called it. It seems 
to be a charge and countercharge. I pro- 
pose one agenda and somebody else an- 
other. We don’t have to question the other 
person’s motives or integrity in making the 
proposal. But it is time to debate these dif- 
ferences openly. We can’t accept anything, 
and I will not, that rolls back the clock on 
our ability to fight crime and punish wrong- 
doers. And good legislation shouldn’t have 
to wait until the final weeks of an election 
year, as happened in 1984, 1986, and 1988, 
just by coincidence. And America wants it 
done right. And America wants it done re- 
sponsibly. And America wants it done now. 


You. in Kansas and Missouri, right here, 
have set a personal example of courage in 
grappling with tough choices. In this city, 
you fought back and you got involved and 
you refused to look the other way. And you 
have my thanks and the gratitude of an 
admiring nation. In the Norman Rockwell 
painting that I mentioned earlier, the man 
with the blueprints is looking sharply to one 
side. They say a young boy saw the picture 
in a book, and asked his father, “Dad, 
Kansas City is in the center of America. 
Which way is the man facing—west or 
eastP” 


The father’s answer was pure Midwest: 
“Well, son, it sort of depends on which way 
you hold the book.” [Laughter] 


Of course, the truth is, it doesn’t matter 
how you hold that picture. Because no 
matter how you look at it, the Kansas City 
Spirit, the real “Kansas City Spirit,” always 
faces the same way, forward to a brighter 
tomorrow, forward to the future ahead. 


Thank you for an inspiring day. Thank 
you for this warm greeting on this January 
day. God bless you all as we begin a new 


87 





Jan. 23 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


year. God bless Kansas City, and especiaily, 
God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in 
the Kansas City Municipal Auditorium 
Music Hall. In his remarks, he referred to 
Larry Joiner, chief of police of Kansas City; 
Ray Price, president of the board of police 
commissioners; and Stacey Daniels, Mark 
Mitchell, Cliff Sargeon, Ronald Finley, 
Victor Syng, Majeeda Baheyadeen, and 
Aasim Baheyadeen, members of the Ad Hoc 
Group Against Crime Steering Committee. 


Nomination of Bradley Gordon To Be 
an Assistant Director of the United 
States Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency 

January 23, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Bradley Gordon to be.an 
Assistant Director of the U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency for the Bureau of 
Nuclear Weapons and Control. He would 
succeed Kathleen C. Bailey. 


Since 1987 Dr. Gordon has served as a 
legislative assistant for foreign policy, de- 
fense, and intelligence for Senator Rudy 
Boschwitz. Prior to this, he served as a pro- 
fessional staff member on the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee, 1985-1987; po- 
litical analyst for the Central Intelligence 
Office of Near Eastern and South Asian 
Analysis, 1979-1985; research assistant for 
the Middle East Institute at Columbia Uni- 
versity, 1975-1976; and research assistant 
for the Bureau of Applied Social Research 
at Columbia University, 1975. 


Dr. Gordon graduated from Brandeis 
University (B.A., 1971), the University of 
Vermont (M.A., 1974), and Columbia Uni- 
versity (Ph.D., 1979). He was born May 22, 
1949, in Burlington, VT. Dr. Gordon is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in 
Reston, VA. 
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Nomination of John Wesley Bartlett To 
Be Director of the Office of Civilian 
Radioactive Waste Management 


January 23, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John Wesley Bartlett to be 
Director of the Office of Civilian Radioac- 
tive Waste Management at the Department 
of Energy in Washington, DC. He would 
succeed Ben C. Rusche. 

Since 1978 Dr. Bartlett has served as 
manager of Nuclear Technology at the Ana- 
lytic Sciences Corporation (TASC) in Read- 
ing, MA. Prior to this, he served as manager 
of systems studies in nuclear waste for Bat- 
telle Pacific Northwest Laboratories, 1968- 
1978, and he was a Presidential exchange 
executive, 1973-1974. In addition, Dr. Bart- 
lett served as a Fulbright professor of nucle- 
ar engineering at Istanbul Technical Uni- 
versity, 1968, and as a faculty member at 
the University of Rochester, 1962-1968. 

Dr. Bartlett graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Rochester (B.S., 1957) and Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (M.C.H.E., 1959; 
Ph.D., 1961). He was born October 18, 
1935, in Camden, NJ. Dr. Bartlett is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in Lynn- 
field, MA. 


The President’s News Conference 
January 24, 1990 


New Administration Policies and Chinese 
Student Relief Legislation 


The President. Good morning, good 
morning. Well, as you know, I'll soon 
present my budget to the Congress. And as 
I prepare to do so, it strikes me that our 
nation faces challenges on many fronts, so 
let’s give each the attention it deserves. To- 
morrow I’m going to announce the second 
phase of our strategy to fight drugs in the 
schools and the streets of America. The 
future of this country depends on whether 
we can give our children a chance to grow 
up drug free. 

And secondly, I will soon present our 
plan to restructure America’s defenses in 
the wake of the dramatic changes that are 
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taking place abroad. And I’m proposing a 
defense budget that begins the transition to 
a restructured military, a new strategy that 
is more flexible, more geared to contingen- 
cies outside of Europe while continuing to 
meet our inescapable responsibility to 
NATO and to maintaining the global bal- 
ance. 

And finally, Secretary [of the Treasury] 
Brady and [Office of Management and 
Budget] Director Darman and Chairman [of 
the Council of Economic Advisers] Boskin 
will put the details of our budget before the 
American people. And as that occurs, other 
members of the administration, the Cabi- 
net, key agencies will provide an in-depth 
outline of their efforts to address the many 
challenges of caring for the afflicted and 
uplifting the poor, cleaning the environ- 
ment, educating our kids, as well as other 
important issues. All of this is a preparatory 
to the State of the Union, 1 week from 
today, in which I will speak to the broader 
issues that we face as a nation. 

There are two items that I want to men- 
tion here today and then take some ques- 
tions. First, I've decided that the environ- 
mental challenges that face America and 
the world are so important that they must 
be addressed from the highest level of our 
government. And at the beginning of this 
century, President Theodore Roosevelt 
helped pave the way for the establishment 
of the National Park System. Twenty years 
ago, President Nixon established the EPA, 
Environmental Protection Agency, by Exec- 
utive order. That is now one of the largest 
and most important regulatory agencies in 
the Government. And today I'd like to an- 
nounce another step forward in this impor- 
tant tradition of support for conservation 
and environmental protection. 

Many countries have Environmental Min- 
isters with Cabinet status. And I’m con- 
vinced that that Cabinet status will help 
influence the world’s environmental poli- 
cies. So, with so many difficult decisions 
ahead. I'll need Bill Reilly’s [Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency] 
counsel; I'll need him sitting at my side in 
the Cabinet. And I’m pleased to endorse 
the elevation of the EPA to Cabinet status 
by creating a Department of the Environ- 
ment. 


Senators Glenn and Bill Roth, chairman 
and ranking members of the Senate Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee, have intro- 
duced legislation that would create this De- 
partment. Congressmen Conyers and 
Horton are working on similar legislation, 
and I look forward to working with them 
and other interested Members of the House 
and Senate to enact legislation that would 
bring EPA to the Cabinet table, where it 
now belongs. 

And now Id like to address one other 
issue that I know is foremost on your minds. 
Every American should know—I want to 
take this opportunity to state this as strong- 
ly as I can—that I will not break faith with 
the Chinese students here. I’ve made that 
very clear from the very beginning. And 
right after Tiananmen, I moved to protect 
the Chinese students in this country. Not 
one was sent back. They were safe then, 
and they are safe now, and they will be safe 
in the future. 

And when Congress passed the Pelosi bill 
last fall, I was faced with a choice. If I 
signed the bill, the students would still be 
safe, but China would retaliate and cut off 
future student exchanges. You see, I think 
the exchanges have brought forward the re- 
forms that have taken place in China, if you 
look back over your shoulders for a starting 
point and compare it to the Cultural Revo- 
lution days. Some of the reforms have taken 
place; steps have been taken forward. And 
regrettably Tiananmen was a gigantic step 
back. But I want to keep contact; I do not 
want isolation. 

If I vetoed the bill, I could take action to 
provide the students with even greater pro- 
tection while keeping the door open for 
more Chinese scholars to study here. And 
the price of the Pelosi bill is lost opportuni- 
ty for the Chinese scholars of tomorrow, 
and people should understand that very, 
very clearly. The bill is totally unnecessary, 
the long-term policy consequences are po- 
tentially great, and Congress, in my view, 
will have only itself to blame. I can under- 
stand their emotion, but we’ve got to look 
at policy, and we’ve got to be fair in what 
has already been accomplished by the Exec- 
utive order. It’s a strong message. I want it 
to be seen exactly that way. 





Jan. 24 / Administration of George Bush, 1990 


And now I'd be delighted to take any 
questions. 


Chairman Gorbachev’s Political Stability 
and Unrest in the Soviet Union 


Q. Mr. President, how serious a crisis is 
the nationalist rebellion in Azerbaijan for 
President Gorbachev, and what are the 
chances that he’ll survive this test and the 
challenge from the Baltics? 

The President. Well, I think the answer to 
your question unfolds every day. We don’t 
really know. And it is serious. Gorbachev 
has always indicated a desire for peaceful 
change inside.the Soviet Union, and I refer 
to what he said on the Baltics. He’s faced 
with an ethnic problem here and an inter- 
nal problem of enormous dimensions. But I 
don’t know, Terry [Terence Hunt, Associat- 
ed Press]. I can’t make predictions about 
that, but I know that I hope that he not 
only survives but stays strong. Because I 
think it is in our interest that perestroika 
succeed and go forward. 

Q. Could I just-follow up on that? Do you 
think that he’s gone too far in the crack- 
down in Baku? 

The President. Anytime you have a use of 
force and the loss of life, we are concerned. 
But I don’t believe I can judge that ques- 
tion right now. 


Gun Control 


Q. Mr. President, you’re very concerned 
with drugs, and drugs are intimately con- 
nected now to guns. What do you tell your 
grandchildren on why you would ban semi- 
automatic foreign-made guns and not do- 
mestically produced? There were 2 students 
who were killed in the last 10 days—high 
school students here. Aren’t you deeply 
concerned? I mean, where’s the lethal legal 
justification? 

The President. Yes, 1 am concerned. And 
I just don’t happen to believe that banning 
of weapons will take them out of the hands 
of the criminals. And we’ve seen State law 
after State law violated by the bad guys 
getting the weapons. So, I don’t want to go 
for more Federal gun control. I’m not going 
to do it. We’ve taken some steps that I 
think are helpful. 

Q. Well, we are sending weapons, though, 
to Colombia and so forth that are made in 
this country. How do you stop that? 
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The President. To Colombia? 

Q. And to other places where they’re get- 
ting into—— 

The President. Well, if they’re going to 
the Colombian Government, I wouldn’t 
stop it, and if they’re going to the bad guys, 
we would follow every possible avenue to 
stop it. 


Chinese Student Relief Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, back on China for a 
moment. It appears your veto will be over- 
ridden in the House today. That would re- 
quire Senate actions for the job to be com- 
plete. I know you met with Senate leaders 
this morning. 

The President. | did. 

Q. Are you confident that just these re- 
marks you’ve made out here today and 
whatever else you may have said will be 
enough; or do you really feel that the Chi- 
nese leadership, with whom you've dealt 
with so long, kind of let you down here and 
didn’t give you a strong enough hand? 

The President. Well, what I did to try 
to—in talking with the Senate leaders this 
morning, the Republicans—is to cite certain 
steps that China has taken. They’ve accept- 
ed the Peace Corps volunteers. You see, I 
think that’s good. People will say, Well, in 
the face of Tiananmen that’s not good. I 
think it is good because I think cultural con- 
tacts, educational contacts will benefit, in 
the long run, democracy and reform in 
China. They’ve accredited a VOA [Voice of 
America] correspondent, as you know, who 
were kicked out. They’ve muted the hostile 
propaganda against Americans and stopped 
harassing the U.S. Embassy. That’s good. 
That’s important to me, as President, who 
feels a certain responsibility for the people 
there. They’ve given some assurances on 
missile sales. Want to see them follow up, 
but I think that’s positive. They’ve re- 
opened the Fulbright [student] exchanges. I 
think that’s good, and I think that’s positive. 

And I think if we let Congress have its 
head and do what is emotionally popular 
these things would be changed. They’ve 
lifted martial law. I don’t know a single 
Member of Congress that if I’d have said to 
them: Look, we think by sending General 
Scowcroft [Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs] and Larry Eagle- 
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burger [Deputy Secretary of State] over 
there we can get martial law lifted. Do you 
think it’s worth it? I think most would have 
said, Sure, that would be a good step. It 
happens, and we see a lot of criticism of it. 

They’ve released 573 people that were 
detained after last June’s events. 

You can argue about any one of these 
points, but I ask the Senate and the 
House—it may be a little late for that one— 
the Senate to take a look at these things 
and put it in the totality of a policy. And 
you see, I think there are some real rea- 
sons—Asian reasons, if you will, Cambodia 
and Japan—that we should retain relations 
with China. That doesn’t mean we endorse 
the lack of human rights. 

I tell you, one of the criticisms that gets 
to me a little, and I vowed—I didn’t tell 
you my New Year’s resolution was not to let 
it get to me—but is the idea I don’t care 
about human rights. That is absolutely ridic- 
ulous. I want to see China move forward. 
And some think isolation, some think a rail- 
road up there in the Congress is going to do 
it. And I don’t think so. I think we’re han- 
dling it pretty well, Brit [Brit Hume, ABC 
News]. 

Q. Just to follow up, Mr. President: Did 
you in any way convey to the Chinese lead- 
ers the idea that these steps taken so far 
would be enough to head off this action 
taken by Congress, which they must find as 
unfavorable as youP 

The President. No, we didn’t give a time- 
table, but we’ve encouraged in every way 
we can these and more. But I’m just asking 
that people look at them. I have not seen 
them—maybe it’s my fault—one account on 
whatever media of these steps put together 
as a package. I haven’t seen one. So, I'd like 
to suggest to the Congress that are debating 
this to take a hard look at this and see 
whether it’s progress, whether it adds up to 
anything or, as some of our critics would 
say, is pure boilerplate. 

Q. Mr. President, in voting, in the House 
particularly—you seem to be conceding that 
that’s gone for you—do you think that 
there’s a problem of trust here with you? 
Are they saying they don’t trust you to go 
forward on this student thing? After all you 
told them you weren't going to have high- 
level exchanges, and while you were telling 
them that, you were sending a high-level 


delegation. Do you have a credibility prob- 
lem? 

The President. Where was the exchange 
in thatP What the exchange was, Lesley 
[Lesley Stahl, CBS News], was when the 
Secretary of Commerce [Robert A. Mos- 
bacher] was going to go to China in an 
exchange visit arranged by their Commerce 
Minister. That was canceled. 

Q. Yes, but they obviously thought it in- 
cluded high-level contacts. The question 
isa 

The President. Who were they? 

Q. ——do you think you have a problem 
with them not trusting you because of thatP 

The President. No, I don’t think it’s a 
question of trust. I think the students have 
done a very good job presenting their case 
to the Congress. I think there are some pol- 
itics involved—crass politics. When you 
hear name-calling, when you hear people 
saying kowtow, that is not the kindest word 
to say we have an honest policy difference 
with this President. And so, there’s some 
politics involved in this as well. 

But I think there’s some genuine feeling 
that these students have a very good case. 
And what I want to do is make the case 
that the way to continue reforms and have 
reform go forward is not through isolation 
and unilateral congressional action but 
through the kinds of contacts that I foresee 
and encouraging the kinds of steps that 
have already been taken. 

Q. You talk about the lifting of martial 
law. What about the situation as it exists 
without the gesture? Are you at all dis- 
turbed that the repression goes on? Could 
you be—— 

The President. Yes, 'm very much con- 
cerned about the status quo. And I was ter- 
ribly concerned at the time of the Cultural 
Revolution, when we made the original 
contact with China. And it was a good thing 
we did because you began, through contacts 
with the West, to see China pull out of this 
Middle Kingdom syndrome and move for- 
ward. 

And I think I know enough about it: that 
in China you get a couple of steps forward 
and then somebody steps back. And a look 
at Deng Xioaping’s own history—I think he 
was out three times and in four. And some 
will argue: Well, he’s part of the problem. 
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He’s now retired. But the reforms, particu- 
larly on the economic side, that brought a 
new level of prosperity to the Chinese 
people really was started by him. 

So, I'm not giving up—I mean, I’m not 
accepting the status quo at all, and China 
knows my position on this. But I do think 
that there’s some indignation about stu- 
dents. There is some feeling—I’m talking 
about the Congress now—there’s a lot of 
empathy with the students right here. But I 
think there’s also a dose of political rhetoric 
up there that certainly has diminished the 
other side. And I will readily concede: 
Maybe I could have done better and sooner 
in presenting the facts of this case. The At- 
torney General [Dick Thornburgh] is doing 
a good job showing the differences between 
the Pelosi bill and what we’ve already ac- 
complished. I don’t know where we’ll come 
out, but I’m going to keep on working the 
policy. 


The Nation’s Economy 


Q. Mr. President, given the weakness of 
the dollar and the turmoil in the financial 
markets and the recent poor economic indi- 
cators, what are you going to do to calm the 
markets and keep the economy from sliding 
into a recession? 

The President. Well, one thing I’m not 
going to do is comment on levels of the 
market, except to say that there’s been a 
substantial increase over the last year. And 
some are reading the recent couple of days 
as corrections, although I gather it recov- 
ered a little bit yesterday. And the market 
has always been an indicator, and it’s been 
one that’s been read quite positively. But I 
don’t want to get into market levels. What I 
do want to do is establish sound policies. 
And I’m convinced that if we can get the 
cooperation of Congress that we need on 
reducing the deficit that that will go a long 
way not in market prices but in terms of 
the fundamentals on the economy. 

It’s slowed down a little. There’s a lot of 
prediction that it’ll be slow for a while and 
then have a rather robust step up, come 
summer. But I don’t know. All I know is 
that we’ve got to not bash anybody but get 
out there and try to enact policies that will 
help keep the longest recovery in modern 
history going. 
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Q. You've said that you felt that there 
was room for further reduction of interest 
rates. Given the need to attract foreign in- 
vestment from overseas where rates are 
high, how do you square that with your call 
for lower interest rates? 

The President. You mean, to attract—— 

Q. Attract foreign investment to cover 
the U.S. deficit—and yet we’re competing 
against the foreign investment. 

The President. 1 think people see the U'S. 
still, regardless of what’s temporary out 
there, as the safest haven for investment 
anywhere in the world. And I want to con- 
duct the fiscal policies of this government 
so they will continue to see it that way. 


Chinese Student Relief Legislation 


Q. Going back to the vote on the Chinese 
student visas, you and your people have 
been trying to get that vote delayed. Is that 
because you have some indication from the 
Chinese that they may soon release Fang 
Lizhi [Chinese dissident}—— 

The President. No. 

Q. ——and if this vote goes against you, it 
could hurt his chances? 

The President. No, it is not, but I don’t 
think it will help his chances. But I would 
love to see that step taken by the Chinese. I 
think we’re reconciled to the fact that the 
vote will go forward tomorrow in the 
Senate. 

Q. When you try to defend your China 
policy, one thing you never do is talk about 
the “China card.” You seem to hate that 
expression, even though when Kissinger 
and Nixon were doing it, it was considered 
a master stroke of foreign policy, playing 
the Chinese off against the Soviets. If Gor- 
bachev does fall from power and is succeed- 
ed by men whose role model is Joe Stalin, 
aren't you going to have to play the “China 
card,” too? 

The President. 1 don’t think you play a 
card. I think that’s gratuitously offensive to 
the Soviets and to the Chinese. But one of 
the reasons I want to stay engaged is that 
there are geopolitical reasons to have good 
relations—or improved relations even 
under these unsatisfactory conditions. And 
it’s going to be hard to do because of the 
human rights setback. But I want to have 
some contact. I want to retain contact be- 
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cause, as you look around the world—take a 
look at Cambodia, take a look at Japan, take 
a look at a lot of countries in the Pacific— 
China is a key player. And I’d like to think 
that our representations will have them 
move forward on the human rights side so 
we can have a more normalized relation- 
ship with them. 


Unrest in the Soviet Union 


Q. Mr. President, regarding the Soviet 
Union, have you in the course of these 
events going on in Baku, or any of your 
senior people—I see General Scowcroft is 
here—been in touch with Mr. Gorbachev or 
his people to discuss how severe it is? 

The President. Well, we’ve had contact 
with him. I don’t remember when my last 
contact was with Mr. Gorbachev. But it 
didn’t relate specifically to the Baku—— 

Q. Could I then follow, sir, to ask you to 
reconcile, if you can, the position that 
you’ve taken: that you say you want Mr. 
Gorbachev to survive and succeed; and on 
the other hand, you have areas of the Soviet 
Union, such as the Baltics, that you do not 
recognize as being part of the Soviet Union 
and where you say you favor independent 
pursuit of their own destiny. Does he suc- 
ceed of the secede? 

The President. Again, at this juncture, the 
U.S. position is well-known, and you’ve 
stated it correctly: that we have not recog- 
nized the status of the Baltics. However, 
what I say that we want to do is to encour- 
age Mr. Gorbachev’s stand that peaceful 
change is the order of the day. And he’s 
sorting out some very difficult internal 
problems in these three Baltic countries. 
And I don’t think it helps facilitate things 
for us to fine-tune all that. They know our 
position. I talked to him about this, inciden- 
tally, at Malta. And the thing, | think, is 
that—in looking at the Soviet scene there— 
that he is still adhering as best he can to the 
concept of peaceful change in the Baltics. 
And that’s got to dominate. 


European Borders 


Q. Mr. President, President Jaruzelski of 
Poland recently suggested that the four big 
powers reaffirm the frontiers of Poland irre- 
spective of whatever happens to Germany. 
Would the United States join such a recon- 
firmation of the frontier? 


The President. Well, we have recognized 
under Helsinki [accords] existing borders, 
and I have no problem reiterating that. But 
whether that requires some kind of an 
international action on it, I just have no 
judgment on that. 


Soviet-U.S. Summit in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 


Q. Mr. President, Havel, of Czechoslova- 
kia, proposed yesterday a summit [in] 
Prague between Mr. Gorbachev and you. 
Do you think it’s a good idea? 

The President. Listen, I respect him so 
much, and I don’t just give him the back of 
my hand. But we’ve got a summit set, and 
we have a very critical agenda that I want 
to see met—goals that I want to see met. 
And so, I think at this time that suggestion 
is not going to work out the way he sug- 
gests. But I was rather moved by the sug- 
gestion and by the conditions that make the 
suggestion possible. Who would have 
dreamed this a year ago, that the conditions 
inside Czechoslovakia would give them the 
freedom to make this kind of suggestion. I 
was rather moved by it. But I don’t believe 
it’s going to work for this summit. 


Social Security Tax 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve opposed the 
Moynihan Social Security bill strongly. 
Would you endorse or work for or support a 
Republican alternative proposed by Con- 
gressman Porter that would take the Social 
Security increases for this next year and 
allow people to keep those tax increases 
and put them in a separate account? 

The President. The Porter proposal has 
some interesting ingredients to it. I am not 
prepared to endorse it. We don’t have pro- 
vision for that in our budget proposals. It’s 
worthy, though, of consideration, of some 
study. But I’m not prepared to endorse 
that; no, I’m not. 

Q. Is that not the first step to privatizing 
Social Security? 

The President. Well, I don’t think he 
would say that that’s the inevitable goal, but 
it has certain aspects there. But the people 
are concerned about Social Security. So, 
when you have innovative thinking of that 
nature, I don’t want to just gun it down. I 
am not going to support it. 
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Q. Mr. President, over the last few years 
there have been large increases in the 
Social Security tax. And even though it’s a 
regressive tax, people supported it, or swal- 
lowed it, because they were told that that 
was necessary to make the system solvent 
for the next generation. But now everyone 
is finding out that, in fact, that money isn’t 
there any longer, that it’s been used for 
debt reduction. Given the fact that people 
are now realizing that this is happening, do 
you think it’s fair to ask them to continue to 
pay this increased tax for even 1 month 
later? 

The President. The Commission that re- 
formed Social Security was well aware of 
what you've just talked about. They consid- 
ered it. I think the Commission included 
Mr. Moynihan. I may be mistaken, but I 
think it did. And they considered this point. 
And we will have some innovative sugges- 
tions as we go along here as to how to 
compensate for this understandable concern 
on the part of some. But for now, for this 
year, we will not alter the recommenda- 
tions of that bipartisan commission. 

Q. Could I just briefly—do you feel that 
this increase was sold to people under false 
premises? 

The President. No, because I think these 
were intelligent people wrestling with a 
very, very difficult problem, and I can’t 
accuse them of selling the Commission con- 
clusions as under false cover. 

Q. Well, as you know, the budget deficit 
has been coming down over the past few 
years solely because the Social Security sur- 
plus has been rising. In fact, your own 
budget projections show $200 billion a year 
deficits in the indefinite future when you 
remove the Social Security surplus. Given 
the fact that you have such a large deficit in 
every other program, when will you and 
the Congress stop both bickering and ac- 
countant gimmicks and deal with this prob- 
lem that the American public has said for a 
decade—— 

The President. Thank you for the en- 
dorsement of our approach, Owen [Owen 
Ullman, Knight-Ridder Newspapers]. We 
would urge that we stop bickering and go 
forward with the proposal that we come out 
with, that I think will begin to address itself 
to Maureen’s [Maureen Dowd, New York 
Times] question, that is very sound. And 
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nobody’s trying to conceal the fact that the 


Social Security Trust Fund is operating at a 
surplus. There wasn’t any concealment by 
the Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill and 
others that entered into this bipartisan 
agreement. 

Q. Well, wait. If I could follow, sir: Your 
own budget proposal that you will unveil on 
Monday, which shows a $64 billion deficit, 
in fact, if you remove Social Security, would 
be closer to $150 billion. Is that not correct? 

The President. But you’re making the old 
argument of taking the Social Security 
Trust Fund off budget. And at this juncture 
we're not prepared to do that. But wait 
until you see the detail, and I hope the 
American people will see something here 
that begins to address itself to these funda- 
mentals that I think are properly being 
asked about. 


Abortion 


Q. Mr. President, could you confirm this 
week’s published report that there are divi- 
sions within your own immediate family on 
the issue of abortion? And in particular, 
could you confirm the widely held view 
that your own wife supports abortion 
rights? 

The President. No, I couldn’t confirm 
that. And the meeting that I read about in 
one of the most respected publications was 
pure, unadulterated—{/aughter|—malarkey, 
is the word I like to use. It just wasn’t there. 

Q. Mr. President, if I could follow up: As 
I understand your position, you now say 
that the question of abortion is one of per- 
sonal choice, one on which Republicans can 
have diverse views and still be good Repub- 
licans? 

The President. I’ve always said that. I’ve 
campaigned for people that disagree with 
me on abortion. 

Q. But my question is: You say it’s an 
issue of personal choice and a question of 
conscience, and yet you support a constitu- 
tional amendment which would remove 
that choice for all Americans. How do you 
reconcile those two? 

The President. 1 reconcile that I was 
elected to try to fulfill the platform and the 
programs that I believe in. And so, that’s 
my personal choice, but that doesn’t mean I 
have lack of respect for others and that I’m 
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going to go out and not campaign for 
people that disagree with me on this issue, 
on foreign policy, or whatever it is. And so, 
that’s how I explain it. 


U.S. Military Action in Panama 


Q. Mr. President, last time you took ques- 
tions here, you were claiming success for 
the capture of Noriega and also that you 
had protected American lives in Panama. 
But what do you have to say to the Panama- 
nians about more than 200 civilian Panama- 
nians that were killed as a result of this 
invasion? And also, in your aid package to 
Panama, which hasn’t been announced yet, 
do you plan to offer any compensation to 
the families of these people? 

The President. Well, I’m not sure of the 
details on the aid package because I haven’t 
signed off on it yet. But what I say to them 
is: Look, you lost some Panamanian lives. 
Innocent life was lost. And yet, 92 percent 
of the people in Panama strongly supported 
the action of the United States. Isn’t that 
significant? And I mourn the loss of inno- 
cent civilians in Panama or anywhere else, 
and certainly mourn the loss of Americans. 
But you have to feel concerned about that, 
but you have to look at the broad picture, 
and then you have to—and I’m very 
pleased with the strong support from the 
Panamanian people—and then you’ve got 
to do what’s right. You have to try to help 
repair the wounds, repair the damage. 

We've got to go to the—I know most of 
you are very anxious to be at the arrival 
ceremony out there. And I have to be 
there. 


Taxes 


Q. Mr. President, another question that’s 
been raised about the Moynihan proposal is 
the fairness of the tax system. Over the past 
decade, even as income tax has come down 
for high-paid people, Social Security taxes 
have gone up, mostly for lower and middle 
income people. Do you think that’s fair? 

The President. Well, look, if we were all 
starting over, I think we could fine-tune the 
entire tax system. We’re not starting over. 
And I think that system has been, in and 
out over the years, basically a pretty fair 
system. And while I’m here, don’t think I’ve 
lost because of some political arguments on 
the Hill that capital gains reduction is only 


for the rich. I support it. But the reason I 
do is that in my view it increases jobs for 
people. So, you have to look at what indi- 
vidual—somebody has an idea that some in- 
dividual deduction that encourages, say, 
drilling, when we are in an increasingly 
negative oil supply situation. And some 
would say, Hey, that favors those who go 
out and drill. And I say, Wait a minute. 
That’s true. And that may not be fair to 
some taxpayer here, but the national inter- 
est is best served by the encouragement 
and development of domestic resources. 
We're all fat, dumb, and happy about our 
energy situation today. And I’m not. So, 
there’s all kinds of provisions that some will 
argue are fair or unfair. 

Q. But, sir, some of your favorite econo- 
mists in think tanks say that the Social Secu- 
rity tax acts as a great disincentive to work 
and to employing people. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Doesn’t that serve the same end? 

The President. Well, I think that’s a legiti- 
mate complaint about some of it, and that’s 
one of the reasons I favor holding the line 
on taxes. And one of the reasons I oppose 
Moynihan is I think it’s a disguise for in- 
creased taxes around the corner. And I 
don’t want to see the benefits of Social Se- 
curity cut. It is odd that a Republican Presi- 
dent, often accused by political opponents 
in an election year, is the one that is pro- 
tecting the sanctity of the Social Security 
benefits. And I would say to those out 
around the country: Take a hard look now; 
don’t let that rabbit be pulled out of the hat 
by 1 hand and 25 other rabbits dumped on 
you in another. This is a very complicated 
situation, and this is a sleight-of-hand oper- 
ation here. And the very day Moynihan pro- 
posed it—or the next day, what do we get? 
We get the call from another prominent, 
respected Democratic Senator saying raise 
the sales tax on everybody. 

Before we go making a lot of changes, 
let’s know exactly where everybody’s 
coming from in this. And I think Mr. Moy- 
nihan of a few years back ought to go out 
and discuss it with Mr. Moynihan of today, 
because he was a part, I believe, of a Social 
Security compromise that didn’t correct 
some of the injustices. 
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Hey, listen, I’ve got to be out there look- 
ing very strict here at 10 a.m., and you guys 
have to be there. 


Note: The President’s 33d news conference 
began at 9:16 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony 
for President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih of the 
Yemen Arab Republic 


January 24, 1990 


President Bush. Mr. President, it is my 
great honor to welcome you to the White 
House and to extend to you the greetings of 
all Americans on this historic visit to our 
country, the first ever by the President of 
the Yemen Arab Republic. 

And I know this is a proud day, too, for 
the over 40,000 immigrants of Yemeni her- 
itage who have settled here in the United 
States, and I know that you'll be meeting 
with members of this American-Yemeni 
community during your stay. And, Mr. 
President, I want you to know that I share 
with them the hope that relations between 
our two nations will continue to prosper 
and grow. 

Barbara and I remember our own visit to 
your nation back in 1986—a fascinating 
trip—our stay in San‘a, your capital, the rich 
history of the Old City. And as an old drill- 
ing contractor, I won’t ever forget the trip 
out to the Yemeni desert, near the ancient 
city of Marib, to attend the opening of the 
Alef Oil Field. And all along the way, wher- 
ever we went, Barbara and IJ still remember 
the warm welcome that we received from 
the people of Yemen. We are delighted 
today to have this opportunity to return the 
genuine hospitality that we enjoyed in your 
country. 

President Salih, in an era marked by 
great change, in the Middle East and 
around the world, you have been a pillar of 
stability for your nation. Under your leader- 
ship, the past 11 years have brought the 
people of the Yemen Arab Republic genu- 
ine economic progress, progress that has 
meant real improvement in the living 
standards of all Yemenis. And I am proud 
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that my country has been able to help 
Yemen develop its resources and begin to 
realize its full economic potential. And I 
also am gratified that the democratic trend 
now unfolding in so many nations around 
the world has taken root in Yemen, with 
the free election of your nation’s Consulta- 
tive Assembly in 1988. 

Mr. President, in just a few minutes, we’ll 
move inside to begin our discussions, discus- 
sions on issues of mutual interest ranging 
from strategic trends in the region and the 
world to bilateral aid to your rapidly grow- 
ing role as an oil exporter. And let me 
assure you that America remains committed 
in the Middle East to help maintain security 
and to promoting the pursuit of peace. 

There are few regions where the conflicts 
and challenges are so complex and where 
the United States finds such critical inter- 
ests at stake—in the Gulf region, where the 
U.S. and so many other nations have an 
interest in unimpeded access to vital energy 
resources; in Lebanon, where we hope the 
present political impasse will be resolved so 
that the Lebanese people can at long last 
live in unity and peace; in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, where the United States is and will 
always be committed to a lasting solution, a 
truly comprehensive and lasting peace, that 
ends that long and costly conflict. And of 
course, on an issue of intense importance to 
the Yemen Arab Republic, I look forward to 
receiving President Salih’s views on the 
prospects for improving relations between 
the two Yemens and the importance of 
these developments for regional peace and 
stability. 

And so, sir, I look forward to our talks 
and to the opportunity that we'll have to 
build on what already is a strong and stable 
relationship. Once again, welcome to Wash- 
ington. God bless you, and may God bless 
the Yemen Arab Republic. Thank you very 
much, and welcome. 

All yours. 

President Salih. President George Bush, 
Mrs. Bush, it gives me great pleasure to 
express my appreciation for your gracious 
invitation to visit the United States of 
America for the first time. Your beautiful 
country is also the country of freedom and 
democracy. I also wish to thank you for 
your kind words and this excellent wel- 
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come, which reflects the spirit of mutual 
cooperation between our two countries. 

I look forward to your meetings with you. 
We shall discuss matters of mutual interests 
at the bilateral, regional, and international 
levels. I am sure that this visit will strength- 
en our cooperation with the United States 
of America. That cooperation has improved 
significantly since your visit to Yemen in 
1986. I am confident that we will be able to 
open new avenues for economic coopera- 
tion and American investment in the 
Yemen Arab Republic. As you know, our 
country started its efforts in development 
and modernization 20 years ago with the 
lowest standard of living known in any de- 
veloping country. However, with the dili- 
gence of our people and the help of our 
friends, we have been able to achieve con- 
siderable progress and improvements for 
our people in the economic, educational, 
and cultural aspects of their life. At the 
same time, the people of Yemen have 
strived to force their democracy and free- 
dom as a prerequisite for the true develop- 
ment and progress. 

Dear friends, our visit comes at an histor- 
ic moment in the life of Yemeni people 
because we and our brothers in the South 
Yemen are embarking on reunifying our 
country in a democratic and peaceful way. 
That unity will be achieved under a new 
constitution to be approved by both legisla- 
tures and by universal referendum. This 
new constitution is based on democracy and 
freedom and establishes a multiparty system 
and direct elections of the legislative coun- 
cil on the basis of one man, one vote. Mr. 
President, I’m certain that united Yemen 
will become a positive factor in the security 
and stability of the Arabian Peninsula. 

Meanwhile, our efforts in reunifying our 
country has not detracted us from partici- 
pating in inter-Arab cooperation. Just about 
a year ago, we established the Arab Coop- 
eration Council, which includes the Hashe- 
mite Kingdom of Jordan, the Republic of 
Egypt, and the Republic of Iraq. The main 
objectives of the Arab Cooperation Council 
is to expand economic, technical, and scien- 
tific cooperation among its members, as 
well as cooperation with international orga- 
nizations and other regional economic com- 
munities. 


Dear friend, I would like at this occasion 
and in this capital of a nation which advo- 
cates with conviction the respect of human 
rights throughout the world to remind the 
American people about the fate of the 
rights of Palestinian Arabs and their occu- 
pied territory since 1967, because you are 
fully aware of the suffering of Palestinians 
who wish to see an end to occupation and 
to live free on their land. Mr. President, 
despite all the suffering, we trust that the 
United States of America, which was estab- 
lished on the basis of justice, equality, and 
freedom and sponsored the right of self- 
determination for all nations and considers 
adherence to human rights as a prerequisite 
for international legitimacy, will be able to 
convince the Israelis to accept peace initia- 
tives and to abide by international decisions 
which give the Palestinians the right to self- 
determination under the leadership of their 
sole and legitimate representative, the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organization. 


Dear friends, the cessation of hostilities in 
the Gulf war was heartily welcomed. How- 
ever, the people of that region remain anx- 
ious about the final settlement and the es- 
tablishment of permanent peace by direct 
negotiation between Iran and Iraq. There- 
fore, we hope that the international com- 
munity and the United Nations Security 
Council will be able to establish permanent 
peace in the region through the implemen- 
tation of Resolution 598. 


Mr. President, dear friends, our world is 
now entering the last decade of the 20th 
century, a century which has witnessed the 
most violent wars in human history as well 
as the greatest scientific achievements of 
mankind. It is therefore our hope that this 
last decade will bring more freedom and 
democracy for our nations. We also hope to 
see wider economic cooperation among all 
nations, as well as a final resolution of the 
debt burden of the Third World countries 
in order to achieve greater development for 
the world at large. 


Finally, Mr. President, I hope that the 
cooperation between our two countries will 
continue to expand. And I wish you, dear 
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friends, more happiness and good health. 
Thank you. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 10:12 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, where 
President Salih was accorded a formal wel- 
come with full formal military honors. 
President Salih spoke in Arabic, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 
Following the ceremony, the two Presidents 
met in the Oval Office. 


Remarks at a White House Briefing for 
the Leaders of Nonprofit Organizations 
Lending Assistance to Poland 


January 24, 1990 


Welcome. Please be seated, all you Points 
of Light out there. [Laughter] Thank you all 
very much for coming, and I understand 
you've had some discussion with our—I 
guess all three. John, have they all three 
been on? John Robson—let me salute him 
for the job he’s doing on this, and Larry 
Eagleburger, of course, and Mike Boskin. 
We've got three of our strongest players, 
reflecting the interest that we all feel in 
Eastern Europe and trying to help figure 
out where various people in the United 
States can fit in to helping in this change. 
So, I just came over for what is known in 
the trade as a cameo appearance—{/augh- 
ter|—to salute you and to welcome your in- 
terest in Eastern Europe. 

As I look back over my shoulder into 
1989, I expect I have the same feeling that 
everybody here does: admiration at the as- 
tonishing change that took place in Eastern 
Europe, wonder as to how things are going 
to turn out, but confident that freedom and 
democracy cannot be rolled back in these 
countries. And so, we’re at the end of one 
era, at the beginning of another one. And 
everywhere, from Sofia to Warsaw to wher- 
ever—to Prague—the new Eastern Europe- 
an agenda is a democratic agenda. And ev- 
erywhere, though, there are extraordinary 
difficult changes out there ahead. 

The United States has an enormous stake 
in the success of these democratic move- 
ments, some of them further along than 
others, as you know. America’s role in 
Europe depends importantly on how well 
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we meet the challenges of Eastern Europe. 
And our government has now committed 
more than $1 billion to assist Poland and 
Hungary, and we are now actively consider- 
ing additional support for the other coun- 
tries of the region, as they move down the 
path of democratic reform. 

But the Government alone simply cannot 
get the job done—don’t have the resources, 
cannot do it. And we need the private 
sector, nonprofit and profit, to engage its 
vitality and resources in this exciting proc- 
ess that’s underway in Eastern Europe. This 
was my message at an earlier symposium 
last July in the White House on the eve of 
the visit that I took to Poland and Hungary. 
The response—I should say your response— 
has really been encouraging. And the non- 
profit sector is playing a particularly impor- 
tant role. 

I’m not sure the people in Europe under- 
stand that yet. I noticed a comment by a 
citizen in Romania that says the United 
States has only done—and had a price tag— 
I can’t remember what it was—next to 
what we’d done. And there was one volun- 
teer organization alone, in this case, taking 
medical supplies—Americare is well known 
to some of you here—that had already 
taken in $1.2 million or a $1.3 million. So, I 
don’t worry about credit, but if we can be 
of more assistance in getting the totality of 
the message out, we want to be. I recognize 
that we’re just in the very early stages of 
this, but when you add the interest of ev- 
erybody sitting in this room, it’s an enor- 
mous potential for helping alleviate human 
suffering and helping solve the problems of 
how best to assist in this inexorable move 
towards democracy. 

So many of you here, I’m told, are al- 
ready involved in Eastern Europe, doing 
work that the Government could not possi- 
bly begin to do on its own. But there’s 
more, much more, to be done at this deci- 
sive moment in history. So, what I'd hoped 
that this symposium, which I understand 
continues into the afternoon, will do is to 
give you a better sense of how and where 
you can help, how the Government can 
support your efforts in a partnership for 
Eastern Europe. 

We will continue to work with these 
emerging governments, including Mr. Gor- 
bachev and others in the Soviet Union. I 
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learned at Malta that we have a long way to 
go before we’re even on the same plane in 
terms of how private markets work or how 
the private sector can involve itself in the 
solution to the problems that face these 
countries. But I will do my best to be sure 
that on the Soviet side that we continue on 
whatever exchanges that we have going to 
help increase the understanding. In some of 
the countries of Eastern Europe, we're 
ahead of where we are in others. But isn’t it 
exciting to be here even discussing how we 
facilitate democracy and freedom in East- 
ern Europe in January of 1990. I think it’s 
an amazing time of challenge, and I’m just 
very grateful to each and every one of you 
for taking the time and giving it the atten- 
tion that it needs to get the problem done. 

I just do not want to see things slip back. 
I think some countries are going to move 
ahead a little faster than others, but I don’t 
see a chance to put the genie back into the 
bottle—that kind of Socialist-Marxist bottle 
out of which the genie has sprung. 

And that’s the good news. So, let’s work 
together to try to facilitate the change. 
And, Carol, thank you for your role in 
bringing this distinguished group together. 

That is the end of the cameo appearance, 
except one more time: Thank you very, 
very much. I’m very grateful to you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. In his remarks he referred to 
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury John E. 
Robson; Deputy Secretary of State Lawrence 
S. Eagleburger; Michael J. Boskin, Chair- 
man of the Council of Economic Advisers; 
and Carol C. Adleman, Assistant Adminis- 
trator for Asia and the Near East at the US. 
International Development Cooperation 
Agency. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty on the International Registration 
of Audiovisual Works 


January 24, 1990 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Treaty on the Internation- 


al Registration of Audiovisual Works done 
at Geneva on April 20, 1989. I also trans- 
mit, for the information of the Senate, the 
report of the Department of State with re- 
spect to the Treaty. 

The Treaty establishes a multilateral 
system to facilitate enforcement of rights 
and to increase legal security concerning 
audiovisual works in foreign countries and 
to contribute to the fight against piracy. Es- 
sentially, the Treaty is administrative and 
procedural in nature; it is not a copyright 
treaty and therefore would not affect sub- 
stantive national copyright laws. The regis- 
tration system is voluntary and may be used 
at the option of the producer of audiovisual 
works. 

As noted in the report of the Department 
of State, United States ratification of the 
Treaty would not require any amendments 
to the copyright laws of the United States 
or any other implementing legislation. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Treaty 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 24, 1990. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting a 
Protocol to the Tunisia-United States 
Convention on Taxation and Fiscal 
Evasion 


January 24, 1990 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 
consent to ratification the Supplementary 
Protocol to the Convention between the 
Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica and the Government of the Tunisian 
Republic for the Avoidance of Double Tax- 
ation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion 
with respect to Taxes on Income, signed at 
Tunis on October 4, 1989. I also transmit, 
for the information of the Senate, the 
report of the Secretary of State. 

The supplementary protocol amends the 
income tax convention with Tunisia that 
was signed on June 17, 1985, and transmit- 
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ted to the Senate on March 13, 1986. The 
subsequent enactment of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1986 occurred before the Senate 
could consider the convention. The supple- 
mentary protocol amends the convention 
by incorporating changes in U.S. law en- 
acted in the Tax Reform Act of 1986. Of 
particular importance are the provisions au- 
thorizing imposition of the new U.S. branch 
tax and limiting the benefits of the conven- 
tion to residents of the two Contracting 
States by preventing their diversion to resi- 
dents of third countries. 

I recommend the Senate give early and 
favorable consideration to the convention 
and supplementary protocol and give its 
advice and consent to ratification. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 24, 1990. 


Letter to the Chairmen of the 
Republican National Committee and 
the Democratic National Committee on 


Campaign Assistance for the 
Nicaraguan National Opposition Union 
January 24, 1990 


The President today signed letters to Mr. 
Lee Atwater, chairman, Republican Nation- 
al Committee, and Mr. Ronald H. Brown, 
chairman, Democratic National Committee, 
encouraging the committees to provide as- 
sistance to the campaign of Violeta Cha- 
morro and the Nicaraguan National Opposi- 
tion Union (UNO). The text of the letter 
follows: 


I am writing to ask your help in the 
common cause of furthering democracy in 
Nicaragua. The February 25 elections will 
determine whether Nicaragua’s people will 
realize the promise of democracy to which 
the Sandinista government solemnly com- 
mitted itself in the Esquipulas Accord. This 
also is the aim of the Bipartisan Accord on 
Central America, which embodied the Ex- 
ecutive-Legislative agreement on the goals 
of democracy, security, and peace in that 
region. As President Arias of Costa Rica said 
in signing the Esquipulas Accord, “without 
democracy, there can be no peace in Cen- 


100 


tral America.” And without a level electoral 
playing field, there can be no true expres- 
sion of the Nicaraguan people’s will. 

Violeta Chamorro and the National Op- 
position Union (UNO) are valiantly waging 
an electoral campaign and need the help of 
all democratic parties. In the crucial last 
weeks of the campaign, UNO is desperately 
short of funds needed for campaign rallies, 
distributing campaign literature, and media 
time. While Congress has made money 
available for UNO through the National En- 
dowment for Democracy (NED), that 
money is limited by NED’s charter to insti- 
tution-building expenses and cannot be 
used to defray campaign costs. Moreover, 
the Sandinistas have imposed serious obsta- 
cles to delivery of the NED funds, and, to 
date, UNO has been permitted to make use 
of only a tiny fraction of them. For these 
reasons, Mrs. Chamorro’s campaign runs the 
real risk of being crippled for lack of 
money. This result would undermine our 
bipartisan commitment to democracy in 
Nicaragua and frustrate the aspirations of 
the Nicaraguan people. 

I am asking your help to give UNO a 
chance to let the Nicaraguan people 
achieve government by consent. The 
Democratic and Republican Parties have 
joined in supporting democracy in Eastern 
Europe, and once again we need to make 
our support felt with deeds. A joint contri- 
bution by both Parties to the UNO cam- 
paign would make an immediate difference 
at this critical moment, as would individual 
contributions by your Party’s members. 
Time is short. The Department of State in- 
forms me that Nicaraguan law permits po- 
litical contributions from foreigners so long 
as the Supreme Electoral Council is in- 
formed by January 31 that they are to be 
received. UNO would be responsible for 
satisfying applicable requirements under 
Nicaraguan law to employ such funds in the 
election campaign. The Justice and State 
Departments assure me that there are no 
general prohibitions under U.S. law on con- 
tributions to foreign political parties such as 
UNO. Of course, individual donors should 
ensure that they are not precluded from 
contributing by their tax status or other re- 
striction specifically related to their particu- 
lar circumstances. 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Jan. 24 


If democratic peoples and organizations 
do not stand together to make democracy 
work, they can only blame themselves if 
democracy does not flourish. 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Lee 
Atwater, chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, and Ronald H. Brown, 
chairman of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. The originals were not available for 
verification of the content of these letters. 


Continuation of Jeffrey M. Samuels as 
Assistant Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks at the Department of 
Commerce 


January 24, 1990 


The President today announced his deci- 
sion to retain Jeffrey M. Samuels to contin- 
ue to serve as Assistant Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks. 

Since 1987 Mr. Samuels has served as 
Acting Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks at the Department of 
Commerce in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, he served as managing editor of the 
Bureau of National Affairs’ Patent, Trade- 
mark and Copyright Journal, 1982-1987; 
legal editor of the Bureau of National Af- 
fairs’ Patent, Trademark and Copyright 
Journal, 1976-1982; hearing officer for the 
New York State Department of Social Serv- 
ices, 1976; and an associate with a general 
practice law firm, 1975-1976. 

Mr. Samuels graduated from Colgate Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1972) and Albany Law School 
(J.D., 1975). He was born May 8, 1950, in 
Brooklyn, NY. Mr. Samuels is married, has 
two children, and resides in Fairfax,VA. 


Nomination of Robert H. Gentile To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Energy 


January 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert H. Gentile to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Energy for Fossil 


Energy at the Department of Energy. He 
would succeed James Allan Wampler. 

Since 1988 Mr. Gentile has served as 
Acting Director and Director of the Office 
of Surface Mining at the Department of the 
Interior in Washington, DC. Prior to this he 
served as the liaison for coal affairs and Spe- 
cial Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for 
Land and Minerals Management at the De- 
partment of the Interior in Washington, 
DC, 1986-1988; chief executive officer of 
the Ohio River Collieries in Bannock, OH, 
1982-1986; president of N&G Construction 
in Bloomingdale, OH, 1975-1982; manage- 
ment consultant for Lafferty Trucking Co. 
in Bannock, OH, 1975; Deputy Director of 
Operations and Director of Training for the 
Peace Corps in Brazil, 1973-1975; training 
program officer for the Peace Corps in 
northeast Brazil, 1972-1973; supervisory 
management information specialist for the 
Peace Corps in Washington, DC, 1972; eval- 
uation officer in the Office of Program De- 
velopment, Evaluation and Research for the 
Peace Corps in Washington, DC, 1970- 
1972; Peace Corps fellow, 1970; and resi- 
dent adviser and assistant dean at the Uni- 
versity of Toledo in Toledo, OH, 1966- 
1969. 

Mr. Gentile graduated from the Francis- 
can University of Steubenville (B.A., 1966) 
and the University of Toledo (B.B.A., 1967; 
M.B.A., 1969). He was born February 5, 
1944, in Steubenville, OH. Mr. Gentile re- 
sides in Arlington, VA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih of the 
Yemen Arab Republic 


January 24, 1990 


President Bush met with President Salih 
of the Yemen Arab Republic this morning 
in a 30 minute private meeting followed by 
a half hour plenary session. This is the first 
state visit by a Yemeni President. The two 
Presidents held discussions on a wide range 
of bilateral, regional, and international 
issues. 

President Bush stated that he is pleased 
that the United States has been able to help 
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Yemen realize some of its economic and 
development goals and noted that the 
United States has increased the PL480 pro- 
gram with Yemen this year. 

President Bush reaffirmed the U.S. desire 
for peace and stability in the Middle East 
and reviewed continuing efforts to find a 
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. Presi- 
dent Bush reaffirmed our strong belief that 
our diplomatic efforts with Egyptian and 
Israeli officials to develop a dialog between 
Israelis and Palestinians offer the best hope 
for moving the peace process forward 
toward direct negotiations between the par- 
ties on a comprehensive peace settlement. 

The two Presidents also discussed South 
Yemen and President Salih’s ongoing efforts 
to reunify the two Yemens. They also re- 
viewed the current situation in Afghanistan 
and our shared support for self-determina- 
tion for the Afghan people. The two Presi- 
dents agreed to work together in the con- 
tinued search for peace throughout the 
Middle East region. President Bush took the 
opportunity to recall the warm hospitality 
he and Mrs. Bush received during their visit 
to Yemen in 1986. 


Nomination of Donald Jay Yockey To 
Be a Deputy Under Secretary of 
Defense 


January 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Donald Jay Yockey to be 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Ac- 
quisition. He would succeed Milton L. Lohr. 

Since 1988 Mr. Yockey has served as a 
consultant for DJY Associates in Mountain 
Center, CA. Prior to this he served in sever- 
al capacities at Rockwell International, Inc., 
including senior vice president and special 
assistant to the president of Rockwell and as 
a member of the Rockwell management 
committee, 1986-1988; president of elec- 
tronics operations, 1978-1986; president of 
the electronics systems group, 1977-1978; 
and vice president and general manager of 
the special telecommunications systems di- 
vision of Collins Radio Co. and president of 
Collins government telecommunications 
group, 1972-1977. In 1966 he joined the 
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autonetics division of Rockwell Internation- 
al, Inc., and served in the following posi- 
tions: director of astrionics, assistant general 
manager of the electronic systems and 
sensor division, and vice president of the F- 
111 Mark II avionics program. 


Mr. Yockey graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Oklahoma (B.A., 1960). He was born 
January 6, 1921, in Buffalo, NY. Mr. Yockey 
served in the U.S. Air Force, 1947-1966, 
retiring with the rank of colonel. He is mar- 
ried, has four children, and resides in La 
Habra Heights, CA. 


Nomination of Charles M. Herzfeld To 
Be Director of Defense Research and 
Engineering at the Department of 
Defense 


January 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Charles M. Herzfeld to be 
Director of Defense Research and Engi- 
neering. He would succeed Robert Clifton 
Duncan. 


Since 1985 Dr. Herzfeld has served as 
vice chairman of Aetna, Jacobs, Ramo Tech- 
nology Ventures in New York, NY, and 
chairman of the board of directors of Wes- 
tronix, Inc. Prior to this he served succes- 
sively as technical director, director of re- 
search, and vice president and director of 
research and technology of the ITT Corp., 
1967-1985; and successively as the director 
of ballistic missile defense, deputy director 
and director of the Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, 1961-1967. In addition 
Dr. Herzfeld worked for the National 
Bureau of Standards, rising to the position 
of Associate Director of the Bureau, 1956- 
1961, and he served at the Naval Research 
Laboratory in Washington, DC, 1953-1956. 


Dr. Herzfeld graduated from Catholic 
University (B.A., 1945) and the University of 
Chicago (Ph.D., 1951). He was born June 
29, 1925, in Vienna, Austria. Dr. Herzfeld 
has two children and resides in Secaucus, 
NJ. 
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Appointment of John M. Engler as a 
Member of the Commission on 
Presidential Scholars, and Designation 
as Chairman 


January 24, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint John M. Engler to be a 
member of the Commission on Presidential 
Scholars. He would succeed Ronna Romney. 
He will also be designated Chairman. 

Since 1978 Senator Engler has been a 
State senator for the 35th senatorial district 
in Michigan and serves as the senate majori- 
ty leader. Prior to this he served 4 terms in 
the Michigan House of Representatives. 

Senator Engler graduated from Michigan 
State University (B.S., 1971) and Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School (J.D., 1981). He was 
born October 12, 1948, in Mt. Pleasant, MI. 
He currently resides in Mt. Pleasant. 


Toasts at the State Dinner for President 
‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih of the Yemen Arab 
Republic 


January 24, 1990 


President Bush. Mr. President, Barbara 
and I are delighted to welcome you to the 
White House. And as I told you earlier 
today, we have many fond memories of that 
fascinating visit to Yemen almost 4 years 
ago. All of us here tonight recognize Presi- 
dent Salih as a man of extraordinary accom- 
plishment. A man who served his nation as 
a soldier and as a statesman. A man who’s 
led his country at a time of great economic 
progress and is responsible for Yemen’s 
growing role in Middle Eastern affairs. 

Mr. President, as I hope you know by 
now, I value your views. I believe our dis- 
cussions and your talks, both today and to- 
morrow with so many key members of our 
administration and the Congress, will en- 
courage understanding between our nations 
and help us advance the many interests that 
our nations share. It’s been an opportunity 
to assure you of America’s commitment to 
security in the Middle East and to the pur- 
suit of a just and lasting peace in the region. 

In the next few days, you'll be traveling 
across America: New York, San Francisco, 


and on to Dallas, in my home State. And I 
hope that at every step along the way, you 
encounter the warm welcome that Barbara 
and I enjoyed wherever we walked in the 
streets, in the markets of San‘a. 


It has been a great pleasure, sir, to wel- 
come you, to be your host on this historic 
visit. A visit that signifies the growing ties 
between our nations and a growing friend- 
ship between the people of Yemen and 
America. And so, tonight I ask all our guests 
to join me in wishing President Salih health 
and happiness. In the words of the old Ara- 
bian saying, “He who has health has hope, 
and he who has hope has everything.” Once 
again, you are most welcome here in the 
White House, sir. 


President Salih. Dear friend, President 
George Bush; the First Lady, Mrs. Bush; 
distinguished guests. Allow me first, Mr. 
President, to congratulate you on the first 
anniversary of your first term in office. I 
also wish to express my great pleasure to 
visit your country, hoping to establish closer 
linkage between the very ancient in our 
country and the most modern in yours. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bush, dear friends, in Octo- 
ber 1962, Time magazine wrote about a 
country almost unknown to the outside 
world, called Yemen. It said that in this 
country, which is just rushing toward the 
13th century, a revolution took place 
against a despotic ruler. Since then, human 
ingenuity and mankind’s ability to learn 
and adapt have made the impossibility an 
actual reality because less than 25 years 
later, that is in 1986, the people of that 
unknown country received the Vice Presi- 
dent of the most modern and perhaps most 
famous country in the world. 


Mr. President, it was then a wonderful 
occasion when you and the First Lady 
joined us in inaugurating our first refinery, 
using Yemeni crude oil at the ancient town 
of Marib, which once was the cradle of one 
of the most advanced civilizations of the 
world. That visit was, in my view, a good 
omen because it came at the threshold of 
your campaign for the President of the 
United States of America. Therefore, I am 
extremely happy to greet you again and, 
through you, extend my greetings to the 
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friendly people of the United States. 
Thank you, Mr. President. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 8:15 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
President Salih spoke in Arabic, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 


Nomination of C. Anson Franklin To 
Be an Assistant Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development 


January 25, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate C. Anson Franklin to be 
an Assistant Administrator of the Agency 
for International Development for External 
Affairs, U.S. International Development Co- 
operation Agency. He would succeed 
Thomas R. Blank. 

Since 1987 Mr. Franklin has served as 
Assistant Secretary of Energy for Congres- 
sional, Intergovernmental, and Public Af- 
fairs at the Department of Energy. Prior to 
this he served as Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Congressional, Intergovern- 
mental, and Public Affairs, 1986-1987; Di- 
rector of Communications at the Depart- 
ment of Energy, 1985-1986; Assistant Press 
Secretary at the White House, 1982-1985; 
campaign manager for Marshall Coleman 
for Governor Committee in Richmond, VA, 
1981; director of administration in the 
office of the attorney general of Virginia, 
1978-1981; campaign manager for Coleman 
for Attorney General Committee, 1977; 
campaign manager for Steelman for United 
States Senator in Dallas, TX, 1976; district 
representative for Congressman Alan Steel- 
man, 1974-1975; and consultant in the 
Office of the Special Assistant to the Secre- 
tary of Housing and Urban Development in 
Washington, DC, 1973. In addition, Mr. 
Franklin has served as director of the tele- 
phone canvass for the Texas Committee to 
Reelect the President in Austin, TX, 1972; 
and press secretary for Congressman Bill 
Archer, 1971-1972. 

Mr. Franklin graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Virginia (B.A., 1969). He was born 
April 17, 1947, in Richmond, VA. Mr. 
Franklin served in the Army National 
Guard, 1969-1975. He is married, has two 
children, and resides in Washington, DC. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the 1990 National Drug Control 
Strategy 


January 25, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with section 1005 of the Anti- 
Drug Abuse Act of 1988 (Public Law 100- 
690), I am today pleased to transmit my 
administration’s 1990 National Drug Con- 
trol Strategy for congressional consideration 
and action. 


This report should be viewed as a com- 
panion volume to the National Drug Con- 
trol Strategy that I sent to the Congress last 
September. In it you will find a comprehen- 
sive blueprint for Federal drug control ac- 
tivities fo. the next fiscal year. The princi- 
pal goal of our strategy, however, remains 
the same: to reduce the level of illegal drug 
use in America. To help determine the 
most effective means of pursuing that ob- 
jective, my administration has once again 
been aided by broad consultation with 
Members of Congress, Federal, State, and 
local officials, experts in the fields of drug 
prevention, treatment, and enforcement, 
and hundreds of interested and public-spir- 
ited citizens. The result, I believe, is a truly 
national plan to combat the illegal use of 
drugs, one that will bring us success in this 
new decade. 


I am grateful for the enthusiastic and bi- 
partisan support that the Congress gave to 
the National Drug Control Strategy last 
year, and I turn to you for that support 
again. I know that every Member of Con- 
gress shares my desire to overcome the ter- 
rible scourge of drugs. And so I ask you to 
join me in moving quickly to fund and im- 
plement the proposals and initiatives con- 
tained in this report. Full congressional sup- 
port of this national strategy is essential if 
we are to give Americans the thorough and 
effective drug control policy they expect 
and deserve. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 25, 1990. 
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Message to the Congress Reporting on 
the Economic Sanctions Against Libya 


January 25, 1990 


To the Congress of the United States: 

1. I hereby report to the Congress on 
developments since my last report of July 
19, 1989, concerning the national emergen- 
cy with respect to Libya that was declared 
in Executive Order No. 12543 of January 7, 
1986. This report is submitted pursuant to 
section 401(c) of the National Emergencies 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); section 204(c) of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c) (“IEEPA”); and sec- 
tion 505(c) of the International Security and 
Development Cooperation Act of 1985, 22 
U.S.C. 2349aa-9(c). 


2. Since my last report on July 19, 1989, 
there have been no amendments to the 
Libyan Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. 
Part 550 (the “Regulations”), administered 
by the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(“FAC”) of the Department of the Treasury. 
Additionally, since July 19, 1989, there have 
been no amendments or changes to orders 
of the Department of Commerce or the De- 
partment of Transportation implementing 
aspects of Executive Order No. 12543 relat- 
ing to exports from the United States and 
air transportation, respectively. 


3. During the current 6-month period, 
FAC has issued a limited number of specific 
licenses to individuals and corporations to 
permit them to engage in activities that 
would otherwise be prohibited by the Regu- 
lations. Under FAC licensing procedures, 23 
individuals registered to travel to or remain 
in Libya with Libyan immediate family 
members. Fewer than 15 licensing actions 
were taken with respect to Libya. 


4. Various enforcement actions men- 
tioned in prior reports continue to be pur- 
sued. As reported previously, seven former 
officers of a Libyan student group operating 
under FAC license were convicted in No- 
vember 1988 for the unauthorized use of 
student funds in violation of the Regula- 
tions. In May 1989, in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, 
seven individuals associated with the stu- 
dent group were convicted of related 
charges of conspiracy, wire fraud, aiding 
and abetting, and credit card fraud. Their 


sentences ranged from 60 days’ to 7 years’ 
imprisonment with fines of up to $8,000. 


In July 1989 the U.S. Customs Service 
seized a shipment of U.S.-origin electrical 
distribution and control equipment in Buf- 
falo, New York, valued at $7,679 for an at- 
tempted illegal transshipment from Canada 
to Libya through the United States. In Oc- 
tober 1989 the U.S. Customs Service seized 
a shipment of computer equipment valued 
at $7,500 for an attempted illegal transship- 
ment to Libya through the Netherlands. Re- 
delivery of the goods from the Netherlands 
to New York was effected prior to the sei- 
zure of the goods in New York. 


In August 1989, in the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Minnesota, a Federal 
grand jury returned a four-count criminal 
indictment charging a U.S. firm and two of 
its corporate officers with unlicensed ship- 
ment of 43,400 pounds of chemicals to 
Libya in April 1986. Guilty pleas were en- 
tered by two corporate officers and on 
behalf of the corporation at a December 4, 
1989, hearing. Sentencing is expected in 
January 1990. 


During the current reporting period, 
FAC determined that the Government of 
Libya had illegally transferred certain of its 
physical assets in the United States to a 
Libyan student organization at the time the 
sanctions were imposed. In October 1989 
FAC ordered the assets sold at auction with 
the proceeds deposited into a blocked ac- 
count in the name of the Government of 
Libya. 

5. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
July 19, 1989, through the present time that 
are directly attributable to the exercise of 
powers and authorities conferred by the 
declaration of the Libyan national emergen- 
cy are estimated at $425,776. Personnel 
costs were largely centered in the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury (particularly in the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control, the Cus- 
toms Service, the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Enforcement, the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for International Af- 
fairs, and the Office of the General Coun- 
sel), the Department of State, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce, the Department of Jus- 
tice, the Federal Reserve Board, and the 
National Security Council. 
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6. The policies and actions of the Govern- 
ment of Libya continue to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the national se- 
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. I shall continue to exercise the 
powers at my disposal to apply economic 
sanctions against Libya as long as these 
measures are appropriate, and will continue 
to report periodically to the Congress on 
significant developments as required by 
law. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
January 25, 1990. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Luncheon for Newspaper 
Publishers 


January 25, 1990 


National Drug Control Strategy 


The President. Well, please be seated, 
and please continue with your coffee. But 
it’s an honor to have you all here. There 
may be no group in America more aware of 
the challenges this country is facing. So, my 
first thought was to give you a general out- 
line of our agenda after our first year. But 
then I decided to focus on the first item on 
the domestic agenda: illegal drugs. And 
they remain this nation’s number one con- 
cern, and so, I chose this forum to an- 
nounce the second phase of our fight 
against drugs. This booklet is on our Nation- 
al Drug Control Strategy that I hope we 
can get distributed to all of you. 

As you know, last September for the first 
time, we launched a comprehensive, coordi- 
nated and, I think, coherent national strate- 
gy to stop the distribution and use of illegal 
drugs. We’ve made some notable progress 
in the months since that plan was unveiled. 
Attitudes continue to change. Here in 
Washington, the number of those arrested 
who test positive for drugs has dropped dra- 
matically over the past 3 months, especially 
among juveniles. And abroad, Colombia has 
extradited 14 of the world’s major drug 
merchants to stand trial here in the United 
States. 
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Given the headlines we’ve seen recently, 
though, it’s clear that we’re only really get- 
ting started. And the plan we laid out last 
fall outlined what we intend to do. And 
today I want to announce the second phase, 
as I said, of our strategy which explains how 
we intend to do it, agency by agency, task 
by task, dollar by dollar. And today we’re 
releasing what I think of as a blueprint for 
success. 

Our outstanding Director, Bill Bennett, 
the Drug Control Policy Director, will dis- 
cuss the program later in depth. Right now, 
I want to sketch out, if I might, a few high- 
lights and then open the floor to questions. 

Our approach remains consistent. We’re 
committed to the same aggressive goals and 
principles that we outlined last September: 
to reduce use through an integrated mix of 
supply- and demand-side approaches. And 
that means doing everything that works. 

Our strategy calls for about a third of its 
funding to go toward drug education, pre- 
vention, treatment, and research. We’re 
calling for more prevention programs in 
schools and workplaces, as well as grants for 
communities to set up education programs. 
In our treatment strategies, we’re also em- 
phasizing what works with careful and con- 
stant evaluation of treatment regimes and a 
new Office for Treatment Improvements at 
HHS [Department of Health and Human 
Services]. 

We’re funding new research in areas like 
law enforcement technology, treatment, 
and drug use forecasting that will help us 
spot trends and then target our resources 
and measure the impact of our strategies. 
And this spring, we’re going to be releasing 
the first of an annual, State-by-State status 
report measuring progress. 

Roughly another third of the budget is 
devoted to domestic enforcement, prosecu- 
tion, incarceration. To help local law en- 
forcement initiatives, the ‘91 fiscal budget 
calls for nearly $500 million for State and 
local law enforcement grants, an increase of 
228 percent over the last 2 years. We want 
to get the right resources to the right 
people, on the right level: street level. 

Today we’ll be announcing five high-in- 
tensity drug trafficking areas, cities and 
areas that are already doing a great deal, 
but need more support. We want to help 
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them map out a more comprehensive, co- 
ordinated approach to fight drugs. 

We're also increasing the number of DEA 
[Drug Enforcement Administration] and 
FBI [Federal Bureau of Investigation] 
agents and personnel, as well as more fund- 
ing for assistant U.S. Attorneys. We support 
an increase in Federal judgeships. We’re 
proposing the death penalty for drug king- 
pins and those responsible for drug-related 
killings and, even in some cases, attempted 
killings. We want there to be absolutely no 
doubt about the certainty of punishment. 

The final third of our budget is ear- 
marked for border interdiction and the 
international operations side. We want the 
multinational criminal organizations that 
produce and distribute drugs to be more 
than disrupted: we intend to see them dis- 
mantled and destroyed because we don’t 
make deals with these dealers. 

We have multilateral programs underway 
in many parts of the world. Throughout 
Central and South America, particularly, 
we're engaged in expanded and unprece- 
dented levels of cooperation and assistance. 
We applaud the efforts of President Virgilio 
Barco of Colombia and also of our neighbor, 
President Salinas of Mexico. And I will rein- 
force our support for the courageous lead- 
ers of the region at the upcoming drug 
summit in Cartagena. 

Among the steps we’re taking to intensify 
border control, up to an additional 1,000 
custom agents, who are already on the job, 
will be given authority to conduct drug in- 
vestigations to better assist the DEA, the 
Drug Enforcement Administration. With 
interdiction in particular, coordination is ab- 
solutely crucial. We’re putting an end—I 
hope and I believe we are—putting an end 
to turf battles. I met with all our top law 
enforcement people the other day, and 
they said they had never seen better coop- 
eration between these—powerful in some 
instances—but between all the agencies. 

Our budget for all international activities 
has increased from $419 million to nearly 
$700 million. We’re creating a new National 
Drug Intelligence Center, to ensure all en- 
forcement agencies get the strategic and or- 
ganizational intelligence that they need. 
Treasury’s newly created Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network will improve finan- 
cial intelligence. And the Department of 


Defense has been increasingly effective in 
its expanded detection and monitoring 
roles. 

Now, I imagine the news in this chapter 
of the war on drugs may be its price tag. 
Spending, understandably, gets a lot of at- 
tention. In this case, outlays continue to in- 
crease. But I want to emphasize our deter- 
mination to win this fight without adding to 
the budget deficit and, yes, I repeat, with- 
out raising taxes. 

In 1990 drug funding totaled almost $9.5 
billion—that was in 1990, the largest in- 
crease in history. Funding for fiscal ‘91 will 
be expanded by more than §$1 billion, to 
over $10.5 billion, and outlays will increase 
41 percent this year. In fact, with this re- 
quest, the Federal drug budget will be 69 
percent higher than it was when I took 
office in 1989. 

To those who say that our program looks 
top-heavy on the interdiction side, remem- 
ber that many of the efforts to limit supply 
are exclusively Federal and inherently more 
expensive than demand reduction. We’re 
willing to spend more to limit the drug 
supply. Simply put, we’re willing to do 
whatever it takes. 

But the real issue, of course, is not how 
much: it has got to be how well. And here 
the distinction between Federal and nation- 
al is crucial. A truly national drug control 
strategy demands that we tap resources of 
every description—public and private; civil- 
ian and military; local, State, and Federal; 
volunteer, professional, and personal. 

Let me tell you about a man that I know 
many of you in this room know, but some 
may not, Jim Burke, a corporate leader, 
former CEO of Johnson & Johnson, who’s 
been applying the power of the media to 
unsell drugs through the Media Partnership 
for a Drug-Free America, the largest volun- 
teer, private-sector ad campaign since the 
war bond drives of World War II. He’s en- 
ergized, and he’s doing a superb job. 

You're all familiar with those hard-hitting 
ads to discourage drug use. Many of you 
already contribute space to run them. And 
that’s supporting the Partnership’s current 
goal to raise $1 million a day in advertising 
time and space every day for the next 3 
years—a remarkable goal indeed. 
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I know that some of you—Joe Williams, of 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal, to take a 
notable example—has made a promotion of 
voluntarism an important part of your 
newspaper’s mission. And that’s also very, 
very important. A free press has a right and 
a responsibility to comment and report on a 
nation’s problems. But your newspapers 
may also contribute to the progress of the 
communities they serve by pointing to solu- 
tions. And there may be no better outlet for 
America’s volunteer effort, volunteer spirit, 
than saving those being lost to drugs. It’s 
too early to tell how our efforts will be 
judged, but if more concerned Americans 
become involved Americans, I believe we 
will succeed. 

Today I’m particularly interested in your 
thoughts and your ideas, so I’d like to open 
up the floor to suggestions, but certainly 
we'll be glad to answer questions on this 
subject or any other subject that enters 
your mind. And if it’s highly technical, I 
may, if you'll excuse me, rely on my strong 
right arm, Bill Bennett. 

Federalism 

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned increas- 
ing spending without increasing the deficit. 
Do you agree or disagree with the principle 
that if the Federal Government mandates a 
program, be it in drugs or in other areas, 
the Federal Government also ought to pro- 
vide the resources for accomplishing the 
goal rather than shifting the burden down 
to other levels of government? 

The President. 1 am concerned about 
mandated programs. I particularly got this 
driven home to me at the recent education- 
al summit in Virginia. The subject wasn’t 
simply drugs, although there was a lot of 
discussion about it there. And they were 
pleading for flexibility. And I think Bill 
Bennett has tried to build into our requests 
a certain flexibility for local areas. And 
that’s a hallmark of our philosophy here: to 
reduce the number of mandated Federal 
programs because they do not take into 
consideration the diversity of this country 
and the diversity of the communities in the 
country. 


Legalization of Drugs 

Q. Mr. President, George Shultz [former 
Secretary of State] has just linked his con- 
siderable prestige to the ranks of those ad- 
vocating the legalization of drugs. What do 
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you feel are the most cogent arguments 
against these growing numbers of people 
advocating decriminalization? 

The President. 1 just think that it would 
increase, regrettably, the habit; and I 
strongly oppose it. Bill has very forthrightly 
been speaking out against it. And I’m just 
going to hold the line against legalization. 


National Drug Control Strategy 


Q. Mr. President, what criteria were used 
to determine which five cities are going to 
get special attention under your proposal? 

The President. May I defer to Bill on 
that? 

Director Bennett. A number of things, 
but principally we use the FBI and DEA, 
Drug Enforcement Administration’s, crite- 
ria for investigation—Level One, Level 
Two, Level Three—various levels of investi- 
gation and intensity—that is how many 
cases in major drug trafficking they have in 
certain areas. The areas we’ve designated 
are all Level One areas; that is, areas where 
we think we will find the greatest concen- 
tration of major drug trafficking organiza- 
tions. 

The President. You'd better—while you're 
standing—maybe—that was very good— 
[laughter|—I may need more support. But 
please, ask as technical as you want. 


Arrest of Mayor Barry of Washington, DC 


Q. Mr. President, did you know in ad- 
vance, sir, about the sting operation that led 
to the arrest of the mayor of Washington 
the other night? And can we ask you, sir, 
what was your personal reaction when you 
heard that the mayor of the town you live 
in had been arrested for drug—— 

The President. The answer is: No, I 
didn’t. And the second part of the question 
is: great sadness, great tragedy. I think it 
would be most inappropriate for a Presi- 
dent to prejudge a matter that’s obviously 
in the courts, and I’m going to refrain from 
doing that. But you know what, my thought 
went to the kids in the schools. And it’s a 
matter of sadness. And Barbara shares my 
view on that. 


State of the Union Address 


Q. Mr. President, what other areas of in- 
terest can we watch for in your State of the 
Union Message? 
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The President. Now, Jerry—{laughter|— 
you know that it seems that we’re getting 
close to the date of that, but it is not in final 
form. And I'll just give you a little insight 
into the thought process. How much do you 
dwell on a shopping list of things that I 
want to see accomplished, a legislative 
shopping list? And how much emphasis do 
you place on the state of the Union? It’s 
almost state of the Government versus state 
of the Union. And I’ve never been accused 
of being an overly eloquent fellow, but I am 
optimistic about our country, the state of 
the Union. And that isn’t to say that I’m not 
deeply concerned about some of the prob- 
lems. 

We had a fascinating discussion at our 
table on environmental concerns and how 
you balance them with a person’s right to a 
job in an expanding economy. And I guess 
I'd have to say the final draft has not been 
worked, but I expect you will see a combi- 
nation of—I wouldn’t call it a shopping list, 
but certainly spelling out what I think 
should be priorities for the state of the Gov- 
ernment and what I'd like to see the Feder- 
al Government do, and then on a broader 
sense, my perceptions and observations 
about the state of the Union. 

And Ill tell you, having visited with some 
of the families of the fighting men that 
went down to Panama, I have a renewed 
feeling that the country is going to be in 
pretty good shape down the road if we can 
handle our part of the Government right. I 
mean, there’s a wonderful feeling in some 
parts of this country. And that isn’t to say 
there’s not a lot of hopelessness and a lot of 
despair that goes with some of these enor- 
mous social problems. But the underpin- 
nings of the United States, the state of the 
Union, is not bad. 

When you look around the world and see 
these countries coming our way—democra- 
cy, freedom—and then see the younger 
generation willing to serve as they do in a 
voluntary way with the courage and the 
patriotism that some of these kids showed 
in Panama, I'll tell you, there’s something 
happening that’s good about our country. 


Soviet Reforms 


Q. Mr. President, on a little different sub- 
ject, a couple of respected Sovietologists 
lately, notably George Kennan and Mr. 


Brzezinski, Mr. Kennan has said that Mr. 
Gorbachev’s position is precarious. Mr. 
Brzezinski has said the Soviet system is 
doomed. How do you react to those state- 
ments? 


The President. Which were the two? I 
heard somebody saying that the Soviet 
system is doomed. 


Q. Brzezinski, I believe, lately. And Mr. 
Kennan, George Kennan, said that Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s position was precarious. 


The President. Well, on the Soviet system 
doomed, I think Mr. Gorbachev has already, 
in strongly supporting glasnost and strongly 
supporting perestroika has confirmed the 
fact that the Marxist-Leninist model simply 
does not work. And all you have to do is 
look at an economy that’s in egregiously 
bad shape and you'll understand why he’s 
reached that conclusion. And then if you 
needed additional confirmation, all you 
have to do is take a cursory look at Eastern 
Europe and you'll see that people are 
opting for pluralism and for openness, glas- 
nost, and for reform. So, I think that’s a 
given, that’s obvious. 

In terms of Mr. Gorbachev, I was asked 
yesterday about it, and I said I want very 
much to see him succeed. I think he has 
conducted himself in an extraordinarily dif- 
ficult situation very well. He remains com- 
mitted to peaceful change, and I don’t 
think anyone is faulting him for the difficul- 
ties that he’s encountered in Azerbaijan. 
You see blockades of your ports, and the 
man has to respond. I’m not encouraging 
that course because we would like to see 
peaceful change wherever possible. But in 
talking about the ferment for change in the 
Baltics, he still is talking peaceful change. 
And I think he’s done a remarkable job. It’s 
not for some President of the United States 
to start saying who he thinks ought to be in 
that job. But as I look around, I think Mr. 
Gorbachev is really the best hope for what 
our interests are. We want to see peaceful 
change continue. We want to see the de- 
mocratization of Eastern Europe. We want 
to see openness bring about market force 
economies inside the Soviet Union. And all 
of these things, I think are in our interest. 

Now, it is my hope that he will emerge, 
that they can get this recent disorder under 
control and restoration of peace there and 
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tranquility, and then that the process can 
go forward in a democratic mode, a more 
democratic mode. So, I wouldn’t speculate 
on totality of survival, but I think we have a 
lot at stake in continuing to deal with this 
man. 


Defense Budget Cuts 


Q. Mr. President, on the subject of de- 
fense, you have suggested that we will 
probably have to cut back on the budget in 
that area. And in order to help the Soviet 
Union, this cutting of the defense will affect 
our industries, such as shipbuilding indus- 
tries in Boston, where we build outstanding 
cruisers. What are your plans if you have to 
do that to help these industries and the 
labor people that are employed there? 

The President. Where bases have been 
closed there has often resorted vigorous pri- 
vate enterprise activity. I was asking about 
this, because under the Base Closing Act, 
we’ve had to make certain suggestions, and 
the Defense Department is wrestling with 
this whole concept of what facilities will 
remain as fully funded in the future as they 
have been in the past. 

So, I think a lot of what the best thing a 


Federal Government can do is keep a 
strong and vigorous economy so you can 


accommodate private sector productive 
growth where theretofore there has been a 
government activity of some sort. So, it’s 
that. I think there are government pro- 
grams to help transitions, to help the States 
in transition, and of course, I want to con- 
tinue those. 

But let me simply say this, we’re all famil- 
iar with what happens. Everybody says cut, 
and then when somebody has to make the 
call, they say, Please cut in this other guy’s 
district; don’t cut in mine. Mine’s absolutely 
essential. And I was guilty of the same thing 
when I was a Member of Congress, and so I 
understand it. [Laughter] 

But I think we have an able team. I think 
we have a team that is committed to work- 
ing with the key leaders in the Congress, in 
the opposition party, and I think we can 
come up with a formulation of where we 
have to cut, doing it in way that we don’t 
cut into the muscle of our defense, the 
muscle—we may need a different kind of 
force in the future. As the threat diminishes 
in Eastern Europe, we may need a more 
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rapidly deployable force. But it’s got to be 
robust, it’s got to be well-trained, it’s got to 
be highly professional. So, I just want to be 
sure that we do this not on just kind of a 
squeaking wheel political way, but that 
whatever we do in the future is done in a 
very thoughtful and, I would add, compas- 
sionate way where we do help the commu- 
nities as best we can to move into this era 
of change, but also remember, still, an era 
of challenge. 


Rural America’s War on Drugs 


Q. Mr. President, on your drug program, 
I'm from Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
about 90 minutes up the road from you, 
and we have a pretty severe drug problem 
there. But what happens is, all of these pro- 
grams that come in, by the time the money 
is spent in the metropolitan areas, very 
little of it reaches our borders. Is there any- 
thing in Phase II that would provide money 
to the small communities of the country 
like Chambersburg? 

The President. Bill, can you respond to 
thatP 

Director Bennett. It’s interesting, because 
we heard from the big city mayors this 
morning that all the money is going to the 
rural areas and they’re not getting their 
share. [Laughter] What we’re doing is, of 
course, essentially through our block grants, 
giving the money to the States and the 
State legislatures. Those State legislatures 
and Governors have the responsibility to 
decide how that money should be appor- 
tioned in the State. And from the way we 
look at it, there’s a drug problem in rural 
America, suburban America, as well as 
urban America. And the people who should 
make that judgment should be the Gover- 
nor and State legislators. 

The President. Bill, in response to the 
earlier question, we are doing that, as you 
say, blocking it so we do not mandate a 
specific answer so that Chambersburg has 
to adapt to a program designed for some 
big city. 

Director Bennett. There are very few 
mandates, in fact, in our drug strategy, or 
drug policy. And one thing that doesn’t 
happen is that when a lot of districts re- 
ceive their money, they aren’t told that this 
is money from the Federal Government. 
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And when the money goes into the State 
capital, it’s combined with State sources and 
sent out. And we don’t require Governors 
to say, This is from George Bush and not 
from the Governor, and so we think some 
Governors may let the constituents think 
they deserve all the credit for it. But there’s 
Federal money going out. 


National Drug Control Strategy 


Q. Mr. President, how soon do you expect 
to see meaningful results from the imple- 
mentation of Phase II? And how do you 
propose to deal with the already over- 
crowded facilities in the event that the re- 
sults are even more successful than you an- 
ticipate? 

The President. Well, 1 will give Congress 
credit for moving on additional facilities, 
prison facilities. And I think in some of this, 
certainly I hope we'll get early enactment 
on this program. I'd like to see it imple- 
mented, crossing the t’s and dotting the i's, 
the way Bill Bennett has proposed. I’m not 
naive enough to believe that will happen. 

But I was talking to Bill coming in, and 
we do sense a desire on the part of the 
Congress to cooperate. We may have a 
problem on the Senate side with spending 
levels, but in terms of the objectives of this 
strategy, we’re in pretty close accord with 
both Democrats and Republicans on the 
Hill. So, I think we can get early action, and 
we're already getting it in some of these 
programs that are in effect right now. I’m 
thinking backing up law enforcement; I 
mentioned increasing prison capacity, et 
cetera. 


Arrest of Mayor Barry of Washington, DC 


Q. Mr. President, given the fact that you 
have talked a lot about discouraging drug 
usage and given the fact that you said just a 
minute ago that your thoughts ran to the 
children when you heard about the arrest 
in Washington, do you think Mayor Barry 
should resign? 

The President. No, again, I don’t want to 
get into the case because I think it would 
be inappropriate to intervene. And that 
isn’t actually asking me to get into the legal 
process. But let’s let the system work. And I 
think the city is capable of making that de- 
termination and trying to achieve their con- 
sensus goal. 


Gun Control 


Q. Mr. President, last night I came up 
with my wife to Washington, and on TV we 
saw four individuals who were shot. 
Through the drug program you talked 
about, wouldn’t it also be hand-in-glove to 
make some further pronouncements to- 
wards gun control, especially towards the 
semiautomatic pistols that seem to be 
coming out? 

The resident. Were they shot in States 
that had controls on these pistols, or—I 
can’t remember. 

Q. They were in Washington, DC. 

The President. In Washington? I think we 
have some rather stringent controls here 
against this. So, my position really has not 
changed on gun control. I realize there’s 
plenty of room for difference of opinion on 
it. But I think the thing is, to enforce the 
laws that are on the books. And in this in- 
stance, we’ve pointed to one that might 
have been more effective. But I don’t be- 
lieve that the answer is going to be more 
Federal gun control. 


Pardons for Iran-Contra Figures 


Q. Mr. President, a different subject with 
two points. Is it a possibility that you will 
pardon Poindexter? And if legal procedure 
falls through, would you consider a pardon 
for Ollie North? 

The President. | have said before and will 
repeat that, again, while these matters are 
in the courts, I will not make any statement 
one way or another on the question; I don’t 
think I should do that. And so, we’ll just 
have to—Ollie’s under appeal, and the 
Poindexter matter is now before the jury. 


Chinese Student Relief Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, would you mind speak- 
ing, if you will, sir, about the vote on China 
this afternoon in the Senate? 

The President. [At this point, the Presi- 
dent raised his hand and crossed his fin- 
gers.] [Laughter] A week ago if you would 
have asked me that question, having faith- 
fully read my regional newspapers and my 
big-city newspapers and my newspapers 
from the west coast to the east coast, I 
would have thought there was a very mini- 
mal chance of achieving this. But we made 
the case, and I have pointed to, albeit small 
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steps, certain steps that I think are encour- 
aging as a result of the contact that we have 
had. 

The acceptance of Peace Corps volun- 
teers: you might say, well, that’s not too big 
a deal. You see, I think the contacts be- 
tween students and the people, or students 
studying here and the American people, is a 
good thing. They’ve now said they’d do 
that, very recently. The accrediting of a 
VOA [Voice of America] correspondent, not 
a major step by itself, but it reverses a 
period where all they did was blast the 
VOA for having an unsavory role, in their 
view, in Tiananmen Square. They are 
muting the whole concept in terms of 
world propaganda by them was that it was 
the fault of the United States. And every- 
body here knows it wasn’t the fault of the 
United States. It was the quest for democra- 
cy and for freedom of expression. That criti- 
cism has been dramatically muted; ask your 
editors to collect it for you. 

They’ve given us certain assurances on 
missiles sales overseas. And I happen to be 
one that’s still concerned about the prolif- 
eration of missiles, and I hope they'll follow 
through on that now, but I think that was a 
direct response to the able work of General 
Scowcroft [Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs]. Fulbright exchanges 
have been reopened or the discussions are 
on to get them officially—put a mandate on 
that. And that’s good, if you believe that the 
contacts of that nature facilitate under- 
standing of democracy and freedom. 

They’ve lifted martial law. And now some 
of my severest critics on the Hill, I'd say to 
them, Let me ask you a question now. Sup- 
pose I sent an emissary and the only one 
thing that could result would be the lifting 
of martial law. Do you think it’s a good idea 
or not? Some of these people that are 
pounding my brains out up there, on both 
sides of the aisle, would have been the first 
to say, I think it’s worth it. But that’s been 
done. I’m not saying there’s perfection and 
we can all walk around over in Tiananmen 
Square or anyplace else the way we can in 
the United States, but it’s an improvement. 

They’ve released 573 people from jail, an 
amnesty if you’d want to call it such. And as 
they did it, they kicked them as they went 
out of the jail and said you’re a bunch of 
lawbreakers, but the people are out. 
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They’re not in jail. I want to keep this 
going. I care about human rights. I care 
about the students. I care about reform. I 
am committed to the concept that the 
world is moving, what I would say, hopeful- 
ly not chauvinistically, our way in terms of 
freedom and democracy. And I believe that 
contact is the way to go about doing this. 


We have taken care of the fact that no 
student, as long as I’m President, will be 
sent back against his or her will. There is a 
strong Executive order, a strong implemen- 
tation letter from the Attorney General 
saying this. I don’t know why I’m giving 
you all this detail; the vote is in only 5 
minutes, I think, and—no, wait a minute— 
yes, 5 minutes. 


The world looks like everything’s tranquil 
in some ways, some broad ways. There is a 
reason. We are a Pacific power. China is a 
billion-some people. We’ve got enormous 
differences with their leadership on what 
happened over there and on a lot of things. 
But in regional areas there, we’ve got to 
work with them. Cambodia’s a good exam- 
ple. Japan to some degree is a good exam- 
ple. Some are so relaxed about the changes 
in the Soviet Union that they think that you 
don’t have to worry about the broad geopo- 
litical or geostrategic relationships. But I 
haven’t reached that view. I think there’s 
reason to still—not play some card—I’ve 
always found that an offensive statement— 
play the China card or play the Russian 
card. That’s stupid, and I think it’s bad 
statesmanship as well as bad diplomacy. But 
the contact and being able to impress on 
the leaders the U.S. view, I think is good 
sound diplomacy. 


I had a lot of reasons for doing what I’ve 
done. I will say what I told some of your 
reporters yesterday: I think, in retrospect, I 
could have done a better job of it. I think I 
could have made more clear my own heart- 
beat in terms of the change, my own con- 
cerns about the things that went wrong, 
and my own desire to see this relationship 
move forward. But back to your question: 
you asked the time, I’ve told you how to 
build a watch—{laughter|—we may pull it 
out. And if we do, though, it will be for the 
reasons that I have outlined here. 
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The Homeless 


Q. Mr. President, people in our communi- 
ty are struggling to develop a strategy to 
deal with the problems of the homeless. 
This is happening all over the country. 
What can you do to help us address this 
issue? 


The President. Well, we’ve got a new ap- 
proach to housing that touches on the 
homeless: home ownership opportunity. 
We’ve got a fully funding for the first time 
of the McKinney Act, which is specific, a 
specific approach to the homeless, including 
shelter, including rehabilitation. I think we 
can do a little more in terms of the rehabili- 
tation aspect because I think there are, re- 
grettably, some people out there, given the 
change in the law that took place a few 
years ago, that need help and attention, and 
maybe we can do a better job of persuading 
them. But I think the full funding of the 
McKinney Act, which I pledged to do, inci- 
dentally, in the campaign, is the best role 
for the Federal Government because it was 
fully debated and passed by the Congress, 
both Democrats and Republicans, as the 
best way to go. And we have now funded it, 
and I hope that that will be enacted in our 
budget and I hope it will make a difference. 
Because you go upstairs and you look out 
that window and you see some pretty heart- 
rending sights. And then you go have those 
people interviewed, as has taken place by 
enterprising reporters, and you find that 
there’s some very great complications as to 
why those folks are there. So, we’ve got to 
get to the cause, whether it’s economic dep- 
rivation or whether it’s some other problem 
that the folks have that lead them to that 
state of hopelessness. 


Thank you all very, very much for being 
with us. I’d better push on. But thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. A ques- 
tion referred to John Poindexter and Lt. 
Col. Oliver North, USMC, Ret., Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs 
and member of the National Security Coun- 
cil during the Reagan administration, re- 
spectively. 
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Chinese Student Relief Legislation and 
U.S. Assistance for Panama 


The President. Two subjects I'd like to 
address myself to. First, I want to acknowl- 
edge the vote in the Senate upholding my 
veto this afternoon and reaffirming our 
commitment to Chinese students in this 
country, as well as the goal of improving 
relations with China. No Chinese student in 
this country is going to be sent back against 
his or her will. And we will continue to 
urge the People’s Republic of China to rec- 
ognize the human rights of its citizens, to 
participate in the affairs of the world com- 
munity. And I do want to express my per- 
sonal thanks to the leadership of the Repub- 
lican Party in the Senate—Senator Dole, 
Senator Simpson—who lead this effort with 
courage and determination. And a special 
thanks to all those Members who voted for 
the values of justice and human freedom 
that I believe were at stake in this question. 

Secondly, this morning I called President 
Endara of Panama to assure him of our con- 
tinuing support of his efforts to establish 
democracy in Panama. Part of this effort 
involves the establishment of a healthy 
economy, and I’m deeply impressed with 
his commitment to reform Panama’s econo- 
my. And based on this commitment and the 
report I received from [Deputy Secretary of 
State] Larry Eagleburger and [Deputy Sec- 
retary of the Treasury] John Robson, with 
us here, I informed President Endara that 
we'd arrived at an economic assistance 
package to help assist Panama in its eco- 
nomic recovery. 

Our plan, valued at about $1 billion, in- 
cludes $500 million in humanitarian assist- 
ance for housing, emergency public works, 
business assistance, loans, guarantees, and 
export opportunities and then $500 million 
in an additional assistance package for bal- 
ance of payment support, public invest- 
ment, and economic restructuring. 

The Vice President will review the details 
of this plan with President Endara on his 
visit to Panama. We’re going to work close- 
ly with the Congress on this package to 
ensure its prompt implementation. The eco- 
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nomic challenges that Panama faces are 
great, but we will work with the people to 
build a prosperous, democratic nation. 

I've just met again with Secretaries 
Robson and Eagleburger, and they believe, 
given the history in Panama on the business 
side, that this economic assistance can, 
indeed, result in the short-run in a vastly 
improved economic situation. 


China-U.S. Relations and Chinese Student 
Relief Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, isn’t it about time that 
you told the American people what were 
the results of two secret missions to China, 
whether you got any kind of promise from 
Beijing for loosening up and becoming a 
more tolerant society, and will this victory 
lead you to trying to lift the sanctions 
against China? 

The President. Well, I think I addressed 
myself to that yesterday, but let me repeat. 
I was very pleased at their lifting of martial 
law; I was very pleased at the release of 573 
people from jail in a kind of an amnesty. 
I’ve said that these weren’t all the steps 
that need to be taken. I’m very pleased that 
they’ve stopped harassing the United States 
Mission there, our Embassy in Beijing. I’m 
very pleased that they’ve lightened up on 
the areas where I think we can really move 
things forward, and that is the Peace Corps 
and the Fulbright [student] exchanges. 

So, this was all part of the debate on the 
Hill. And I must say that I think that the 
fact that they had made those moves car- 
ried some weight with some of the Sena- 
tors. 

Q. Is that the promise that you were 
given? I mean, they say now that martial 
law is really—— 

The President. There were no promises. 
I’m looking for action, not words. 

Q. Well, how about the sanctions? 

The President. That’s the third question, 
and—what sanctions? Which part of the 
sanctions? 

Q. Military and technical assistance and 
so forth. 

The President. Well, we’re looking at the 
whole performance scale, and I expect they 
are, too. But I’m very, very pleased with 
the results on the Hill today. 

Q. Mr. President, out of 535 Members of 
Congress, 62 supported you on this veto. 
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Do you view that as a mandate for your 
policies? 

The President. Yes, because you’ve got to 
give disproportionate weight to how the ex- 
ecutive branch feels. We're an equal 
branch. So, you add to that the support on 
the Hill, we come out more than cqual. 

Q. And does it give you any support for 
new initiatives toward China? 

The President. The ‘thing I like about it, 
given the mournful predictions of some a 
couple of weeks ago, is that it gives me the 
confidence that I’m going to go forward the 
way I think is correct here. And I’ve had a 
lot of chance to talk to people that voted 
with us and some that didn’t and I under- 
stand their sensitivities. And I vow to do a 
better job of informing them as these things 
develop, as to what it is we’re intending. 
But I’m very, very pleased with the result, 
for reasons that I’m sure everybody out 
here can understand. 

Q. Mr. President, back to the Chinese stu- 
dents for a moment. Does your commit- 
ment that no Chinese student would be 
sent back against his or her will—does that 
run absolutely, or is that something that will 
run until such time as you feel that China 
has changed its ways in some way that 
meets your approval? 

The President. Against his or her will—— 

Q. Ever? 

The President. 
statement, yes. 


——is the controlling 


U.S. Assistance for Panama 


Q. Mr. President, on the aid to Panama, 
some assessments say $1 billion is only a 
fraction of what it will need to restore the 
effects down there. What is your assess- 
ment, and what are people saying? Is this 
the first step toward what? 

The President. Well, I'm basing my judg- 
ment on what President Endara said and on 
the recommendations of the economic mis- 
sion that went there. And President Endara 
seemed very pleased with this. I said to 
him:, “If there is additional categories in 
which we can be helpful, please let me 
know.” But I think he was very pleased, 
and I think both Larry and John feel that it 
is a very good step. Whether it’s the last 
step or not, I don’t know. We’ve got to see 
how that private sector responds and how 
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the economic recovery goes forward. But I 
wouldn’t say this is the end of the road in 
terms of what we can do to help them. 

Q. But is there a full assessment of what 
the total cost will be? 

The President. Well, I think they feel that 
this is: Let’s go here, see what happens, and 
then take another look. Some may come up 
with higher figures, but this is what we 
think is a good and full program to give 
them the help they need right now. 

Q. Mr. President, have you been person- 
ally briefed on the exact number of people 
left homeless as a result of the U.S. invasion 
of Panama? And when specifically, sir, can 
they expect to get new homes to replace 
those destroyed? 

The President. 1 think these programs 
will give instant—or as close to instant relief 
as we can hope for here. In fact, there’s a 
provision—I’d like to ask Larry and John to 
take a couple of questions, after I bail out 
on this, that will address themselves in 
more specificity because I don’t have the 
exact number there. But I would like to 
help as best I can with the reconstruction. 

Q. I know you're talking about foreign 
policy, but may I ask you a drug question 
since you were talking about that today, 
though? 

The President. Yes, sir. 


War on Drugs 


Q. Given the fact that in your inaugural 
address you promised to stop the scourge of 
drugs, and given the fact that today you 
told the newspaper publishers that drugs 
was at the top of your agenda, is this going 
to be the primary test for your administra- 
tion—in its first 4 years at least—the pri- 
mary domestic test, assuming the economy 
doesn’t fall apart? Is this the big one? 

The President. 1 think it’s the big one, 
and I think it’s the test not for the adminis- 
tration but for every community in the 
country, every State, every local govern- 
ment—for the people. And somebody asked 
me, If you had to set goals, changes in the 
education system or—but where could you 
most readily hope to see results? I would 
say in the antinarcotics fight. I think it’s 
really that kind of priority. 


China-U.S. Relations and Chinese Student 
Relief Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, going back to China. 
You gave us an accounting of why General 
Scowcroft [Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs] went in December, 
but I wonder if I could ask you to go back 
to JulyP Could you give us an accounting of 
that tripP What happened? What did you 
learn? Why did you send him then? 

The President. To make clear to the Chi- 
nese leadership that the relationship is im- 
portant, but that it could not go forward 
until certain changes had taken place. And 
that, in sum, was what it was about. 

Q. Was it your initiative, or theirs? 

The President. Mine. Mine, I should say. 

Q. Back to the override vote. Does this 
suggest to you—your victory today—that if 
you can win here, you can win on anything 
with Congress? 

The President. No, because I think we 
had a very good case here. If I took a case 
up there that wasn’t any good, why, I'd 
probably get beat. But this one I think 
people were willing to listen—some that 
had been positioned opposed to it, opposed 
to my position. And I think when they 
heard the full argument, I think they decid- 
ed, Well, we should support the President 
on this one. 

Q. Could you extrapolate a little bit on 
that, Mr. President? Given that you’ve 
pointed out repeatedly that you have done 
administratively what Congress ought to do 
legislatively, why was it so important to win 
this vote? 

The President. Well, I said yesterday—I 
mean, for several reasons. One reason: I 
think there was a political ingredient in it, 
and nobody likes to get pounded on that. 
And also, I think—from a foreign policy 
standpoint—I think it’s better to do it this 
way. I think there’s a trust factor that hope- 
fully will result in changes that are satisfac- 
tory to the American people and to me—a 
trust factor in the administration. And I 
hope that I can use that, having won this 
now, to further the kinds of things that I 
think will help move China forward. 

You see, I think that the unilateral deci- 
sion by President Nixon to send Kissinger 
on a secret mission to establish contact in 
days when they were far darker in China’s 
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U.S. relations was a good decision. And I 
think the decisions I’ve made are good deci- 
sions. I can understand the controversy, and 
I can understand why there wasn’t a unani- 
mous endorsement. But I view it as a very 
good step. I will pledge right here to work 
with the Congress. I love the way the 
debate ended with both Senator Mitchell 
and Dole saluting each other for the way in 
which the matter was discussed. And I 
think that’s a good signal for the political 
fights that may lie ahead. 

Q. If I could follow up on David’s [David 
Hoffman, Washington Post] question: You 
said that Mr. Scowcroft’s trip in July—the 
Chinese were told certain things had to 
happen for the relationship to go forward. 
Can you elaborate on those things and tell 
us if they’ve happened? 

The President. No, because I think that 
we’ve seen China take certain steps. In di- 
plomacy, I don’t think you make progress 
by throwing down a list of things, telling 
somebody else how to behave. I do think 
you adhere to your own principles, and I 
think sometimes you have to undertake the 
kind of diplomacy that I engaged in here to 
reiterate principles and to explain the se- 
verity of problems to people. But if you do 
it publicly all the time and you do it so 
you're painting somebody into a corner, I 
don’t think you get results. And that’s why I 
did what I’ve done. 

Q. Is the status of Mr. Fang [Chinese dis- 
sident] one of those things that needs to be 
resolved? And can you give us any informa- 
tion on that? 

The President. It certainly is a matter 
that I would like to see resolved. 

Q. Mr. President, on capital gains you’ve 
pointed out on several occasions that be- 
cause of parliamentary rules you’ve been 
thwarted. You’ve asked that Congress give 
the majority the right to exercise their will 
by passing capital gains. Now, in this case, 
you technically won on this veto because of 
parliamentary rules. But the vast majority 
voted against you on this. Don’t you believe 
that that is, in fact, a repudiation of your 
Chinese policy? 

The President. No, I don’t see a parallel. 
This is executive branch. You are equal 
with the legislative branch. The whole ball 
game is entitled to have the veto process. 
Part of the election is about the veto proc- 
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ess. It’s not a question of whether—but 
when you have a majority of Senators up 
there doing one thing, that’s fine, provided 
the President agrees with it. But that’s what 
I’m saying. 

Q. But I’m talking specifically about what 
Congress did over the last couple of days. 

The President. Surprised you, didn’t it? 

Q. The majority of Congressmen in both 
the House and the Senate voted against you 
on this issue. Do you believe that that’s a 
repudiation by Congress of your Chinese 
policy? 

The President. No. They’re entitled to do 
their thing, and the executive’s entitled to 
do its own thing. And it worked, and we’re 
going to stay right on track. And I think the 
process worked very well. I don’t view it as 
a repudiation at all. 

Q. Mr. President, I understand that 
Transportation Secretary Skinner was 
among those making calls on this vote. 

The President. 1 hope so. 

Q. Well, that suggests a little pork-barrel 
persuasion as well. Was there something 
more than just the pure—— 

The President. Highways in China? What 
are you talking about? 

Q. Well, I mean, was it just the pure 
merits of the case that won the day, or was 
it win one for the—— 

The President. 1 think there were some 
politics in it. I think there was politics in it. 

Q. Both sides? 

Q. On both sides? 

The President. Yes, both sides. 

Q. That you used? 

The President. Yes, because some of them 
said, Look, let’s stand with the President. 
Some that may have had a slight difference 
of emphasis on our side—and clearly there 
was plenty on the other side when you 
don’t see one single vote come across the 
aisle—not one, not one. 

Q. Did you make specific promises to 
anyone on help on any other issue? 

The President. No. 

Q. Did you play hardball? 

The President. Softball—great, big, fat 
one coming over the plate. Excuse me. 

Q. You spoke of a trust factor. I wonder if 
I can apply that to the American people, 
sir. What can you say to convince the 
people that the missions to China weren’t 
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secret simply to avoid the overwhelming 
public opposition to them? 

The President. 1 say 1 think what I’m 
doing is correct, and I say I think I was 
elected to do in foreign policy what I think 
was correct. And you have the checks and 
balances of the Congress. They had a shot 
to say that it wasn’t correct in this instance. 
And so, I say that I feel encouraged that the 
process worked out this way, and I point 
back to the original relationship with China. 
And I don’t believe you would have ever 
had it if there hadn’t been some secret di- 
plomacy. 

Q. If I could ask the question again, 
sir 

The President. You might. You'll get the 
same answer if you ask the same question. 

Q. Were the missions not kept secret to 
avoid the overwhelming public opposition 
to them? 

The President. No. The missions were 
kept secret because I believe this is the best 
way in dealing with China to effect 
change—positive change. 

Q. Mr. President, as you’re aware, China 
issued an angry statement overnight over 


the House action yesterday, referring to 
their vote as interference in China’s affairs. 
You warned yesterday about China’s action 
if your veto was not sustained. What I don’t 


understand is why China would—since 
you’ve promised to do the same things ad- 
ministratively that the Pelosi bill would 
have done—why China would regard that 
as interference, but you doing it they 
wouldn’tP 

The President. 1 think they would see it 
as a further public slap at a time when they 
feel some steps have been taken that are 
positive. And I think that is probably 
what-—but let there be no mistake about it, 
I’m sure they’re not very happy with my 
Executive order. I mean, they’re entitled to 
their view, and we’re entitled to ours. And I 
have a mandate to protect these students, 
and China, as you know, has a very differ- 
ent view on it. But I think that’s the only 
thing I can think of. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Let me ask on a different topic: on the 
Middle East. You’ve had 3 press confer- 
ences in 2 days now, and there’s been no 
questions at all about the Middle East. Is 


this a signal that your administration and 
that the American public as a whole is dis- 
gusted with the slow pace of events toward 
the peace process? 

The President. No, because I don’t write 
the questions for the press conference. I 
mean, I can’t help it if I had no questions. 
But I don’t think anything in the status quo 
should be interpreted as a lack of interest in 
trying to be helpful on the talks going, if 
that’s what you mean. In fact, there is dis- 
cussion going on. We had discussions with 
our most recent visitor, President Salih. I’ve 
just concluded a meeting with Senator 
Specter, who is just back from Syria and 
from Iraq, and there’s a lot going on. I wish 
I could tell you I felt that there was demon- 
strable progress. But no, please don’t 
assume because I have addressed myself in 
the statements to the China question and 
the question of Panama or the question of 
our domestic agenda that we have lost in- 
terest in trying to be a catalyst in the 
Middle East. 

Q. Do you think one side is being more 
recalcitrant than the other? 

The President. 1 don’t think it would be 
helpful to quantify recalcitrance. I think 
what we ought to do is what [Secretary of 
State] Jim Baker is trying to do right now, 
and that is to facilitate the talks, to get 
them started. 


China-U.S. Relations and Chinese Student 
Relief Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, with this victory in the 
Senate, do you anticipate sending General 
Scowcroft or perhaps some other envoy 
back to China to talk again, perhaps in 
open this time? 

The President. ’'m not sure Scowcroft 
and Eagleburger want any more grief like 
this. [Laughter] There are no plans to do— 
let me be very clear, again. And I’m not 
dodging your question. One, there are no 
plans for anything of that nature. Secondly, 
this was my idea, for good or for bad. And 
these are seasoned diplomats and seasoned 
people in national security, and we talk 
about these matters. And when the Presi- 
dent makes a decision, why, they do what I 
suggest here. And so, I don’t want to be 
doing anything other than expressing total 
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confidence in them and in their mission, 
and I know it’s been controversial. 

But I’m not somebody that’s always look- 
ing for a way to do something in secret. 
When I see, though—back to the question I 
was asked—that in my judgment a quiet 
conversation might lead to progress, I hope 
I will continue to feel I have the flexibility 
to pursue such conversation. 

Q. Mr. President, when you sent your 
memorandum of disapproval on the China 
students bill, you characterized it as a 
pocket veto and said that the constitutional 
provision precluded it becoming law. Yet 
we haven’t heard you object to the fact that 
the Congress took the vote to override. 
Have you changed your mind on that? 

The President. 1 need a lawyer on that 
one. I don’t—— 

Q. I'd certainly like to follow it up some- 
how. 

The President. 1 think you should get 

General Scowcroft. You need a lawyer. 

The President. | really do. [Laughter] It’s 
technical, and I can’t-—— 

Q. Some people said that by sending the 
message back, you undid your pocket veto 
and actually gave them a veto to override. 
But I don’t think the White House accepts 
that, and I'd certainly like to get an answer 
to it. 

The President. Yes, let me get you an 
answer, because we’re not seeking to do 
some clever parliamentary maneuver to 
have people have to vote on this question 
when I would rather have seen the matter 
lie dormant. 

Q. You indicated in the beginning of your 
statement that you feel you do have a man- 
date now on this China policy. A lot of 
people have criticized it as a secret policy. 
You also indicated that perhaps you might 
do more to keep Congress informed. Why 
not keep them informed of these secret 
missions, and what do you plan to do in 
terms of keeping them informed? 

The President. Well, | think we do. We 
bend over backwards to keep people in- 
formed in the Congress. And I think once 
in a while there is something that is done 
quietly, and then when it is proper, why, 
we'll give a thorough and full briefing. And 
I think in this one, when this matter was 
disclosed by us, we immediately briefed 
Congress on what it was we had intended 
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to do, why we did it. And so, I don’t think 
there’s any real lack of consultation. In fact, 
I pride myself on the fact that we have had 
outstanding consultation. And I’ve had 
these leaders down here over and over 
again—bipartisan—and I’m going to contin- 
ue to do that. 

Q. The July trip, Mr. President, it was 6 
months before Congress found out about it. 

The President. That’s right. 

Q. Why not inform the people? 

The President. Because we were working 
on some initiatives, and in my judgment, it 
was better that it be quiet. And I’ve cited 
some examples in history, particularly the 
China trip, the opening to China that I 
think was best served by the way it was 
done. 

Q. Mr. President, as you analyze the out- 
come today and the vote itself, how much 
of it was a vote on the Chinese student 
issue, and how much of it do you perceive 
to be a vote on your overall approach to 
China? 

The President. Or on the political side—I 
don’t know. I don’t know how you measure 
it. But I do think this: As I had an opportu- 
nity to discuss it with individuals, and as our 
team did, I think there was much more 
understanding of the merits than had been 
granted originally. And I think we'd all 
agree—everybody here—that a couple of 
weeks ago it just was kind of written off and 
getting pounded on the merits as well as on 
the politics. So, the consultations and the 
discussions to try to get support for this, I 
think, have increased understanding even 
by those that didn’t vote for me. 

At least I think they understand that 
there were some merits to what I was 
trying to do. They may have disagreed with 
it. Some may have agreed with what is the 
thrust of some of these questions, on the 
secrecy question. Some may have felt that 
legislation is better than the executive 
branch authority doing it. But I think I was 
given the benefit of the doubt by some in 
terms of knowledge of the importance of a 
relationship with China. I think I’ve hope- 
fully dissuaded some in terms of some of 
the propaganda on the other side: that I 
didn’t care about human rights. 

So, it was an interesting development 
here: taking a project that many had con- 
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sidered extraordinarily difficult and then 
seeing it resolve itself in this way. But 
there’s no intention on my part to crow 
about it. I mean, it was a very close vote, 
and it worked out better than many had 
felt it would. And now we've got to go for- 
ward. Tomorrow it’s something else. I’m 
not going to live there on this thing forever. 

Q. If I may follow: Was there not a broad- 
er issue in regard to the China policy here 
than just the situation with the students? 

The President. ’'m not sure—— 

Q. Was this not a congressional mandate 
or a Senate mandate on the way you’ve 
handled the overall China policy more than 
just the student issue? 

The President. Some of it was. Some of it 
was political. We’d already accomplished by 
Executive order what the Pelosi bill was 
going to do, so some of it was a feeling that 
maybe it. would be better to lock it in on 
legislation. Some of it was they wanted to 
make a statement. There’s a lot of reasons. 
You have to just ask those who voted as 
they did. 

Q. Mr. President, a lot of the emotion 
over your China policy had to do with the 
famous Scowcroft toast on videotape. It an- 
gered a lot of people to see him toasting 
people responsible for the Tiananmen 
Square massacre. Will you say that at least 
that part of it was a mistake, that if—— 

The President. No, because when you go 
to China, that is—I don’t know of anybody 
that’s been there that doesn’t engage in 
that activity. And if you read the full con- 
text of what was said, I think it was a very 
unfair shot. But I agree with you: some 
people used that as something that was out- 
rageous. But they ought to go over to China 
and just understand how it works. 

Q. If people had only known that he 
went over there and that he had talks, do 
you think the public reaction would have 
been different than it was when they saw 
him toasting on television? 

The President. No, 1 think the people that 
are outraged by it and expressed them- 
selves were concerned about my whole ap- 
proach to it, I think. But I can say that I 
think that it may have affected one or two. 
I don’t really know the answer to that one. 


Panama 


Q. Back to Panama, sir. The election last 
May was the one that never really resulted 
in a full count because of General Noriega, 
yet that’s the same election on which the 
Endara government is basing its legitimacy. 
Is is time, sir, for another election in 
Panama? 

The President. Well, 1 think, fortunately, 
the Endara government has been endorsed 
by the Electoral Commission. They were 
kind of diverted from their normal course 
of business by Mr. Noriega a while back. 
But I think that’s a matter for the Panama- 
nians to decide. I think it would be a little 
bit outrageous for us to come charging in 
and tell them when they ought to have an 
election. 


Q. But what is your opinion on it? 


The President. Well, I'm not going to 
have an opinion. I want this to be the Pana- 
manian system. The emphasis from now on 
ought to be Panama’s democracy, Panama 
determination, let Panama figure out—and 
then we'll try to help, or if they ask for 
criticism or suggestions, fine. But I don’t 
want to be appearing that we are trying to 
run the new democracy in Panama from up 
here. That would be the worst thing we 
could do. 


El Salvador 


Q. On another topic, several key Demo- 
cratic Senators say they don’t believe Presi- 
dent Cristiani has control of the military 
any longer. What is your response to that? 
They are also drafting legislation which 
would kill future military aid. Do you think 
you will be as successful in defeating that 
package as you were today? 


The President. | hope so because Cristiani 
is trying hard. And I think there is some 
evidence that he doesn’t control all his mili- 
tary. The very fact he’s trying to bring 
some to justice who at least have been ac- 
cused of wrong-doing demonstrates that. 
But the man was elected—certifiably free 
elections. He is trying very hard. He has 
taken some extraordinarily courageous and 
tough steps, and he has my full support. 
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Latin American Response to U.S. Military 
Action in Panama 


Q. My question is about Mexico and Ven- 
ezuela and other countries in South Amer- 
ica that have been offended by the invasion 
in Panama. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. I wonder if you have spoken with 
their leaders and used some of your person- 
al diplomacy to convince them that you 
didn’t intend any—and won’t be invading 
any other countries anytime soon. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. Well, I haven’t given them 
my invasion list, but I have—{laughter|—no, 
but seriously, it’s a very important question 
diplomatically; it’s a good question. First 
place, as of today, because of what’s hap- 
pened since the fighting began, things are 
better. Some of it may be just that time 
heals. Secondly, I think that they have been 
informed—some by me, mail, phone calls 
when these actions took place, and our 
State Department and our _ representa- 
tives—as to what our intention was, what 
the cause was, what we’re doing. They’ve 
seen a lot of forces come out now, which I 
think is helpful. There’s a history. And any- 
time you undertake an engagement like I 
authorized, you’ve got to assess what the 
down side is because of the history. 

But, Jessica [Jessica Lee, USA Today], I 
am pleased with where we are now. And I 
have not engaged in the last week or so in a 
lot of diplomatic activity with my friends, 
but I’ve sent enough communications that I 
think they know what my heartbeat is on 
this. And I hope now, when they saw what 
happened with the Panamanian people, 
that that made a profound impression on 
them. And they’ve seen Endara go forward, 
and they’ve seen the stamp of approval 
given to his democracy. And they see that 
now, as of today, that we’re determined to 
help not just with rhetoric but with a means 
of recovery. So, things are better. And I 
think, given the action that I authorized, in 
pretty good shape. I’m not suggesting I 
have no diplomacy ahead. 


Chinese Student Relief Legislation 


Q. Mr. President, it was a surprise victory 
to start the year. Will this transfer to other 
issues, and is this what someone once called 
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“big Mo,” momentum, starting off 1990? 
[Laughter] 

The President. Listen, I learned a lesson 
not to talk about that. And I learned it the 
hard way—took it right on the chin. And 
I’m coming in here in the spirit of coopera- 
tion, and excuse me if the adrenaline flew 
on one or two of the questions because 
things didn’t look too bright a little while 
back. But, no, this is too serious a business, 
especially as it relates to this China policy. 
And so, I’m not in a mode of talking about 
momentum or something of that nature. 

I do think because of the way it worked 
out it’s going to be helpful in reaching ac- 
commodation in the Senate and in the 
House on certain of our objectives. By that 
I mean I offer out that hand of cooperation, 
but it is a two-way street. I simply cannot 
accept legislation that is opposed to princi- 
ples I believe in. 

So, I don’t know where it will fall out, but 
there is—and I promise you, I don’t come 
in here with some sense of gloating or any- 
thing of that nature at all. It was too tough 
a vote for a lot of my friends on both sides 
of the aisle. 

Ellen [Ellen Warren, 
Newspapers], last one. 


Knight Ridder 


U.S. Assistance for Panama 


Q. Mr. President, in announcing $1 bil- 
lion for Panama—that’s an awful lot of 
money. So, what countries are going to get 
less money as a result of our generosity to 
Panama? 

The President. Well, there will be offsets; 
and we will at the appropriate time, which 
is fairly soon, tell the Congress where we 
think those offsets should come from. But 
let me reiterate my philosophical approval 
for the Bob Dole position, which is to give 
the President more flexibility on this con- 
cept of earmarking [foreign aid]. 

I’ve boycotted the back benches, so we’re 
going to end with this one right here. 
Racism 

Q. Mr. President, do you agree with the 
NAACP [National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People] and other 
organizations that there is a rising tide of 
racism in this country? 

The President. 1 had a long talk with 
some of the executives of the NAACP the 





Administration of George Bush, 1990 / Jan. 25 


other day, and they expressed to me their 
concerns. And I share their concerns. But I 
like to think that there isn’t a rising tide. I 
think that there are some very ugly inci- 
dents, and if I can use this platform, the 
White House, to speak out against that big- 
otry and against that ugliness, perhaps it 
will help. But I will tell you that several of 
those leaders felt that there was a growing 
pattern of racism, and as your question said, 
a rising tide. I don’t know that I agree with 
it, but I do agree there is some very ugly 
incidents lately, and we all ought to do 
what we can to make clear that is not the 
American way. 

Thank you, I really do have to go. Thank 
you. You guys have been stiffed, but I’ll get 
you next time, I promise. 


Note: The President’s 34th news conference 
began at 3:24 p.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Statement on Economic Assistance to 
Panama 


January 25, 1990 


In early January, I sent Deputy Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger and Deputy 
Secretary of the Treasury John Robson to 
Panama to discuss with President Endara, 
Vice Presidents Ford and Arias Calderon, 
and their advisers ways the United States 
could help in Panama’s economic recon- 
struction. They returned enormously im- 
pressed with the commitment of President 
Endara and his economic team to reform 
Panama’s economy and get it moving again. 
I share their enthusiasm. Yet the economic 
challenges Panama faces are great and will 
require the help of its many friends around 
the world. 

To assist Panama, I have approved a far- 
reaching economic recovery plan, valued at 
about $1 billion. The plan has two main 
parts: 

¢ loans, guarantees, and export opportu- 

nities valued at over $500 million to 
strengthen Panama’s private sector and 
to help create jobs, including $42 mil- 
lion in <humanitarian assistance for 
housing those displaced from the Chor- 


illo area, for emergency public works, 
and to help businesses affected by the 
looting; 

a $500 million assistance package for 
balance of payments support, public in- 
vestment and restructuring, and to 
assist Panama to normalize its relations 
with the international financial institu- 
tions. 

The Vice President will personally review 
the details of this. plan with President 
Endara during his visit to Panama. 

Through these and other programs I am 
announcing today, the United States has 
made good on its word to assist the Govern- 
ment of Panama and the Panamanian 
people in their efforts to restore the health 
of Panama’s economy. Private sector initia- 
tives, supported by the Government’s eco- 
nomic reform policies, will be the key to 
Panama’s recovery, enabling the entrepre- 
neurial talents of the Panamanian people to 
flourish. We will continue to work with the 
people of Panama to build a prosperous, 
democratic nation. 


White House Fact Sheet on the 
Partnership With Panama: Action Plan 
To Foster Economic Recovery 


January 25, 1990 


The President today announced the fol- 
lowing action plan to foster economic re- 
covery in Panama: 


I. Humanitarian Assistance 


The Agency for International Develop- 
ment (AID) will initiate a $42 million hu- 
manitarian assistance program for Panama, 
covering: 

e replacement housing for the former 

residents of the Chorillo area; 

* an emergency public works program, 
principally for Panama City and Colon, 
but also including rural areas; 
small business rehabilitation to assist 
those businesses affected by the loot- 
ing; and 

¢ technical assistance to Government of 
Panama (GOP) agencies. 

The Departments of the Treasury and 

Defense will develop ways to assist U.S. 
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firms wishing to donate products to Pana- 
manian businesses. 


II. Loans, Guarantees, and Export Opportu- 
nities to Strengthen Panama’s Private Sector 
and to Create Jobs 

The Export-Import Bank (Exim) will pro- 
vide up to $400 million in short-term and 
medium-term guarantees, through Exim 
and its affiliate, the Foreign Credit Insur- 
ance Association, to finance sales of Ameri- 
can products. 

AID will use $15 million in Trade Credit 
Insurance Program funds authority to sup- 
port additional Exim lending to private 
sector borrowers. 

The Overseas Private Insurance Corpora- 
tion (OPIC) will reopen its insurance and 
finance programs to support American pri- 
vate investment in Panama. This program is 
valued at $50 million. 

The Department of Agriculture will initi- 
ate a $15 million P.L. 480 title 1 program 
and a $15 million Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration program for Panama. 

The United States Trade Representative 
will: 

* restore Panama’s suspended 1990 sugar 
quota and, consistent with U.S. policy, 
compensate Panama for its foregone 
1989 quota. This is estimated to be 
worth a total of $28 million; 
initiate an educational program to 
ensure Panama makes full use of trade 
benefits under the CBI and GSP pro- 
grams; and 

* remove the quota on cotton pants. 

The Department of Transportation will 
arrange for the Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration to negotiate a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the GOP on the provision 
of technical assistance in order to ease air 
travel to and from Panama. 

The Department of State will, if the GOP 
so wishes, arrange that the already-negotiat- 
ed bilateral investment treaty be resubmit- 
ted to Congress. 

The Department of the Treasury will: 

¢ discuss with the GOP the conclusion of 
a Tax Information Exchange Agree- 
ment (TIEA), thus permitting U.S. 
firms, under established tax guidelines, 
to deduct expenses of conventions held 
in Panama. A TIEA would also make 
Panama eligible for section 936 funds; 


¢ working with other interested agencies 
and organizations, offer technical assist- 
ance to the Panamanian banking 
sector; and 
initiate discussions with the GOP with 
the view toward concluding an agree- 
ment pursuant to section 4702 of the 
Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988 for the 
exchange of large currency transaction 
information. 

The Department of Commerce will lead 
a business development mission to Panama 
and undertake other efforts to stimulate 
trade and investment with Panama. 

The Department of Defense will: 

* resume promptly preferential buying 
of Panamanian goods and services by 
U.S. military authorities in Panama, the 
Panama Canal Commission, and _ all 
other U.S. entities, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Panama Canal 
Treaty of 1977; and 
authorize the return of U.S. military 
dependents to Panama when the mili- 
tary situation permits. 

In addition, Panamanian flag vessels will 

continue to have full access to U.S. ports. 


III. Promoting Sustained Economic 
Recovery 


Significant but temporary external eco- 
nomic assistance will be required to assure 
that Panama’s economy returns to a sus- 
tained growth pattern. This undertaking 
will be a partnership involving the United 
States, Panama, other donor countries, and 
international financial institutions (IFT’s). 

The administration will seek an additional 
$500 million in FY ’90 for U.S. assistance to 
Panama. This amount shall be offset from 
other programs. The $500 million would be 
used to help Panama normalize relations 
with the IFI’s, for balance of payments sup- 
port and business credit, for a public invest- 
ment program, for public-sector restructur- 
ing, and for development support. 

The Administration will also: 

¢ work to establish a support group of 

friendly donor countries to help clear 
Panama’s arrears to the IFT’s; 

seek an early and generous reschedul- 
ing of Panama’s debt to foreign gov- 
ernments under the auspices of the 
Paris Club; and 
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¢ take steps to assist the conclusion of a 
satisfactory financing package for Pana- 
ma’s commercial bank debt that ad- 
dresses the amount of debt and the 
level of debt service payments in the 
context of the strengthened debt strat- 
egy. 


Nomination of John R. Dunne To Be 
an Assistant Attorney General 


January 25, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John R. Dunne to be an 
Assistant Attorney General for the Civil 
Rights Division at the Department of Jus- 
tice. He would succeed William Bradford 
Reynolds. 

Currently State Senator Dunne serves as 
a partner with the law firm of Rivkin, 
Radler, Dunne and Bayh in Uniondale, NY. 
Prior to this he served as a New York State 
senator from District 6, 1966-1989. Senator 
Dunne served as chairman of the senate 
judiciary committee and was ranking major- 
ity member on the senate insurance com- 
mittee, the rules committee, and the com- 
mittees on environmental conservation, 
housing and community development, and 
social services. In addition he served as 
deputy majority leader, 1987-1988, and 
chairman of the senate environmental con- 
servation committee, 1982-1984. 

Senator Dunne graduated from George- 
town University (A.B., 1951) and Yale Law 
School (LL.B., 1954). He was born January 
28, 1930, in Baldwin, NY. Senator Dunne is 
married, has four children, and resides in 
Garden City, NY. 


Remarks to the United States 
Conference of Mayors 


January 26, 1990 


Thank you very much for that welcome. 
Mayor Whitmire, Secretary Skinner, Direc- 
tor Cochran, Mayor Isaac, Mayor Ray 
Flynn, and other distinguished mayors, and 
ladies and gentlemen, thanks for the recep- 


tion and for the pleasure of being here. The 
mayors group is known as a pretty tough 
group. And maybe that’s why in 10 years no 
President has been here. [Laughter] But all 
I ask is that the warmth be the same when 
I leave as when I arrived here. [Laughter] 

Look, in particular, let me thank Kathy 
Whitmire—reelected over and over again in 
our hometown—thank her for that warm 
introduction. Kathy is my hometown 
mayor, and so I welcome the chance to ask 
her respectfully about one of the most 
pressing problems facing the city we love: 
room service in my hotel suite there in 
Houston—{/aughter|—which is my legal res- 
idence, as you all know. Actually, in the 
South we do it differently: you don’t run 
with a Republican or Democratic label. But 
I’ve suspected that possibly, even though 
we're in opposing political parties, Kathy 
and I have always gotten along. For in- 
stance, she’s never held it against me that a 
member of my family owns the other base- 
ball team in Texas. [Laughter] And for my 
part, I’ve tried to return her kindness. So, I 
picked up the phone when she called a 
couple weeks ago. She asked me to declare 
a disaster area, and I told her I did not 
think that the Houston Oilers were that 
bad. [Laughter] 

But, Kathy, to you and all of your col- 
leagues; your successor, Ray; others here; 
and all of you, it is an honor to address this 
58th annual U.S. Conference of Mayors, 
your winter meeting, and to talk to you 
about the ways that you and I, the White 
House and the mayors, can do a better job 
of building a better America. 

Nineteen months ago, I sent you a letter 
expressing my thoughts on urban policy, 
and wrote, “As we prepare to enter the 
1990’s, it is clear that America needs a new 
working relationship between the Federal 
Government and the cities.” I meant it 
then and I mean it now. And we do need to 
forge a new relationship, a relationship—a 
partnership—which realizes that as mayors 
you are on the front line in the war against 
urban problems, a partnership which can 
achieve the promise of America. 

That promise depends, first, on maintain- 
ing our economic resources, just as we have 
during the longest peacetime boom in 
American history. Next week Ill be doing 
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what you've had to do: next week I'll re- 
lease the budget for fiscal year 1991 that 
hopefully builds on this prosperity. Togeth- 
er we can create opportunity for all. 

The promise of America also depends on 
safeguarding our natural resources. Just as 
mayors are doing through programs like 
Chicago’s “Plastics on Parks” or in Virginia 
Beach, generating electricity from that 
city’s landfill, you’re doing your part; and 
we intend to do ours by strengthening the 
Clean Air Act, preserving our wetlands, im- 
proving America’s parks, and other domes- 
tic and _ international initiatives. And 
Wednesday, I announced my support for 
the Glenn-Roth legislation to elevate the 
EPA [Environmental Protection Agency] to 
Cabinet status. Together, we must protect 
our environment for decades to come. 

Then there are human resources. Today 
an estimated 15 million families are headed 
by working parents or single mothers. But 
when it comes to child care, Washington 
doesn’t automatically know best. I am resist- 
ing mandated Federal programs. So, I urge 
the Congress to pass my child-care legisla- 
tion. Let’s put the choice in the hands of 
the low-income parents. 

Each of these initiatives will nurture the 
promise of America. Yet urban problems 
won't fade until we meet the challenges 
that I discussed in that letter in 1988, the 
challenges that you face every single day: 
drugs and crime, education, housing, and 
the plight of our homeless. Can we meet 
them? I believe that we can because I be- 
lieve in America, nothing is impossible. Per- 
haps an ex-baseball player put it best. 
“When I was a little boy,” Craig Nettles 
said, “I wanted to be a big-league player 
and join the circus. With the Yankees, I’ve 
accomplished both.” [Laughter] 

I do believe that as partners we, too, can 
accomplish what some might deem impossi- 
ble. So, let us assault the drugs and crime 
that form the first of our challenges. Rescu- 
ing our kids from crack and cocaine will not 
be easy, but it can be done. 

As proof, consider that in 1985, 23 million 
Americans used illegal drugs on a current 
basis—at least once in 30 days. But last year 
that number fell by more than a third. That 
means almost 9 million fewer Americans 
are casual drug users. Good news. It’s up to 
us to make it better. 
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And that’s why yesterday I released the 
1990 Drug Control National Strategy, Phase 
II of the Comprehensive Drug Policy that 
we unveiled last September. Wc’re asking 
Congress to spend over $10.5 billion in 
fiscal "91 for education, treatment, interdic- 
tion, and enforcement. That is a 4l-percent 
increase in outlays over the current year, 
and it means a 69-percent increase in drug- 
related spending overall since our adminis- 
tration took office. 

I ask you to support our strategy to take 
back the streets from crime and drugs. We 
need—we really do, I believe—need man- 
datory time for firearms offenses—no deals 
when criminals use a gun—and, as Phase II 
proposes, an expansion of the death penalty 
for drug-related crimes. In that context, I 
ask you to urge your State legislatures to 
approve the same penalty for the killing of 
local law enforcement officers. Let’s work 
together to stop the hooligans and the 
thugs. 

Phase II aims to help the teenager tor- 
mented by crack or the pregnant mother 
whose drug use imperils her child. Yet 
drugs are not only a Federal problem. So, 
you, too, have responded. Macon, Georgia, 
started the “Macon-Bibb war on drugs.” In 
Houston, local officials and residents of an 
area in our city called Acres Homes Project 
have teamed to pursue “drug free tomor- 
rows.” I visited out there last month with 
Kathy, and the courage of that community 
is absolutely inspiring. Same _ inspiration 
from what’s happening in downtown Kansas 
City and so many other cities all across this 
country. 

And so, now let’s join hands to inspire the 
millions of Americans who want to help 
America get clean and stay clean. Accord- 
ing to the Gordon Black Poll—it was re- 
leased just yesterday—10 percent of all fam- 
ilies are already involved in volunteer anti- 
drug programs. But what’s really startling is 
that an unbelievable 60 percent of Ameri- 
cans would volunteer 5 hours each week to 
stop the sale and use of drugs. And the 
same percentage would donate from $20 to 
$100 to their community to stern drug use. 
Now, why haven’t they? Maybe it’s my 
fault; maybe it’s yours; maybe it’s the pri- 
vate sectors. But they simply have not been 
asked. 
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One American who was asked and who 
got invoived is a man that many of you 
know, his name is well-known: Jim Burke, 
former head of Johnson & Johnson. Let me 
tell you about him. Yes, he was the chief 
executive and the former chairman of John- 
son & Johnson, but he decided on his own 
to do something about drug use. He decid- 
ed to unsell drugs through the Media Part- 
nership for a Drug-Free America. And his 
partnership already made dramatic strides, 
but it aims to raise $1 million a day in 
advertising time and space every day for 
the next 3 years to discourage drug use. 
That is an amazing goal—$1 billion. But I 
am absolutely convinced he’s going to make 
it. And it’s a great example of what can be 
accomplished when an individual is asked 
to help. 

So, get out your pocket calculators. The 
Gordon Black Poll figures mean that Ameri- 
cans are willing to donate more than 500 
million hours per week and §5 billion, na- 
tionally. They want to serve, they want to 
give, but they have to be asked before they 
can do either. A promise: I will use the 
bully pulpit to ask them to do both, and I 
urge you to do the same thing. Together— 
and that isn’t just Federal Government 
spending and municipal spending. I am 
talking proudly of the Thousand Points of 
Light. We need to get more involved. To- 
gether let’s defeat Public Enemy Number 
One. 

Ending the scourge of drugs will not only 
save lives. It will also help meet that second 
challenge that I talked about: the education 
of our kids. You know how central educa- 
tion is to urban America. Bright minds can 
find solutions to your Rubik’s Cube of prob- 
lems. Remember, nothing is impossible. Yet 
look at today’s box score of so-called higher 
learning: a dropout rate that is totally unac- 
ceptable, erratic standards, unsafe schools 
wracked by drug use and trafficking, kids 
ill-equipped to read or write. And so, let’s 
be honest: Our educational system is not 
making the grade. 

To go from fail to pass will require school 
boards, teachers, and parents to work to- 
gether with all levels of government. So, I 
applaud the mayors who have started pro- 
grams like Step Up in Kenner, Louisiana, 
providing learning incentives for students, 
or the program in Colorado Springs which 


helps dropouts and at-risk kids finish high 
school; mayors who head the more than 350 
cities which enriched America on your Na- 
tional Education Day. 

So far, so good. And yet still so much to 
do. For while education is mostly a local 
and State responsibility, the Federal Gov- 
ernment must help. That’s why I call on the 
Congress to pass our Educational Excel- 
lence Act, legislation which seeks, first, to 
encourage excellence; second, to see that 
Federal dollars serve those most in need; 
and third, to demand educational account- 
ability; and fourth, to support flexibility and 
choice. 

For instance, we want to create a $500 
million program, when fully funded, to 
reward schools that improve the most. Then 
there’s our new Magnet Schools of Excel- 
lence program; our plan to reward schools 
which create a drug-free environment and 
reduce the dropout rate; and a National Sci- 
ence Scholars initiative in science, math, 
and engineering. And recently, I was very 
pleased to sign into law legislation to help 
urban schools hit hardest by drug use. 

These initiatives can and will make Amer- 
ica competitive in the international market- 
place of ideas. But the promise of America 
also depends on meeting the third and 
fourth challenges that I mentioned earlier: 
making housing affordable and accessible, 
and providing help for the homeless. 

Basic shelter—affordable housing—should 
be every American’s reality, not merely a 
dream. So, 2 months ago, I announced an 
initiative to make the Federal Government 
a more effective urban partner. Its name: 
HOPE, Home Ownership and Opportunity 
for People Everywhere, a new comprehen- 
sive housing and urban development 
agenda. HOPE will help first-time home- 
buyers by allowing them to draw without 
penalty on IRA savings as a downpayment 
for that first home. It will also help tenants 
become homeowners, as public housing 
sites have done in St. Louis, Washington, 
east Los Angeles, and other places as well, 
each with tenants in control. For other low- 
income families, we want housing vouchers 
that increase housing options. And toward 
that end, I have asked Secretary [of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development] Kemp to con- 
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vene a commission to identify barriers to 
affordable housing. 

Yet for many, the problem of housing is 
availability, not just affordability. So, we 
want Congress to renew the tax credit to 
aid the construction and rehabilitation of 
low-income housing. But we must also 
create incentives for growth in those areas 
of need. For growth means jobs, and jobs 
mean homes. So, we’ve urged Congress to 
help the dream along by passing our enter- 
prise zone legislation, proposing at least 50 
urban enterprise zones over the next 4 
years to fuel the engine of job creation. 
There’s more. We want to cut the capital 
gains tax for the Nation. And for enterprise 
zones, we've got to abolish the tax altogeth- 
er to spur investment, jobs, and enterprise 
that can turn dark corners of despair into 
neighborhoods lit by opportunity and hope. 

Finally, let us provide hope for those 
whose roof is the sky above, whose floor is 
the street below. We see them every- 
where—next door on 15th Street, in our 
suburbs, and in our small towns. I’m talking, 
of course, about the homeless. 

The homeless need emergency shelter, 
food, and medical care. To reduce home- 
lessness, 2 months ago I signed a bill that 
increases funding under the McKinney 
Act—Democrat, Republicans supporting it 
overwhelmingly in the Congress. And we 
want to find new ways to put part of our 
FHA foreclosures into the hands of nonprof- 
it groups and to coordinate basic needs like 
shelter with other social services. 

It won’t be easy; we know that. But we 
also know the real answer to the homeless 
is shelter plus care. And we know that to 
help the homeless, like improving educa- 
tion or stopping drugs, will require a com- 
bined Federal, State, and local effort. Only 
then can we unleash the resources of the 
private and public sectors, showing, as a 
writer said, how “America is a willingness 
of the heart.” 

I believe there is a willingness of the 
heart in this room. I know there’s a discus- 
sion, a lively discussion, over resources, over 
direct grants—subjects that the mayors and 
the Governors and the Presidents in days 
gone by have fought about for a long, long 
time. But the main thing is there is this 
willingness of the heart among Democrats 
and Republicans, the White House and the 
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mayors, a willingness to put aside partisan 
concerns. And so, I came over here today to 
say let us sit down together and do what 
needs to be done to achieve the promise of 
America and, thereby, make the impossible 
possible. 

Thank you for this occasion. Thank you 
all very much, and God bless you. God bless 
your important work in the community. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the 
Presidential Ballroom at the Capitol Hilton 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to Secretary of Transportation Samuel K. 
Skinner; Thomas Cochran, executive direc- 
tor of the U.S. Conference of Mayors; Mayor 
Robert Isaac of Colorado Springs, CO; and 
Mayor Raymond Flynn of Boston, MA. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President-Elect Fernando Collor de 
Mello of Brazil 


January 26, 1990 


President Bush met with Brazilian Presi- 
dent-elect Fernando Collor de Mello for ap- 
proximately an hour this morning. The two 
leaders exchanged views on a wide range of 
bilateral and regional issues, including 
trade, investment, debt, and the environ- 
ment. The President expressed strong sup- 
port for President-elect Collor’s plans to 
reform and revitalize Brazil’s economy and 
stated that the United States would work 
closely with Brazil toward this goal. 

President Bush told President-elect Collor 
that he recognized Brazil’s important role 
in hemispheric affairs and expressed the 
desire to maintain close contacts with him 
on regional matters in the future. 

In the discussion of environmental issues 
in Brazil, President Bush reviewed our own 
efforts to address environmental problems 
in the United States and expressed a desire 
to work with Brazil and other countries so 
that a proper balance can be worked out 
between development and environmental 
concerns, with full respect for every na- 
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tion’s sovereignty and with the need to base 
deliberations on the best scientific data 
available. 


Remarks to Special-Needs Adopted 
Children and Their Parents 


January 26, 1990 


Richard Middleton. Good evening, boys 
and girls, and mothers and fathers. My 
name is Richard Middleton: I’m 11 years 
old. I adopted my father—{laughter|—at 
least a year ago. I love my father. And I’m 
very glad that the President and Mrs. Bush 
are helping more children like me to find 
parents to love. That’s why it’s such a great 
honor for me to introduce to you, boys and 
girls, moms and dads, the President of the 
United States. 

The President. Richard, good job. Well, 
good afternoon. And thank you, Richard, a 
wonderful introduction. You only had to use 
your cards for one sentence, and I have to 
use it for the whole speech here, see. 
[Laughter] But you did a great job. 

And to Secretary [of Health and Human 
Services] Sullivan, thank you, sir. It’s always 
a pleasure to be with you. And thank you, 
everyone, for traveling here today, especial- 
ly the Orsi family, who drove all the way 
from Connecticut with their 21 children, 19 
of whom are adopted. And I’m glad all of 
you could join me here in the White House. 
You know, in fact, this has got to be the 
most unique event ever held in the White 
House, I think. It’s like a fish pond, moving 
around. It’s very good. And I’m glad to 
have you all here. 

You know, this time last year, when Bar- 
bara and I became the official caretakers of 
the White House for 4 years, the first thing 
we did was invite all of our children and 
our grandchildren to spend our first night 
here together upstairs as a family. And my 
family is very, very important to me, and I 
feel lucky to have been blessed with a won- 
derful wife and children and, of course, 
now 12 grandchildren. But all of you here 
today are just as lucky because you, too, are 
part of a family of your own, to grow with 
you, share with you, and most of all, to love 
you. 


Each of your moms and dads know just 
how special you are when they picked you 
out to go home with them. And now you’ve 
got some of the greatest parents around. 
And they have so much love to give you 
and they feel the warmth and joy of your 
own love in return. The kids who are still 
waiting to be adopted don’t have parents 
yet, but they’re not alone. They have many 
friends, people who have spent their lives 
helping children just like you find families, 
just like you all helping them find families 
of their own. 

Let me tell you about some of them here 
with us today. First, there are business lead- 
ers, corporate leaders who have committed 
to helping children like you find loving 
homes. For example, how many of you 
watch cartoons? Quite a few. Do you know 
the Jetsons? Or the Flintstones? Or Yogi 
Bear? Well, the people who work at Hanna 
Barberra created those cartoons. And now 
they’re creating a new character who will 
encourage families to adopt children. 

And some of you may be aware of a TV 
program in which children who want to be 
adopted go on television in cities across 
America: it’s called “Wednesday’s Child.” 
And it is very successful. Almost three-quar- 
ters of all the kids who appear on this show 
find families. And so, NBC network is going 
to work with us to get more kids on TV and 
more stations to show “Wednesday’s Child” 
so more families will see these children. 

There’s a man here today who is very 
committed to helping other children just 
like you. He’s a friend of mine for a long 
time, and his name is Dave Thomas, and he 
was an adopted child. And he grew up to 
be a successful businessman with a family of 
his own. Now he’s the head of Wendy’s 
Hamburgers, and by the way, he really does 
have his own daughter named Wendy. 
Now, where is Dave? He was—here he is, 
right over here. And he’s going to make 
information available to help put loving 
parents together with special needs chil- 
dren in Wendy’s all across the country. 

And now I'd like to tell you about an- 
other man whom I’ve just met, and what an 
inspiring man he is. Taurean Blacque is a 
noted actor with an impressive list of cred- 
its. But he deserves even more credit for 
what he does in real life. He has adopted 10 
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special needs children, 10 children. You 
know, single people and older Americans 
can be great adoptive parents. And Taur- 
ean’s not married. He says that having 10 
kids will probably keep him too busy to get 
married for a long time. [Laughter] I don’t 
know if he qualifies as an older American 
yet—{laughter|—but I hear that his hair 
started going gray the minute he got all 
these kids. [Laughter] But he says he 
wouldn’t change it for the world. He proves 
that love is something you do every day; 
love is something that takes hard work and 
commitment because he had to fight to get 
every one of those children. Taurean asked 
me to do a head count and make sure 
nobody got left behind in the Green Room. 
Are all 10 of you here? [Laughter] Okay, I 
can’t take a count here; I’m too busy here. 
[Laughter] No, all 10 are, I’m sure. And 
you've got a very special dad. 

You know, people like Taurean, who 
open up not just their homes but their 
hearts, are amazing people. And I know 
that we have a number of adoptive parents 
among us today as well. And you’re a breed 
apart because, while so many people shout 
about how to make the world a better 
place, you quietly lead by example, chang- 
ing the world in a very special way: one 
child at a time. Truly, yours is a gift of 
limitless love. 

This guy’s got to go real bad here. 
[Laughter] That’s okay, we’re used to that 
around here. That’s okay, big guy. 

Okay, where were we? [Laughter] No, 
but seriously, not all children are as lucky as 
the ones here today. There are thousands of 
kids in America who still need a home and 
a family to care about them. This year, an 
estimated 30,000 children available for 
adoption spent their Christmas holidays 
waiting for a permanent home. And most of 
these kids, about 60 percent, are special 
needs children. To find families for these 
kids, our administration has sent to Con- 
gress our Special Needs Adoptive Assistance 
Act to help individuals meet the financial 
commitment involved in adopting special 
needs children. We’ve also taken steps to 
encourage Federal employees wanting to 
give loving home to these children, who 
often wait for years to be adopted. 

Every child in America deserves a loving 
home and a family, and they deserve some- 
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thing else: the chance to succeed in school 
and in life. Government cannot substitute 
for a supportive home. But some children 
do need extra help to prepare them for the 
challenge of learning. 

At the education summit, the Governors 
and I agreed that through the Head Start 
program we are making real progress to- 
wards preparing disadvantaged children for 
school. And I am pleased to announce that 
my 1991 budget will propose the largest 
increase ever: half a billion additional dol- 
lars for Head Start. This new funding will 
increase the Head Start enrollment to 
667,000 children and bring us to the point 
where we can reach 70 percent of this na- 
tion’s disadvantaged 4-year-olds through 
Head Start. I urge the Congress to fund our 
Head Start proposal in full because every 
American child with special needs, whether 
physical, emotional, or material, deserves 
the opportunity for a full and happy life. 

Our children are precious. And you’re the 
reason all of us came together here today: 
to tell you how special you are to us and 
how glad we are that you are in the family. 
You know, our son Marvin and his wife, 
Margaret, just adopted their second child, a 
little grandson, our grandson, Walker. And 
if I do say so myself, this guy is really some- 
thing. And so is his sister, Marshall, who’s 
also adopted. And they’re an important part 
of our family, and we love them. 

Through my wonderful experiences with 
adoption in the Bush family, I’ve learned 
something. I’ve learned this: Adoption is 
good for our country, and for the children 
who need a loving home, and for the birth 
parents who want the best for their chil- 
dren, and for the adoptive parents, by 
giving them the joy of raising and loving a 
child. 

See the sign behind me, “Adoption 
Works—for Everyone.” And that is true. 
Adoption works because each one of you is 
so special. And because you adopted very 
special parents. And it works because every- 
one in this room loves you very much. 

From my family to yours, Barbara and I 
say thank you, and God bless you. And now, 
Barbara, I understand we're going to invite 
this whole gang into the State Dining Room 
for cookies and lemonade. So, why don’t we 
go on in there, and thank you all for 
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coming to the White House. Glad to have 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:39 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 


Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
the Chairmen of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
Transmitting Certification of Panama’s 
Cooperation in the Control of Illegal 
Narcotics 


January 26, 1990 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 

I am transmitting to you my certification 
that Panama is fully cooperating with us on 
the war on drugs. In addressing the urgent 
issues connected with rebuilding virtually 
every aspect of Panamanian society since 
coming into office, the Government of 
President Guillermo Endara has made the 
war against drugs a centerpiece of its pro- 
gram. Panamanian leaders have demon- 
strated their commitment by cooperating in 
returning Manuel Noriega to face trial in 
the United States, by freezing hundreds of 
bank accounts at U.S. request, and by con- 
cluding a comprehensive narcotics control 
agreement with us. 

I am convinced that the Panamanian 
people and their government recognize 
that it is in their direct national interest to 
end their association with the scourge of 
drugs. I have firmly concluded that the vital 
national interests of the United States re- 
quire that assistance and benefits be provid- 
ed to Panama, and that the United States 
support multilateral development bank as- 
sistance to that country. 

I therefore urge you to enact a joint reso- 
lution approving my determination immedi- 
ately. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 
Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 


S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives; Claiborne Pell, chairman of the 


Senate Foreign Relations Committee; and 
Dante B. Fascell, chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 


Memorandum on Narcotics Control 
Certification for Panama 


January 26, 1990 


Presidential Determination No. 90-9 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Narcotics Control Certification for 
Panama 


By virtue of the authority vested in me 
by Section 481(h\6) of the Foreign Assist- 
ance Act of 1961, as amended (the FAA) (22 
U.S.C. 2291(h\X6)), and Sections 802(b\4) 
and 803 of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended (the Trade Act) (19 U.S.C. 2492 
(bX4) and 2493), I hereby determine and 
certify that Panama has fully cooperated 
with the United States, or taken adequate 
steps on its own, to control narcotics pro- 
duction, trafficking, and money laundering, 
as defined in Section 481(h\X2) of the FAA 
and Section 802(b) of the Trade Act, and 
that Panama does not have a government 
involved in the trade of illicit narcotics. 

In making this determination, I have con- 
sidered the factors set forth in Section 
481(hX3) of the FAA and Section 802(b\2) 
of the Trade Act. 

You are hereby authorized and directed 
to publish this determination in the Federal 
Register. 


George Bush 


Nomination of Richard J. Hankinson 
To Be Inspector General of the 
Department of Justice 


January 26, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard J. Hankinson to be 
Inspector General of the Department of 
Justice. This is a new position. 
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Since 1986 Mr. Hankinson has served as 
Assistant Commissioner in the Office of 
Physical Security and Law Enforcement at 
the General Services Administration in 
Washington, DC. Prior to this he served in 
various positions for the U.S. Secret Service 
at the Department of the Treasury, includ- 
ing Deputy Assistant Director of Investiga- 
tions, 1985-1986; Special Agent in Charge 
of the Vice President of the United States, 
1983-1985; Deputy Special Agent in 
Charge of the Vice President of the United 
States, 1982-1983; Assistant Special Agent 
in Charge of the Vice President of the 
United States, 1981-1982; Special Agent in 
Charge in Richmond, VA, 1978-1981; As- 
sistant Inspector in the Office of Inspection, 
1976-1978; Special Agent for Vice Presi- 
dent Nelson Rockefeller’s Secret Service 
Detail, 1975-1976; Resident Agent in 
Canton, OH, 1971-1975; and Special Agent 
in Richmond, VA, 1966-1971. 

Mr. Hankinson graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Richmond (B.A., 1965). He was 
born September 11, 1942, in New Balti- 
more, PA. Mr. Hankinson is married, has 
three children, and resides in Vienna, VA. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. The daily recognition program is in- 
tended as a national tribute of the highest 
order to every single American who makes a 
difference in the life of someone in need. 





The President extends his appreciation to 
the following: 


January 20 


Mary’s House in Rockville, MD. Founded in 
1985, the home provides residence for fifteen 
elderly people at half the cost of regular nurs- 
ing care. The first floor of the building houses 
the St. Mary’s Elementary School, while com- 
munity efforts transformed the second floor 
from an abandoned convent into Mary’s House. 
Volunteers provide all of the residents with 
three meals a day, housekeeping services, and 
assistance with bathing, dressing, and grooming 
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if needed. The children from the grammar 
school supply youth, joy, and energy to the 
lives of these people. 


January 22 


Sheila Fitzpatrick, of Harrisburg, PA. An individ- 
ual with mental retardation, Ms. Fitzpatrick 
spends much of her time in volunteer service 
to her community. Sheila Fitzpatrick is a client 
of the Association for Retarded Citizens, an or- 
ganization which helped her find a full-time 
job at the Holiday Inn Center City. She is also 
an active volunteer at the Polyclinic Medical 
Center, assisting the nurses and taking patients 
to in-house appointments. From July 1987 to 
February 1989, she worked 1087 hours of com- 
munity service in this medical center, in addi- 
tion to her normal work hours. Having been a 
recipient of volunteer service, she understands 
the value of reaching out to help others and 
giving her free time and energy to community 
work. 


January 23 


Dian Wurst and her Third Grade Class in Polk, 
NE. For 7 years, Ms. Wurst has directed this 
program with her 3d graders. Every morning 
the entire class gathers together and calls 19 
elderly men and women, delivering a morning 
greeting, and asking whether they are in need of 
anything. The students formally meet with the 
men and women twice a year at a Christmas 
party and a spring tea. However, most of the 
students know the people they check up on well 
and often visit them after school or on week- 
ends. 


January 24 


Get Involved Before Your Kids Do, of Appleton, 
WI. “Get Involved Before Your Kids Do,” a 
project of Aid Association for Lutherans, edu- 
cates adults about drug and alcohol abuse 
prevention and parenting skills in these areas. 
The volunteers implement the initiative 
through workshops in 2500 communities. Sta- 
tistics and facts from each area alert parents to 
what is going on in their backyard. Since No- 
vember of 1987, adults have learned how to 
deal with drug and alcohol abuse among teens 
and preteens. These workshops create an 
active, realistic role for the parents to fill in 
helping their children resist drugs. 


January 25 


Beth, Kerry, and Megan Kerby, of Troy, MI. 
Beth, 12, Kerry, 10, and Megan, 7, volunteer at 
the Wing Lake Development Center in West 
Bloomfield Township, which provides educa- 
tion and recreation for mentally retarded chil- 
dren. While many children are attending 





summer camp, these girls donate their time 
and energy to the residents at the center, 
giving the children there a chance to interact 
with their peers. The sisters’ responsibilities are 
to play with the children and to assist them in 
activities. Aside from formal responsibilities, 
the sisters bring friendship and love into the 
lives of the children. Beth Kerby explains that 
“we do this for experience and to give back to 
society a portion of the wonderful things we 
have received.” 


January 26 


Principle of the Alphabet Literacy System 
(PALS), of New Orleans, LA. PALS helps func- 
tionally illiterate adults. An interactive comput- 
er system, PALS allows up to 16 people at a 
time to learn how to read, with the promise of 
advancing 3 grade levels in just 20 weeks. The 
Entergy Corp. has installed four permanent 
systems: two in Louisiana, one in Mississippi, 
and one in Arkansas. Classes are also held in a 
newly created mobile unit which travels from 
city to city, increasing literacy rates with every 
stop. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 21 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 


January 22 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—The Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Benjamin Hooks, executive director of 
the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People; 

—Secretary of Defense Richard B. 
Cheney; 
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—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The White House announced that the 
President recess-appointed the following in- 
dividuals to be members of the Board of 
Directors of the Legal Services Corporation: 


For a term expiring July 13, 1990: 


Howard H. Dana, Jr.; of Maine. He would suc- 
ceed Thomas F. Smegal, Jr. Currently, Mr. 
Dana serves as a partner with the law firm of 
Verrill and Dana in Portland, ME. 

Luis Guinot, Jr., of Puerto Rico. He would suc- 
ceed Michael B. Wallace. Currently, Mr. 
Guinot serves as an attorney with the law firm 
of Kelley, Drye and Warren in Washington, 

Penny L. Pullen, of Illinois. She would succeed 
William Clark Durant. Currently, Ms. Pullen 
serves as State representative and house minor- 
ity leader for the 55th District in Illinois. 

Xavier L. Suarez, of Florida. He would succeed 
Basile Joseph Uddo. Currently, Mr. Suarez 
serves as the mayor of Miami and as a partner 
with the law firm of Tew, Jordan and Schulte 
in Miami. 

George W. Wittgraf, of lowa. He would succeed 
Paul B. Eaglin. Currently, Mr. Wittgraf serves 
as a partner with the law firm of Sayre and 
Wittgraf in Cherokee, IA. 


For a term expiring July 13, 1992: 


John F. Collins, of Massachusetts. He would suc- 
ceed Robert A. Valois. Currently, Mr. Collins is 
self-employed. 

Jo Betts Love, of Mississippi. Ms. Love would suc- 
ceed Lorain Miller. 

Guy Vincent Molinari, of New York. He would 
succeed Claude Galbreath Swafford. Currently, 
former Congressman Molinari serves as bur- 
rough president of Staten Island. 

Jeanine E. Wolbeck, of Minnesota. She would 
succeed Hortencia Benavidez. 


January 23 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and members of the CIA 
briefing staff. 


January 24 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
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the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—the Vice President and Senate Republi- 

can leaders, for breakfast; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science. These 
are reappointments. 


For a term expiring July 19, 1994: 


Daniel W. Casey, of New York. Mr. Casey served 
a 5 year term on the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science. 

Elinor H. Swaim, of North Carolina. For 4 years, 
Ms. Swaim has served as chairman of the North 
Carolina Library Commission. 


For the remainder of the term expiring July 
19, 1993: 


Wanda L. Forbes, of South Carolina. Since 1984 
Ms. Forbes has served as a member of the 
National Commission on Libra:ies and Informa- 
tion Science. 

Charles E. Reid, of New Jersey. Mr. Reid cur- 
rently serves as senior vice president of the 
Weingarten Group in Iselin, NJ. 


The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in the western coastal area of 
Oregon as a result of severe storms and 
flooding that began on January 6. He direct- 
ed the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to provide assistance to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts. 


January 25 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of the Treasury Nicholas F. 
Brady; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President presented 
the Presidential Commendation to the Na- 
tional Football League Charities and former 
commissioner of the National Football 
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League Pete Rozelle in the Diplomatic Re- 
ception Room at the White House. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Committee for the Preser- 
vation of the White House: 


Wendy A. Cooper, of Maryland. She would suc- 
ceed Mrs. John F. Kennedy. Currently, she 
serves as curator of decorative arts for the Bal- 
timore Museum of Art in Baltimore, MD. 

Mrs. Dorothy M. Craig, of Texas. She would suc- 
ceed Mrs. Hugo Neuhaus, Jr. 

Mrs. Charles W. Engelhard, of New Jersey. This 
is a reappointment. 

Jonathan Leo Fairbanks, of Massachusetts. He 
would succeed Mrs. Ogden Phipps. Currently, 
Mr. Fairbanks serves as the Katharine Lane 
Weems curator of American decorative arts 
and sculptor at the Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston, MA. 

Mark Hampton, of New York. He would succeed 
Mrs. Clare Boothe Luce. Currently, Mr. Hamp- 
ton is an interior designer for Mark Hampton, 
Inc., in New York, NY. 

William Kloss, of the District of Columbia. He 
would succeed Wiley T. Buchanan, Jr. Current- 
ly, Mr. Kloss is a self-employed art historian, 
writer, curator, lecturer, and consultant. 

Richard C. Nylander, of New Hampshire. He 
would succeed Gertrude Adams Mellon. Cur- 
rently, Mr. Nylander serves as curator of collec- 
tions at the Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities in Boston, MA. 

John Wilmerding, of New Jersey. He would suc- 
ceed Mrs. Lucille Gannon Murchison. Current- 
ly, Mr. Wilmerding is the Christopher Binyon 
Sarofim professor in American art at the de- 
partment of art and archeology at Princeton 
University and visiting curator at the Henry R. 
Luce Center for the Study of American Art at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ronald William Roskens, Adminis- 
trator-designate of the Agency for Interna- 
tional Development at the U.S. Internation- 
al Development Cooperation Agency, to be 
a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Inter-American Foundation for the remain- 
der of the term expiring September 20, 
1992, and announced his intention to ap- 
point him as Special Coordinator for Inter- 
national Disaster Assistance. 


January 26 
The President met at the White House 
with: 





—Republican mayors; 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Natan Shcharanskiy; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Charles E. Reid, of New Jersey, as 
Chairman of the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science upon 
confirmation by the Senate. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted January 23 


Everett Ellis Briggs, 

of New Hampshire, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Portugal. 


Paul C. Lambert, 

of New York, to be Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Ecua- 
dor. 


Edward Morgan Rowell, 
of California, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Luxembourg. 


Susan Jane Koch, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Director of the United States Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agency, vice 
William H. Fite, resigned. 
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Submitted January 23—Continued 


Douglas Alan Brook, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, vice Ken Kramer, resigned. 


Colin Riley McMillan, 
of New Mexico, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, vice Jack Katzen, resigned. 


Enrique Mendez, Jr., 

of Puerto Rico, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, vice William E. Mayer, re- 
signed. 


Thomas W. Corbett, Jr., 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States Attor- 
ney for the Western District of Pennsyiva- 
nia for the term of 4 years, vice J. Alan 
Johnson, resigned. 


Julie E. Carnes, 

of Georgia, to be a member of the United 
States Sentencing Commission for a term 
expiring October 31, 1995, vice Paul H. 
Robinson, resigned. 


Gary C. Byrne, 

of California, to be Administrator of the 
Rural Electrification Administration for a 
term of 10 years, vice Harold V. Hunter, 
resigned. 


L. Joyce Hampers, 

of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Secre- 
tary of Commerce, vice Orson G. Swindle 
III, resigned. 


Barbara Everitt Bryant, 

of Michigan, to be Director of the Census, 
vice John G. Keane, resigned, to which posi- 
tion she was appointed during the last 
recess of the Senate. 


Antonia Coello Novello, 
of the District of Columbia, to be Surgeon 
General of the Public Health Service for a 
term of 4 years, vice C. Everett Koop, re- 
signed. 


D’Wayne Gray, 

of Virginia, to be Chief Benefits Director, 
Department of Veterans Affairs (new posi- 
tion). 
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Submitted January 23—Continued 


Malcolm S. Forbes, Jr., 

of New Jersey, to be a member of the 
Board for International Broadcasting for a 
term expiring April 28, 1992 (reappoint- 
ment). 


Annice M. Wagner, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Associ- 
ate Judge of the District of Columbia Court 
of Appeals for the term of 15 years, vice 
Julia P. Cooper Mack, resigned. 


The following-named persons to be Associ- 
ate Directors of the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (new positions): 


William D. Phillips, of Missouri. 
Eugene Wong, of California. 


Ervin S. Duggan, 

of South Carolina, to be a member of the 
Federal Communications Commission for a 
term of 5 years from July 1, 1989, vice Pa- 
tricia Diaz Dennis, resigned. 


Donald Robert Quartel, Jr., 

of Florida, to be a Federal Maritime Com- 
missioner for the term expiring June 30, 
1994, vice Edward J. Philbin, term expired. 


David W. Mullins, Jr., 

of Arkansas, to be a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for the unexpired term of 14 years from 
February 1, 1982, vice H. Robert Heller, 
resigned. 


Edward W. Kelley, Jr., 
of Texas, to be a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for a term of 14 years from February 1, 
1990 (reappointment). 


Jessica L. Parks, 

of Georgia, to be a member of the Merit 
Systems Protection Board for the remainder 
of the term expiring March 1, 1995, vice 
Samuel W. Bogley. 


The following-named persons to be Mem- 
bers of the National Council on Disability 
for the terms indicated: 


For the remainder of the term expiring Sep- 
tember 17, 1991: 
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Submitted January 23—Continued 


Mary Matthews Raether, of Virginia, vice 
Phyllis D. Zlotnick, term expired. 


For a term expiring September 17, 1992: 


Sandra Swift Parrino, of New York (reap- 
pointment). 

Alvis Kent Waldrep, Jr., of Texas (reap- 
pointment). 


Anthony Hurlbutt Flack, 

of Connecticut, to be a member of the Na- 
tional Council on Disability for a term ex- 
piring September 17, 1991, vice John F. 
Mills. 


Dennis M. Devaney, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 
years expiring December 16, 1994 (reap- 
pointment), to which position he was ap- 
pointed during the last recess of the Senate. 


Clifford R. Oviatt, Jr., 

of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the remainder of 
the term expiring August 27, 1993, vice 
Wilford W. Johansen, resigned, to which po- 
sition he was appointed during the last 
recess of the Senate. 


Tommy G. Thompson, 

of Wisconsin, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Railroad Pas- 
senger Corporation for a term of 4 years, 
vice Robert D. Orr, resigned. 


James L. Kolstad, 

of Colorado, to be Chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board for a term of 2 
years, vice James Eugene Burnett, Jr., term 
expired. 


Velma Montoya, 

of California, to be a member of the Occu- 
pational Safety and Health Review Commis- 
sion for the remainder of the term expiring 
April 27, 1991, vice Robert E. Rader, Jr., 
resigned. 


Ronald M. Holdaway, 

of Wyoming, to be an Associate Judge of 
the United States Court of Veterans Ap- 
peals for the term of 15 years (new posi- 
tion). 





Withdrawn January 23 


Samuel W. Bogley, 

of Maryland, to be a member of the Merit 
Systems Protection Board for the term of 7 
years expiring March 1, 1995, vice Dennis 
M. Devaney, resigned, which was sent to 
the Senate on January 3, 1989. 
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Raymond C. Clevenger III, 

of the District of Columbia, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Federal Circuit, 
vice Oscar H. Davis, deceased. 


Alan D. Lourie, 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Federal Circuit, vice Daniel 
M. Friedman, retired. 


David H. Souter, 

of Nev’ Hampshire, to be United States Cir- 
cuit Judge for the First Circuit, vice Hugh 
H. Bownes, retired. 


Robert H. Hodges, Jr., 


of South Carolina, to be a Judge of the 
United States Claims Court for a term of 15 
years, vice John L. Napier, resigned. 


Joseph M. Hood, 

of Kentucky, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Kentucky, 
vice Scott Reed, retired. 


James F. McClure, Jr., 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States District 
Judge for the Middle District of Pennsylva- 
nia, vice William J. Nealon, retired. 


Lawrence M. McKenna, 

of New York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New 
York, vice William C. Conner, retired. 


John S. Martin, Jr., 

of New York, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New 
York, vice Edward Weinfeld, deceased. 


John D. Rainey, 

of Texas, to be United States District Judge 
for the Southern District cf Texas, vice Ga- 
brielle K. McDonald, resigned. 


Administration of George Bush, 1990 


Submitted January 24—Continued 


James K. Singleton, Jr., 

of Alaska, to be United States District Judge 
for the District of Alaska, vice James M. 
Fitzgerald, retired. 


William M. Nickerson, 

of Maryland, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Maryland, vice 
Herbert F. Murray, retired. 


Daniel B. Sparr, 

of Colorado, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Colorado, vice John 
P. Moore, elevated. 


Norman H. Stahl, 

of New Hampshire, to be United States Dis- 
trict Judge for the District of New Hamp- 
shire, vice Martin F. Loughlin, retired. 


Jack N. Engor, 

of Colorado, to be United States Marshal 
for the District of Colorado for the term of 
4 years, vice Charles L. Dunahue. 


Donald W. Tucker, 

of Arizona, to be United States Marshal for 
the District of Arizona for the term of 4 
years, vice John W. Roberts. 


John Wesley Bartlett, 

of Massachusetts, to be Director of the 
Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Man- 
agement, vice Ben C. Rusche, resigned. 


Bradley Gordon, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Director of 
the United States Arms Control and Disar- 
mament Agency, vice Kathleen C. Bailey, 
resigned. 
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Charles M. Herzfeld, 

of New Jersey, to be Director of Defense 
Research and Engineering, vice Robert Cllif- 
ton Duncan, resigned. 


Donald Jay Yockey, 

of California, to be Deputy Under Secretary 
of Defense for Acquisition, vice Milton L. 
Lohr, resigned. 
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Robert H. Gentile, 
of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Energy (Fossil Energy), vice James Allan 
Wampler, resigned. 


D’Wayne Gray, 

of Virginia, to be Chief Benefits Director, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, for a term 
of 4 years (new position). 


Ronald William Roskens, 

of Nebraska, to be Administrator of the 
Agency for International Development, 
vice M. Alan Woods, deceased. 


Ronald William Roskens, 

of Nebraska, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Inter-American Founda- 
tion for the remainder of the term expiring 
September 20, 1992, vice M. Alan Woods, 
deceased. 


C. Anson Franklin, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Agency for International Develop- 
ment, vice Thomas R. Blank, resigned. 


The following-named persons to be mem- 
bers of the National Commission on Librar- 
ies and Information Science for the terms 
indicated: 


For a term expiring July 19, 1993: 


Wanda L. Forbes, of South Carolina (re- 
appointment). 

Charles E. Reid, of New Jersey (reap- 
pointment). 


For a term expiring July 19, 1994: 


Daniel W. Casey, of New York (reappoint- 
ment). 

Elinor H. Swaim, of North Carolina (reap- 
pointment). 


John R. Dunne, 

of New York, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice William Bradford Reynolds, 
resigned. 
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William Lucas, 

of Michigan, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice William Bradford Reynolds, 
resigned, which was sent to the Senate on 
May 1, 1989. 


D’Wayne Gray, 

of Virginia, to be Chief Benefits Director, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, (new posi- 
tion), which was sent to the Senate on Janu- 
ary 23. 
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